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PREFACE 


The present book was drafted in the summer of 1927, and 
has been revised and rewritten in view of materials in 
London and on my return home. 

I am greatly indebted to Dr. M. H. Krishna, M.A., 
D.Lit.(Lond.), Professor of History and Director of Archaeo- 
logy in Mysore, Dr. L. D. Barnett of the British Museum, 
Professor F. W. Thomas of Oxford, Dr. Gilbert Slater, late 
of the London School of Economics, Mahamahopadhyaya 
Panditaratnam L. Srinivasacharya of Mysore, Pandit R. 
Chakravarthy, and Mr. L. Narasimhacharya of the Mysore 
Archaeological Department for various kinds of help. But 
the responsibility for interpretations and conclusions found 
in the book is entirely mine. 

I am also indebted to Dr. Shama Pastry for his excellent 
translation of the Arthahastra, which I have liberally made 
use of in the following pages. 


M. H. GOPAL 




INTRODUCTION 


Since the discovery of the Kautiliya Arthaidstra so much 
has been written about it and the Mauryan period that 
some apology seems necessary for one more addition to that 
literature. But the Artha&dstra is a mine which has not yet 
been exhausted, and it “will continue to give occupation to 
scholars for a long time to come from many points of view.” 

The Mauryan period may roughly be said to comprise the 
years between the last quarter of the fourth century and the 
first quarter of the second century b.c. The principal sources 
relied upon for information during this period are Kautilya's 
Arthahdstra, ASoka’s edicts, the accounts of the Greeks, and 
stray references in later writers, Hindu, Buddhist, and 
Greek. 

There is much controversy about the date of the 
Arthahdstra and the conditions which it describes. There 
are scholars like Wintemitz,^ Jolly,* and Hildebrandt 
who ascribe the work to the third century after Christ. 
Others, like Fleet,* Shama Sastry,* R. K. Mookerjea,® 
and Jacobi, ascribe the work to the last quarter of the 
fourth century b.c. There are also some scholars® in whose 
opinion the Arthakdstra describes pre-Mauryan policy. 

^ Some Problems of Indian Literature, p. 109. 

* Arthai&stra, edited by J. E. Jolly, vol. i, p. 29. 

® Introductory Note m Shama Sastry's translation of the 
Arthaidstra. 

® Arih, Trans., Preface, p, ix. 

“ Introductory Essay m N. N. Law's Studies in Ancient Hindu 
Polity, The same view is found in Mahd-mahdpddkySya Ga^apati 
Sastri's preface to vol. ii of his edition of the Arthak&stra and in 
K. V. Rangaswamy Aiyangar's Introduction in his Considerations on 
some Aspects of Ancient Indian Polity. A lucid and interesting dis- 
cussion of the subject is found in Hemachandra Ray Chauduri's 
articles in the Indian Antiquary, 1925. See also Sh&ma S&stry's 
article in the Calcutta Review of 1925. 

• Early History of India, p. 145. 
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Without entering into discussion about these questions, 
I have followed the view of F. W. Thomas. He writes:^ 
“Concerning the condition and organization of the vast 
Mauryan empire, the Greeks have provided us with a con- 
siderable body of valuable information; and as the Artha- 
kastra furnished the means of describing the complete polity 
existing at the time, its land system, its fiscal system, its 
administrative system, its law, its social system, with some 
view of literature and religion, we shall not forgo the 
opportunity so rare in Indian history — ^we must wait for 
the time of Akbar and the Ain-i-Akhari — of dwelling a 
little on the picture.” A discussion of the date of the great 
work is urmecessary for our present purpose; the general 
conclusion that it describes the conditions existing in the 
Mauryan period has been accepted in this book. 

Next arises the question whether what Kautilya describes 
is an ideal or what was existing actually. According to 
Thomas, “the Arthakastra furnishes the means to describe 
the complete polity existing at the time.” Jolly thinks 
that the Arthakastra is thoroughly realistic and worldly,* 
but that its author was not a statesman but a theoretician’ 
and is opposed to strict idealism. A study of the work 
of Kautilya suggests to me that the author is describing 
only the state as he found — perhaps made — it at the time. 
Of course it cannot be expected of any writer, much 
less of a great creative personality like Kautilya, that 
his writings would be free from his own ideas and ideals. 
Kautilya may and does describe here and there what a 
state ought to be. But the description is too graphic and the 
details too minute and niunerous to indicate that the con- 
ditions described were only ideal. The corroborative evidence 
of the Greeks as regards some facts and the parallels found 
in ancient Greek and Indian states for some others strongly 

• Cambridge History of India, vol. i, p. 474. 

• Op. cit., vol. i, p. 2. 

• Op. cit,, vol. i, p. 47. 
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surest that the Arthaiastra deals largely with the organiza- 
tion of the state as existing in the Mauryan period. 

There is no necessity to consider the (Question whether the 
work is the product ot an individual or of a school. 

The present book is an attempt to study the public 
finance of the Mauryan period from a modem point of view. 
The ancient ideas are presented in the light of modem 
economics, and wherever necessary they are compared with 
modem principles and conditions. They are also compared 
with those of the ancient world, specially Athens, and some 
striking parallels are found: for example, the tax on prosti- 
tutes. These similarities will be noted in detail in their 
proper places. 

But some important differences between the Mauryan and 
the Athenian states must be remembered. There was the 
great difference in size between a small city state like Athens 
and a vast empire like the Mauryan. Athens, again, was a 
democratic republic, and the will of the people determined 
financial principles. Mauryan India, on the other hand, was, 
at best, a benevolent despotism, and the policy of public 
administration was influenced by the teachings of the smritis 
and the notion of dhartna, as well as by the condition of 
the times. In Athens there was little of standing army, and 
in times of war the state expenses, for example, of equip- 
ment and the like of the national militia, were ignorable, 
as every citizen furnished his own arms; in India there was 
a huge standing army equipped and maintained by the 
state. Lastly, the period of Greek history with which we 
have compared the Mauryan conditions is generally pre- 
Mauryan. These are no doubt important considerations to 
be borne in noind, but we cannot but feel smrprised at some 
peculiar outstanding similarities. 

Another explanation is perhaps not out of place. Ancient 
Indian administrations have much in common. In this book 
Mauryan financial principles have been often compared with 
those mentioned by a few of the ancient thinkers, and also 
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with what actually prevailed in the Indian states even as 
late as the tenth century after Christ. But no detailed com- 
parison is made, as this book deals with a particular period. 

To acquaint ourselves with the financial system of the 
Mauryan period **we must consider in what manner her 
finances were administered, what were the wants of 
the state, what revenues the state had for the supply of the 
same and whether they were sufficient for the purpose and 
even furnished a surplus, and what extraordinary means 
of aid were employed upon the occurrence of pecuniary 
embarrassment. We confine ourselves in the consideration 
of the subject, excluding subordinate communities and 
corporate bodies, to the administration of the state itself.” 
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CHAPTER I 


GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Importance of finance — ^PecuHar features — ^Application of 
modem canons of taxation 

A GREAT finance minister of modem India, James Wilson, 
once observed: "Finance is not arithmetic; finance is a 
great policy; without sound finance no sound govermnent 
is possible; and without sound government no sound finance 
is possible.” Indeed, finance is the very life-breath of the 
state. In modem society its all-absorbing importance is 
unquestionably established. 

While dealing with an ancient state, the first question to 
be considered is whether the ancient — ^for our purposes the 
Maurya — financiers considered finance of the same impor- 
tance as we do, and, if so, how far it was organized. The 
profound trath of Wilson’s statement is, indeed, as old as 
the day when states and govenunents were first formed. 
The Mauryas fully recognized the extraordinary importance 
of finance. In Kautilya’s words, "All undertakings depend 
upon finance. Hence foremost attention shall be paid to the 
treasury.”^ Again, "Thus, when both the receipts and 
expenditures are properly cared for, the king will never 
find himself in financial or nulitary difficulties.”* Finance 
was considered to be one of the elements of sovereignty 
itself. "The king, the minister, the coimtry, the fort, the 
treasury, the army, and the friend are the elements of 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 8: 

KdiapurvUssarvSramhhali 
Tasm&tpurvam Kd^amavekshBta. 

* Arth., Bk. V, ch. 3: 

^vamavikshiidyavyayafi koiadat^^vyasanatn ndvSpndtu 
Compare Kdmandaka, v, 61. 
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sovereignty/'* Even among them finance and the a: 
were marked out as the most important, and of these 
the palm was given to the former. Nay, it was consid< 
to be the basis of virtue even. To quote Kautilya: “ 
finance was the chief means of observing virtuous acts 
of enjoying desires. Owing to a change in place, time, 
policy, either finance or the army may be a superior 
for the army is sometimes the means of securing the we 
acquired; but wealth is always the means of securing I 
the treasury and the army. Since all activities depend u 
finance, financial troubles are more serious."^ It was n 
important than virtue, not because “as a robe cone 
a woman's nakedness, so does wealth conceal sin,''® 
because “religious merit springs from the treasury, O! 
of Kunti; and it is through the treasury that the rootj 
the kingdom extend/'® Or, as Kautilya puts it, charity 
desire depend upon wealth for their realization,’ and “fina 
is the chief means of observing virtuous acts."® It ’ 
because that finance was considered so important tha 
was, along with the army, under the direct control of 
king.® Both of them were required to be located in one pi; 
although their actual administration was under two tn 

* Arth., Bk. VI, ch. i, SvWmyamaiyajanapadadurgakdkada 

prakritayah. This idea of the seven elements of sovereij 
was very common in ancient India. Y djnavalkya, i, 13, 353; VtSi 
iii, 33; Kamandaka, i, 18. 

^ Arth,, Bk. VIII, ch. i, Koid dharmakdmaMtuJi, etc. See 
Arth., Bk. IX, ch. 8, where Kautilya says that wealth is to be seci 
prior to even virtue and enjoyment. Compare what Hopkms 
{J.A.O.S., vol. xiii) of a passage in the Rdm&yatia: “The possib 
of the kingdom existing without taxation seems specially to irri 
the compilers of the epic. They revert to the subject again and a 
and prove that the kmg must have wealth — ^his army, his happii 
his virtue depend upon it." 

* Hopkins, op. cit. 

* Sdnitparva, ch. cxxxiii. 

^ Arth., Bk. I, ch. 7, Arthamulau hi dharmak&mdviti. 

* Arth., Bk. VIII, ch. i, Kdio dharmakdmahBtuit. Cf. Kdmand 
V, 61; xiv, 21, 32-3. Sukranxti, iv, 2, 5-6; 28 ff. 

* Arth., Bk. VIII, ch. 2, Kdiadai^^aktimStrnasatnsth&ifi kur 
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worthy persons and elaborate departments.^® It is interesting 
to note that ^ukra also pays the same importance to this 
subject. According to him, the king was to collect funds 
by any means to maintain the commonwealth, the army, 
and the sacrifices.^ 

As will be seen in the course of this book, the wants of 
the state, as well as the sources of income, were so varied 
and numerous that they would do discredit to few modern 
countries, although some of the means of raising revenue, 
especially in financial difiiculties, may not be ethically 
commendable. 

A peculiar feature of most ancient countries was the 
identification of the king with the state, and, consequently, 
the absence of any difference between the private purse of 
the monarch and the public purse. In the Mauryan days 
also this appears to have been the case. But, as will be seen 
presently, there was an efficient administrative organization 
under the king and a council of ministers who were all 
largely guided by the established notions of justice and 
virtue. Where, however, the needs of the state imperatively 
demanded — ^as in a calamity — ^funds, all possible means, 
fair and foul, were adopted.^® 

A fair idea of the revenue resources of the Mauryan state 
can be had from Kautilya's description of the ideal country.^® 
The ideal country was one productive of subsistence not 
only to its own people but also to outsiders on occasions 
of calamities, containing fertile lands, mines, timber and 
elephant forests, and pasture grounds full of cattle, not 
depending upon rain for water, possessed of land- and 
water-ways, rich in various kinds of commercial articles, 
capable of bearing the burden of a vast army and heavy 

Arth,, Bk. V, ch. 6, and Bk, II, chs. 12, 13, etc. Cf. Ydjnavalkya, 

13. 327. 

^ Su^aniti, iv, 2, 3-4; also see 28-9. Contrast Ydjnavalkya, 
h 13. 340. 

Infra, Chapter IX. 

Arth., Bk. VI, ch. i. Cf. KSmandaka, iv, 7, 49 seq. 
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worthy persons and elaborate departments.^** It is interesting 
to note that ^ukra also pays the same importance to this 
subject. According to him, the king was to collect funds 
by any means to maintain the commonwealth, the army, 
and the sacrifices.^ 
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countries, although some of the means of raising revenue, 
especially in financial difiiculties, may not be ethically 
commendable. 

A peculiar feature of most ancient countries was the 
identification of the king with the state, and, consequently, 
the absence of any difference between the private purse of 
the monarch and the public purse. In the Mauryan days 
also this appears to have been the case. But, as will be seen 
presently, there was an eflident administrative organization 
under the king and a council of ministers who were all 
largely guided by the established notions of justice and 
virtue. Where, however, the needs of the state imperatively 
demanded — ^as in a calamity— fimds, all possible meeins, 
fair and foul, were adopted.^ 

A fair idea of the revenue resources of the Mauryan state 
can be had from Kautilya’s description of the ideal country. “ 
The ideal country was one productive of subsistence not 
only to its own people but also to outsiders on occasions 
of calamities, containing fertile lands, mines, timber and 
elephant forests, and pasture grounds full of cattle, not 
depending upon rain for water, possessed of land- and 
water-ways, rich in various kinds of commercial articles, 
capable of bearing the burden of a vast army and heavy 

“ Arth., Bk. V, ch. 6, and Bk. II, chs. 12, 13, etc. Cf. YSjAavalkya, 

i. 13. 327- 

“ $ukranUi, iv, 2, 3-4; also see 28-9. Contrast YSjUavalkya, 

i. 13. 340- 

« Infra, Chapter IX. 

“ Arth., Bk. VI, ch. i. Cf. KSmandaka, iv, 7, 49 seq. 
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taxation, and inhabited by agriculturists of good and active 
character. Here are foimd the sources of revenue such as 
lands, mines, forests, taxes, and others.^* According to 
Kautilya, the country must have the capacity to bear 
heavy taxation, and a study of the taxes of that period 
indicates that taxation must have been as heavy as the 
people could bear, and perhaps heavier than to-day. 

The Mauryan taxes were greatly similar to those enu- 
merated by DoweU as being used by the Romans. The 
following were the principal Roman taxes in use at different 
times and in different parts of the state: tributes from lands, 
poll taxes, income taxes on senators, tradesmen and others, 
taxes on successions, houses and animals, indirect taxes like 
duties on exports and imports, and taxes on commodities 
sold at auction or in the public market. With these may be 
compared land revenue, poll tax, income tax on prostitutes 
and others, taxes on houses and animals, tolls and octroi 
duties (perhaps customs duties also), and sales tax of the 
Mauryan period. 

The variety of taxes is a compliment to Maurya financiers, 
for it must have been a great help in distributing equitably 
the burden of taxation, and incidentally in yielding the state 
great income, as more persons contributed to the public 
purse with less harm to their own interests. 

A peculiar feature of Maiuyan finance was the different 
forms of paying the taxes. Taxes were paid in gold, coin, 
cattle, grains, raw material, and personal service. This must 
have been of great convenience to the people, although 
somewhat embarrassing to the state. Some villages supplied 
soldiers in lieu of taxation, others supplied free labom, and 
still others dairy produce.^ No doubt there were coins, and 
gold was widely used, but taxes were received in various 

Cf. KOmandaka, iv, 8, 77-8. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35, SamShartS . . . grStnSgratn parihSra- 
kanUlyudhiyam dhSnyapaiuhiravyakupyavishftkara prattkaramida^ 
Itdvaditi nibandhaylt. 
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forms. This feature, though common in olden days, is rarely 
to be found to-day. 

A respectable revenue system in a modem state is expected 
to conform itself to certain canons of taxation, the first of 
which is the canon of convenience. It implies that a tax 
should be levied at the time and in the manner most con- 
venient for the contributor to pay it, e.g. when he has the 
funds to make the payment. This principle holds good not 
only in the case of taxation, but with regard to every kind 
of revenue which the state gets from its subjects. 

This canon was not new to the Mauryan financiers. 
Cha^kya expresses this principle very picturesquely when 
he says: "Just as fruits are gathered from a garden as often 
as they become ripe, so revenue shall be collected as often 
as it becomes ripe. Collection of revenue or of fruits, when 
unripe, shall never be carried on, lest their source may be 
injured, causing immense trouble.”” It clearly indicates that 
Chanakya was aware that collection of revenue must be 
made at times when the people have the capacity to pay. 

Nor does it seem that the canon of economy was tmknown 
in those days. Shortly, the maxim means that the tax 
should thus take out of the pockets of the people as little 
as possible over and above what it brings into the public 
treasury. That is to say, the cost of collection should be 
small and production and consumption should not be 
injuriously affected. "Thus a wise Collector-General,” says 
Kautilya, "shall conduct the work of revenue collection, 
increasing the income and decreasing the expenditure.”” 

Arth., Bk. V, ch. 2; 

Pakvam pakvamtvSrSmSt phalam r&jySdavSpnuySt 
AmachchidabhaySd&matn varjayet kopakSrakam. 

Ga^apati Sastri (op. cit., vol. ii, p. 201) reads the third quarter 
of^the verse as StmachcheddbhaySdimam, while Jolly has Smack- 
ckedabhayadSmam. Cf. KSmandaka, v, 8, 83; SukranUt, i, 420; iv, 
2, 222-3; Manu, viii, 129, 139. 

^' Arth., Bk. II, di. 6. Jolly (op. at., vol. ii, p. 19) interprets it 
as "Restraining government servants." See also Ga^apati SSstri, 
op. at., i, p. 152, 
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Moreover, in a state where retrenchment of government 
servants was known, “ it is but natural to expect this 
principle of economy in operation. 

The other aspect of the principle of economy, viz. that 
production and consumption should not be injuriously 
affected, was perhaps not forgotten by the state which 
recognized that financial prosperity depended on public 
prosperity, abundance of harvest, and prosperity of com- 
merce among other things,^ and that people can be well 
off and commerce can flourish only when production and 
consumption are not hampered. 

Adam Smith explains the canon of certainty in these 
words: "The tax which each individual is bound to pay 
ought to be certain and not arbitrary. The time of payment, 
the manner of pa3mient, the quantity to be paid, ought all 
to be clear and plain to the contributor, and to every other 
person.” The Mauryas were aware that uncertainty of any 
kind was greatly troublesome, to both the state and the 
subject. So they had fixed the amount of land revenue, 
water rate, and other kinds of payments. According to 
Kautilya, taxes on commodities intended for sale were to 
be prescribed once for all.*® As regards the time of payment, 
collection of revenue at a season when people were unable 
to pay was forbidden because it injured the source and 
caused immense trouble. 

If this principle is violated and the taxes to be paid are 
uncertain, then “every person subject to the tax is put 
more or less in the power of the tax-gatherer, who can either 

“ AHh., Bk. II, ch. 6: 

Evani hurySitsamudayam vfiddhim chSyasya darsayit 
HnSiamvyayasyachapr&jrlalf sSdhayichcha viparyayain. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 8. Sasyasampatpanya^Shufyam. Cf. Ssntiparva 
Ixxxviii, i^seq; Kdmandaka, v, 8, 77-8. iv, 7, 48; StHtranUt, ii, 345-6, 

351-2. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12, Evatfi sarvishu pavyishu sthOpayln 
mukhasamgraham. Compare Sukranlti, iv, 2, 214: "Duties are to 
be levied on goods only once” — VistujStasyaxkavOrttm iulkam 
grdhyam paryantaf^. 
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aggravate the tax upon any obnoxious contributor, or extort 
by the terror of such aggravation, some present or perquisite 
to himself.” To safeguard against this evil of over-collec- 
tion by the revenue collectors, punishments were inflicted. 
“Whoever doubles the revenue, eats into the vitality of the 
country. If he brings in double the amount to the King, 
he shall, if the offence is small, be warned not to repeat 
the same; but if the offence be grave, he should propor- 
tionately be punished.”®^ There were numerous oflicers to 
find out any mismanagement in revenue collection. 

As for the principle of sufficiency or adequacy,®* the 
revenue collected by the Mauryas appears to have been not 
only sufficient but much in excess of what was needed for 
the ordinary expenses of the state. In modem times the 
revenue is determined by the ordinary expenditure, and for 
extraordinary expenditme like war or famine, generally 
borrowing is largely resorted to. Balanced budgets are 
to-day much in fashion, and enormous continued surpluses 
are looked down on as bad finance. It was otherwise with the 
Mauryan financiers. Revenue was determined by expendi- 
ture including extraordinary expenditme which could be 
foreseen. As a precaution against wars, large surpluses were 
accumulated, and the people were not generally taxed much 
specially for war. Thus, in a state where surpluses were 
conunon,®® the question of sufficiency of revenue does not 
at all arise. 

The principle of variety means that because a particular 
tax or a few taxes tend to bear unjustly upon one class or 
two, it is necessary that there should be a variety of taxes 
so as to distribute the bmden equitably. The principle 

Artk., Bk. II, di. 9, Yassamudayam dvtgw^amudbMvayati sa 
janapadatfi bhakshayatt, etc. Doubling the revenue must not be 
taken too literally, but must be understood to mean over-collection. 
Cf. Sukranitt, i, 617-18. 

** Seligman {Studies tn Public Finance, p. 131) terms this canon 
the principle of adequacy. 

** Infra, pp, 134 seq. 
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source of revenue in the Mauryan days was no doubt land, 
but there were other sources of income also, e.g. taxes on 
commodities, octrois, tolls, customs duties, excise duties, 
sales and income taxes, etc. Thus the principle of variety, 
too, was recognized. 

But how far the canon of equity was put into practice 
by the Mauryas cannot be determined. 



CHAPTER II 


CLASSIFICATION OF REVENUE HEADS 

Kaufilya's classifications — ^Modern classifications — Mauryan 
items of revenue under modem heads — Appendix — Some 
revenue terms: vastu, v&stuka, hara^ rajju, and chdrarajju 

A CLEAR classification of revenue, as of expenditure, is 
important from the academical as well as the administrative 
standpoint ; and it is indispensable for a correct and scientific 
understanding of finance. We shall, therefore, first note the 
classifications of revenue given by Kautilya, next consider 
present-day classifications, and then try to arrange the 
Mauryan heads of income under a modem classification, so 
that the ancient sources of revenue can be conveniently 
compared with the modem ones. 

Kautilya mentions three different classifications of public 
income. The first is based upon the sources from which 
revenue is derived.^ 

I. FORTS {durga)^ 

This included revenue from the following sources: 

Tolls, octrois, and perhaps customs duties {iulka).* 

Fines 

Weights and measures {pautava).^ 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6, Samdharta durgam rdshtram khantm setum 
vanam vrajam vaifikpatham chdveksh^ta, 

* Durgam does not seem to mean only the capital as P. N, 
Banner jea takes it in his Public Administration of Ancient India, 
p. 175. It probably denotes fairly big and perhaps fortified towns, 
e g. the district towns, provincial capitals, and the like, where the 
same system of administration as in the capital, PStaliputra, was 
perhaps instituted. 

* This item and others following which are not explained in the 
footnotes in this chapter are discussed in detail in the book later on. 

* This appears to be the revenue from the department of weights 
and measures in the form of charges for stamping, and thus authen- 
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City-Superintendent (ndgariha).^ 

Mint {lakshaii^&dhyaksha). 

Visa fees (mudradhyaksha). 

Excise from liquor (surd). 

Slaughter of animals (sunS)^ 

Threads (sfitra).^ 

Oils (tatla). 

Ghee [ghrita)fi 
Sugar {ksh&ra).^ 

State goldsmith (sauvartiikd).^^ 

Warehouse of merchandise (panyasamstkd) 

Prostitutes (veiya). 

Taxes on houses and building sites (vdstuka),^^ 

Guilds of artisans and handicraftsmen (kdruiilptgai3^d}i) 


ticating the correctness of weights and measures used by private 
persons. Arth., Bk. II, ch. 19. An income from this source, which, 
according to Seligman (Studies in Public Finance, p. 287), is a 
fee, exists in many of the French colonies. Or could the income 
mentioned by Kautilya be the same as the tax on weights mentioned 
in Ep. Ind. v, no. 9, and South Indian Inscriptions, li, no. 22, and 
the tulya-meya in Ep. Ind., vii, no. 22? Kielhom says that the 
technical meaning of tulyameya is not certain, but that its exact 
translation is “things to be weighed and to be measured." 

® Shama Sastry (Arth. Trans., p. 63) translates ndganka as town 
clerk. This does not appear as good as the one adopted here and 
suggested by Jolly (vol. ii, p. 17) specially in view of the description 
of magistrates given by Megasthenes. Moreover, in Arth., Bk. II, ch. 
36, Shama Sastry himself translates ndganka as city-superintendent. 
Cf. Bhattaswami’s interpretation, J.B.O.R.S., vol xii, part 2, p. 205. 

• This was a sort of tax in kind whereby a certain proportion of 
animals captured by private persons was taken by the state. 

’ This was perhaps income from the state department of weaving. 

^ Gai;^ipati Sastri (op. cit., i, p. 136) explains these as the value 
realized from their sale. 

• Ga^apati Sastri (op. cit., i, p. 136) explains these as the value 
realized from their sale. 

This appears to be the income obtained by the manufacture 
of gold and silver articles for private persons. See Arth., Bk. II, 
ch. 14. Revenue from mint is separately enumerated, 

Could this be a kind of charge for keepmg private goods in the 
state warehouse? See Ga^apati Sastri (op. cit., i, p. 136). 

Infra, Appendix. 

Kdruiilpigaif^h appears to include mechanics, artisans, and 
artists. Apte (Sans-Eng. Die., p. 397) quotes the following verse to 
enumerate the occupations generally coming under this head: 
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Superintendent of gods {divatSdhyakshS),^^ 

Poll taxes on undesirable foreigners, i.e. bdhirikasM 

II. COUNTRY PARTS {rdskfra) 

This included: 

Revenue from crown lands {sttd). 

Land revenue (bhaga), 

Bah,^ 

Kara.^'^ 

Merchants {vai^ik)?^ 

Superintendent of rivers, ferries, boats, and ships (nadU 
palastaronavah) 

Towns {papfa^ia)*^ 


Takshdicha tantravdyaicha ndpito rajakastathd, 
PaUchamaicharmakdra^cha kdravaUtlptnomatdh, 

i.e. carpenters, weavers, barbers, the fifth class (?), cobblers, and 
artisans. Could the revenue from this source be a kind of fee for the 
recognition of the guilds, or for special pnvileges granted to them, 
like the “fines,*' hcences, concessions, and franchises of mediaeval 
Europe? (infra, p. 94). 

It is not clear what income this was. This appears to have 
included a tax on people congregating, perhaps for worship, upon 
the appearance of a spirit This tax was not unknown in ancient 
India (infra, p. 143) . It may have included other items also. Could it 
indicate any kind of tax on the income of the temples given by the 
devotees or got from the temple property? It may be pomted out 
that m financial difficulties (infra. Chapter IX) temple property was 
sometimes confiscated. Could there have been in ordmary times any 
tax on the property ? 

This appears to have been a kind of poll tax (infra, p. 99). 

Infra, p. 116. 

Infra, Appendix. 

It is not certain what this was, for there were many taxes which 
business men paid. Perhaps this refers to the trade taxes, sales tax, 
and the like. 

This included tolls and revenue from mercantile marine (infra, 

P- 125). 

It is uncertain what kind of revenue this was. Gai^apati SSstri, 
who alone attempts at some explanation of it, says, paffanatn 
alpanagaralabhyarn (op, cit,, vol. i, p. 136), which explanation does 
not take us any furtiier, for what was this income from small nagara 
or town ? Could this be some kind of contribution from towns towards 
the imperial budget? 
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Pasture ground 

Road cess** {variant), 

Rajju.^ 

Chorarajju,*^ 

III. MINES (khani) 

This included:®* 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Diamonds. 

Gems. 

Pearls. 

Corals. 

Conch shells. 

Metals. 

Salt. 

Other minerals extracted from plains and mountain slopes. 

IV. IRRIGATION 

This included revenue from:^ 

*1 This was perhaps some charge levied for the privilege of using 
the pasture grounds for grazing the cattle. 

** Infra, pp. 77 and 90. 

*• Infra, Appendix. 

** Ibtd. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6 , Suvarnarajaiamai^tfnuktSpravSlalai^khaldha- 
lavaitabhumiprasiararasadhaiavafi. 

** ShUma SSstry {Arth, Trans,, p. 63) translates the word as 
buildings and gardens, and Gai^apati SSstri {op. at , vol. i, p. 137) 
interprets it as pushpavdfddayah, i.e. flower gardens and the like, 
while Kautilya himself explains it {Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 8), though 
in a different connection, as kan^aktl&y&sasambandhd anugriham 
setuh, i.e. the fastenmg of the roof of a house to the transverse beams 
by means of iron bolts is called {sBtuh). All these interpretations 
(including Kautilya's own) appear unsuited here. The details 
enumerated under this head deal only with cultivation. Neither 
buildings nor any other public work (as Banner] ea interprets the 
word in his Public Administration in Ancient India, p. 175) is men- 
tioned, nor is it confined to gardens only, while the details carefully 
omit dry lands. It appears, therefore, better to interpret it as revenue 
from irrigation, which though an important source of income detailed 
by Kautilya elsewhere has not been mentioned anywhere in this 
classification. 

” Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 6, P%ishpaph(UavStashai^ 4 o^kkUbramulavilpal^ 
situft. 
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Flower gardens. 

Fruit gardens. 

Vegetable gardens. 

Wet field lands. 

Lands where crops are grown by sowing roots for seed (e.g. 
sugar-cane). 


V. FORESTS (vana) 

The income from this source*® was derived from: 

Game forests. 

Timber forests. 

Elephant forests. 


VI. HERDS {vrajaY^ 

This included:®® 

Cows. 

Buffaloes. 

Goats. 

Sheep. 

Asses. 

Camels. 

Horses. 

Mules. 


VII. ROAD OF TRAFFIC (vanikputha) 

Land and waterwa3rs [sthcUapatho v&ripathaseha). 

Another Classification of Revenue is as follows 

^ Afth, Bk. II, ch. 6. Paiufnfigadravyahastivanapartgrahd vanant. 
Compare Vtshi^u, iii, 16, nOgavana, Infra, p. 120. 

Bannerjea (op, cit,, p. 175) takes vraja to mean pasture lands. 
This appears to be incorrect because income from pasture lands 
has already been mentioned under “country parts.” The revenue 
from herds was probably in the shape of the 3deld of cows 
and buffaloes and the like, and in the increase in the number of 
camels, horses, etc., which were used for military purposes among 
others. 

** Afth,, Bk. II, ch. 6. Gdmahtshamajavtkam khardshframaivas^ 
vatarSicha vrajaft* Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 6. 
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(1) Capital {mula).^^ 

(2) Share {bhSga).^^ 

(3) Premia (vySji)*^ 

(4) Parigha (?).»» 

(5) Fixed taxes (klrtpta ) . 

(6) Premium on coins (rUpika), 

(7) Fines (atyaya). 

Neither of these classifications is exhaustive. Many kinds 
of revenue mentioned in the Arthakastra cannot be classed 
under these heads; for instance, extraordinary income like 
presents and treasure troves. 

Mula appears to be the value of the output — ^for example, of 
state monopolies like mining — of perhaps the 3deld of crown lands, 
and of state undertakings hke manufactures. Compare Bhatta- 
swtoii's interpretation, vol. xi, p. 58. Ganapati SSstri 

(op. cit., i, p. 137) thinks that mula is the value realized by the sale 
of grains, fruits, and the like. Cf. Sukranlti, ii, 717. 

Bhdga is the share in kind paid to the state specially land 
revenue. It is improbable that other pa3rments in kind are also 
included, e.g. imported salt paid one<sixth portion to the king 
(Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12, Agantulavaijkam sha 4 bhagam dady&t). Here 
bhaga appears to be used in the restricted technical sense denoting 
land revenue. 

Vyajt is the premium in kind or in cash realized on account of 
the difference between the royal and market measures and weights. 
Kautilya explains the term thus, vikraye patiyUndm arghavfiddhiru- 
paja m&nonmanaviiesho vySji. See Bhattaswami's interpretation 
of the word {Bhaffaswami, f. 34). In view of these explanations 
Jolly {op. cit., ii, pp. 18, 23) does not appear to be correct in 
regarding it as "the name of a certain tax." Also see Arth., Bk. II, 
ch. 15, and infra. Chapter VII. 

** The nature of this source of revenue is uncertain. Bhatfaswami 
the commentator is himself doubtful (Bhafpaswdmi, f. 34). He says: 
partghah p&rtkshikamiti kechit. Dh&tusamuththitdn&m tadjanatakar- 
mdntBshu prayogallabdkaviiisha ityapare. Shama Sastry follows, in 
Arth. Trans., p. 97, the first interpretation and regards partgha 
as the testing charge of coins, while he merely notes the second 
explanation that it was the profit realized by the manufacture 
of goods from minerals. But in ibid.. Preface, p. xxii, he trans- 
lates it as a tax. Jolly also explams it as the name of a certain 
tax, though he does not explain what kind of a tax it was (op. cit., ii, 
p. 18). Sohrabji suggests if pangha could mean investment 
(Notes, p. ii). According to Ganapati SSstri it means ferry dues — 
Staradravyam (op. cit., i, p. 137); while the same scholar interprets 
the word elsewhere (op, cit, i, p. 208) as p&rikshikam. 
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The Third Classification is as follows:^ 

I. CURRENT {vartamdnah), i.e. receipts from day to day.®^ 

Arih., Bk. II, ch. 6. 

Sukra also (ii, 645 ff.) suggests four classifications: 

(i) A. Last year’s surplus. 

B. Current receipts. 

(ii) A. Annual. 

B. Monthly. 

C. Daily. 

(iii) A. New. 

B. Old. 

(iv) A. Belonging to others. 

1. Deposits {aupanidhika). 

2. Gifts (y&chtta). 

3. Loans (auttaman^ika). 

B. Wealth with unknown owners, i.e. {asvamtka). Gems and 

jewels found in street. 

C. Belonging to oneself. 

1. Normal {sShajtka), i.e. regularly increasing daily, 

monthly, or yearly — ^non-quasi economic receipts 
according to B. K. Sarkar (Sukranitt Trans., p. 95). 

(a) Terrestrial {pdrthiva), i.e. coming from land. 
Natural waters. 

Artificial waters. 

Cities. 

ip) Non-terrestrial (%tara). 

Sulka. 

Fines (dap^a). 

Royalties on mines (dkara). 

Presents and contributions. 

2. Adhika (increase), i.e. quasi-economic receipts. 

(a) Terrestrial. 

Natural waters. 

Artificial waters. 

Villages. 

Cities. 

ip) Non-terrestrial . 

Duties. 

Fines. 

Royalties from mines. 

Presents and contributions, etc. 
c 
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II. LAST BALANCE 

This includes: 

(a) Balance of previous year {paramasamvatsarika), 

(b) Whatever is in the hands of others {paraprachSra).^ 

(c) Whatever has changed hands {sankrUnta), 

III. ACCIDENTAL {anyajoto)^^ 

This consists of: 

(a) Property lost and forgotten by others (nashtaprasmfitam), 

{b) Fines on government servants (ayuktadaft^^h). 

{c) Excess profits tax (pdrivam), 

(d) Compensation for damage (parihixtikam),^^ 

(e) Presents {aupayanikam). 

(/) Unclaimed property {damaragatasvamaputrakam) 

Ig) Treasure trove (nidhtli). 

Let us now briefly consider modem classifications of 
revenue. ''Differing classifications of public revenue have 
been almost as niunerous as the writers who have made 
them."^® We shall, however, note those given by Adams^ 
and Seligman.^ 

** This may be government revenue not yet credited to the state. 
Jolly, however, suggests (op. at., ii, p. i8) that it may be “what 
has been brought forward from last year.*' This suggestion appears 
incorrect as the balance of a previous year is already mentioned. 
Sohrabji accepts Shama Sastry's translation (which is followed 
here) and asks if it could mean arrears (op. at., p. 12). 

•• Accidental revenue (anyajdta) is also mentioned in Arth., 
Bk. II, ch. 15. The details enumerated, e.g. presents, unclaimed 
property, and the like, are often referred to in the Arthaidstra. 
These, however, will be discussed in detail later on. 

" The interpretation of Jolly (op. at., ii, p. 18) as “lost 
property** is unacceptable because it has been already mentioned 
under tiie name nashtaprasmptatn, Sohrabji (op. at , p. 12) suggests 
if it could mean con&cation. Infra, p. 130. 

" Jolly {op. at., ii, p. 18) translates (f^niaragatasvam as “the 
property of one who has fled in a riot (or in times of war).** Could 
this refer to the property of a rebel or coward who does not stand 
by the state ? Infra, p. 130. 

“ Ely and Wicker, Elementary Principles of Economics, p. 361. 

Science of Finance, pp. 219 ff. 

Essays in Taxaiion, ch. xiv. 
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H. C. Adams divides revenue into three groups: 

I. Direct Revenue, 

(i) Public domains. 

(ii) Public industries. 

(iii) Gratuities, gifts, and treasure troves. 

(iv) Confiscation and indemnities. 

II. Derivative Revenue. 

(i) Taxes. 

(ii) Fees, assessments, fines, and penalties. 

III. Anticipatory Revenue. 

(i) Sales of bonds and other forms of commercial credit. 

(ii) Treasury notes. 

E. R. A. Seligman’s classification" is as follows: 

1. Gratuitous, e.g. gifts. 

2. Contractual public properties and industry, e.g. prices. 

3. Compulsory: 

(i) Eminent domain-expropriation. 

(ii) Penal power-fines and penalties. 

(iii) Taxing power: 

(а) Fees. 

(б) Special assessments. 

\c) Taxes. 

We shall now place side by side classified modem Indian 
revenue heads, with the Mauryan incomes classified under 
similar heads: 


MODBRN INDIAN RSVENUB 

heads" 

A. Tax Revenue. 

I. Direct. 

Land revenue. 

Income tax. 
Provincial rates. 
Tributes from state. 


MAURYAN REVENUE UNDER 
MODBRN HEADS 

A. Tax Revenue. 

1 . Direct. 

Land revenue. 

Various taxes, e.g. in- 
come tax, poll tax, 
etc. 


" Essays in Taxation, ch. xiv, p. 430. 

" Shirras, Science of Public Finance, p. 632. 
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MODERN INDIAN REVENUE 
HEADS (cOfU.) 

A. Tax Revenue (cont.). 

II. Indirect. 

Opium. 

Salt. 

Excise. 

Stamps. 

Registration. 

Customs. 

B. Non-tax Revenue. 

III. Government or public under- 

takings. 

Railways. 

Irrigation. 

Other public works. 
Posts and telegraphs. 
Mint. 

Forests. 

Stationery and printing. 
Scientific and miscel- 
laneous. 

IV. Other Sources. 

Interest. 

Military receipts. 
Exchange. 
Superannuation. 
Miscellaneous. 


MAURYAN REVENUE UNDER 
MODERN HEADS (COnt.) 

A. Tax Revenue (cont.). 

II. Indirect. 

Salt. 

Excise. 

Customs, Tolls, Octrois. 


B. Non-tax Revenue. 

III. Government undertakings. 

Mercantile marine. 
Irrigation. 

Mines. 

Manufactories. 

Trading. 

Mint. 

Forests. 

Crown lands. 

IV. Other Sources. 

Treasure troves. 
Compensations. 
Unclaimed property, etc. 
Miscellaneous. 
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SOME REVENUE TERMS 

In Sanskrit treatises on Government, specially in the 
Kautiliya Arthaidstra, there are some revenue terms the 
exact significance of which is by no means clear. An attempt 
has been made below to explain a few such words, viz. 
vdstuka, kata, rajju, and chorarajju. 

Vdstuka 

Under the head durgd^ is mentioned a source of revenue 
called vdstuka, which word has been translated by Shama 
Sastry* as building sites, and explained by Gaigiapati ^astri® 
as dvasathanirmdtdrastakshddayah. 

Before determining what kind of income it was, we shall 
ascertain the meaning of the word, and also of the word 
vdstu, with which vdstuka is very closely connected; for it is 
by no means easy to know what the words exactly signify. 

Vdstu has been defined by Kautilya* as griham kshitra- 
mdrdmassHuhandhastatdkamddhdro vd vdstuh, i.e. '‘Houses, 
fields, gardens, buildings of any kind [sHubandhaK\, lakes, 
and tanks are each called vdstu”^ But Kautilya himself 
appears to use the word in various senses, often with a 
restricted meaning. In the passage® krishfdkrishfasthala- 
keddrdrdmashafj^vdfavanavdstuchaityadivagriha, etc., vdstu 
evidently stands for houses only, as the irrigation works, 
fields, and gardens mentioned in Kautilya's definition of 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6. * Arth. Trans., p. 63. 

* Op, cit,, i, p. 136. * Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 8. 

* Arth. Trans., p. 204. As r^ards the word setubandhab. Jolly 
(op. ext., ii, p. 37) says lhat it may denote irrigation works here as 
it is followed by tatdha and ddhdrd. This interpretation appears more 
correct than Sh&ma Sdstry's, which is quoted above. 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 33. Sh&ma S&stry, in his translation, p. 173, 
appears to omit the word vdstu. 
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vastu are separately enumerated. Again, the word is used 
in this restricted sense of house in the chapter on “Sale 
without ownership.”’ It is also used in the sense of fields.® 
It denotes a site in the passage vdstukapraiastavdstuni* 
Likewise in vdstuvibhdgah}*^ i.e. demarcation of ground. 

The same kind of difficulty is evident as regards vdstukaP- 
Kautilya says, V dstukapraiaste dsis, and Shama Sastry 
translates^ it, "On a site naturally fitted for that purpose.” 
Jolly’s translation^ is very much the same, but he adds, 
“Or vdstuka may denote the art of building like vdstuvidyd, 
the meaning being that the harem should be erected on a 
site recommended by the rules of architecture.” This sug- 
gestion of JoUy finds support in the chapter entitled 
Grihavdstuka}* which deals with the rules of construction 
of houses. But the word vdstuka is also used in the sense of 
house or building.^ For instance, in the passage^ sarva- 
vdstukaydh prdkshiptakayorvd idlaydk kishkurantarikd tripadi 
vd, it means,” “Between any two houses or between 
the extended portions of any two houses, the intervening 
space shall be 4 padas or 3 padas." Again, sometimes the 
word is so used as to include all the items mentioned in 

^ Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. i6, Vim^ativarshopekshitam anuvasitam 
vastunanuyunjita. JMtayaiirdtny&lip&shai!id& v& r&jnamasannidhau 
paravSstushu vivasanto na bhogena hareyuft. The phrase vdstuvtkrayah 
in the closing sentence in Bk. Ill, ch. 9, stands for sale of buildings, 
while, as ihe title of the chapter, it includes, if we assume that it is 
used to denote all the items in the chapter and not that it is only 
a short headmg, as Sh^a S^try obviously and correctly also 
takes it in his translation (title of ch. 9 in Bk. Ill), all the items found 
in the definition of vSstu. In the passage pdmsuviiesheiiia vastuch- 
chhtdram va purayet (Bk. II, ch .3), vSstu stands for ramparts, i.e. 
building. 

• Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 9. 

* Arth., Bk. X, ch. i. Here vdstu stands in the place of deia in the 
passage vSstukapraiasti dBie in Bk. II, ch. 3. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 4. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 3, and Bk. I, ch. 20. 

Arth. Trans., p. 42. Jolly's Edition, ii, p. 12. 

Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 8 . « Ibid. Also Bk. II, ch. 3. 

Arth.9 Bk. Ill, ch. 8. Arth. Trans., p. 205. 
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Kautilya's definition of vastu. For example, in the passage 
while concluding some chapters,^ iti dharmasthiyS vastukS 
vdstuvikrayal}. The chapters deal with houses, fields, irriga- 
tion works, and the like. 

In the Jatakas}* vatthu (vastu) denotes site. Likewise, in 
the Damodarpur copperplate inscription of the fifth century 
after Christ,*® vastu is used in the same sense. It says: 
“Application had been properly made (by him) for vastu 
[land] to be given to him in the neighbourhood of those 
cultivated lands for the purpose of building temples and 
store-rooms.” 

In the light of the foregoing discussion, it may be perhaps 
not incorrect to take vastu to mean sites, and vdstuka, house 
or budding.*^ 

What, then, is the revenue from vastuka} Even accepting 
Kautilya’s definition of vastu as including houses, fields, and 
gardens and irrigation works, we find that the mention of 
revenue from vdstuka leads us to take it as buildings and 
sites; for income from land is mentioned under country 
parts and that from irrigation under setu. Further revenue 
from land and irrigation cannot be expected from forts. 
Therefore the income from vdstuka appears to be from 
houses and sites. 

Next arises another question: Of what particular kind 
was this income? The revenue from houses and sites may 
take various forms. It may denote revenue from letting out 
buildings and sites owned by the state. This suggestion 
arises because a state which owned lands, mines, and 
manufactories — ^in short, was itself a private capitalist — 
may have owned houses and leased them out, even as it 

^ Arth., Bk. Ill, chs. lo and ii. 

*• Jstaka, no. 257. *® Ep. Ind., xv, no. 7 (4). 

According to Monier-Williams' Sans.-Eng. Diet., p. 908, v&stu 
means "the site or foundation of a house, ground suitable for building 
a house, a building place, building ground, site, ground, a house 
habitation, abode, region, a kind of vegetable [vAsfwfta].'' Vdstuka is 
explained as the potherb Chenopodium album. 
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did its ships and boats. Moreover, a similar instance is found 
in ancient Athens,** where the state owned houses which it 
leased out to private persons. 

Or it may denote the value realized from the sale of 
government houses and sites, just as in modem days states 
and municipalities do sell building sites. 

A third alternative is that it may be in the natmre of a 
tax on the sale or transfer of private houses and sites. This 
finds some support in the fact that the Mamyan state 
actually levied a tax on the sale of articles,** and also on 
the sale of land.®* It would, therefore, be nothing uncommon 
to find one on the sale of houses and sites. 

But the greatest probability appears to be in favour of 
the last alternative, viz. that it was a house tax like the 
inhabited house duty of England and a tax on building sites 
as is common in modem days. This suggestion finds support 
in the Sukraniti and the later inscriptions, ^ukra observes 
that the king should receive taxes from houses and abodes*® 
as from lands and from shopkeepers.** Taxes on hoiises and 
shops are mentioned in the inscriptions. The Bankarpur 
inscription of SomeSvaradeva I of a.d. 1055*’ mentions 
house taxes along with petty taxes, fines, etc. An inscription 
from Hottur (a.d. 1064)** mentions the grant of a tax of a 
and a quarter on the . . . house belonging to the 
magistracy of Pottiyur and the petty (?) tax on houses 
under the seigniorial authority. Again, the Kyasanur inscrip- 
tion of Nityavarsha Amdghavarsha of A.D. 970®* says: “For 
a mettal (the tax is to be) four damma, for an . . . three, 

•• Boeckb, The Public Economy of the Athenians, p. 140. 

»* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 22. 

** Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. g. 

** Sukraniti, iv, 2, 256, GfthSdyOdhllrabhuiulkaijt. B. K. Saxkar 
translates bhuiulkam as rent {Sukraniti Trans,, p. 149), but it 
appears better to take it as tax. 

** Sukraniti, iv, 2, 257, TathSchapapikibhyastu paifyabhuiulkamH- 
harlt. Here Sarkar translates bhuiulkam as land tax. 

” Ep. Ind., xiii, no. 14. 

*• Ep. Ind., xvi, no. ii. •* Ep. Ind., xvi, no. 21. 
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for a house two, the damma in houses (is to be) one gold.” 
The house and shop taxes are also mentioned in the Arthuna 
inscription of the Paramara Chamundaraja of a.d. 1079.*® 

A rather doubtful piece of evidence is foimd in the 
Arthakastra itself. Kau^ilya says” that one of the duties of 
the gopa was to number the houses as tax-pa}dng {karada) 
and non-tax-pa3dng, and to collect from each house gold, 
free labour, itdka (which we shall interpret not as toll but 
as tax), and fines. This applied to the country as well as 
the city. It suggests that these may have been taxes on 
houses. But the point of doubt is that while vdstukatif is 
mentioned under forts only and not imder country parts, 
this passage from Kautilya refers to the coimtry parts also, 
and would imply that there was the house tax in the 
country also. 

However, it appears that vdstukam is the revenue from 
taxes on houses, and perhaps on building sites also. 

Kara 

The correct interpretation of the word kara is very 
important, specially for a true understanding of the question 
of land ownership because of the frequent use of the word 
in connection with land. 

In the Arthakastra the word appears to have been used 
in different senses, one of which at least denotes a particular 
tax. This use is found in the enumeration of kara as a 
particular form of revenue.” Shama Pastry interprets the 
word in one place” as “taxes paid in money,” while in 

*® Ep.Iiid.,Tdv, no. 21. This inscription says: "Under this constitu- 
tion there was assigned on every house of the whole population a 
dramma, on the gambling (house) two rupakas.” Also aeeEp. Ind., xix, 
no. 4, where a corporation of Vira-Bavajigas levies house and shop 
taxes and assigns them to two temples. See also Ep. Ind., v, no. 9, 
where a tax on residence within the village is mentioned. 

” Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35, GrihdnSflcha karadttkaradasaiikhySnSna, etc. 

Arth., Bk. II, chs. 6 and 15. 

*• J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, pp. 83-4, Karaf^ prativarshadlyali, 
bhOdrapadika vSsantikSdyam pddSvam. 
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another,** where the same word is used in the same sense, 
translates it as “taxes or subsidies that are paid by vassal 
kings and others," perhaps on an interpretation of com- 
mentator Bhattaswami's explanation of the word as vdsaiv- 
iika and bhadrapddika. 

The first interpretation cannot be accepted, although the 
word has that meaning also,** because it implies that the 
other items of income mentioned along with kara were in 
kind. But it is highly probable that the revenue from 
merchants and the road cess, as well as the piv 4 ^kara and 
the utsaAga, were in money. The second interpretation not 
only contradicts the first, but appears to be an uncommon 
use of the word. 

Ganapati ^astri** is at least consistent in his explanation 
that kara is phalavrikshddisambandham rdjadeyam. This 
meaning appears quite new to the word kara. 

The difficulty in the interpretation of the word is to a 
certain extent due to Kautilya himself. He seems to use 
the term in various contexts. As remarked above, in Bk. II, 
chs. 6 and 15, he mentions it as a distinct source of revenue 
coming from country parts {rdshfra), along with sitd (income 
from crown lands) and bhdga (land revenue) and other items. 
This clearly indicates that not only was kara a particular 
tax and not the general name for tax, but also that it was 
an income from country parts only. Were it the name for 
taxes paid in money, as Shama Pastry contends, it ought 
to have been mentioned under forts also, where a host of 
taxes in money is found. 

However, when Kautilya says*^ karadSbhyah kritakshStrd- 
ijyaikapurashikdifi prayachchhSt, the karadas referred to appear 
to be the crown tenants, and kara therefore denotes sSd.** 

“ J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, p. 109. 

•* Vide the interpretations of Manu, viii, 307, by MSdhStithi 
and SarvajflanSrfiyapa (Mandahk, vol. ii, p. 1057). 

•• Op. dt., i, jpp. 136, 230. •’ Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. 

** Ga^pati SSstii (op. at., vol. i, p. in) takes it as the king’s 
share (rdjabhdga). When in the same chapter (Arth., Bk. II, ch. i) 
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In Bk. Ill, ch. 10, which deals with the alienation of 
lands, we find karaddft karadSshvadhdnam vikrayam vd kuryuh 
brahtnadtyikd brahmadeyiklshu, etc. This perhaps refers to 
all lands other than crown lands.®* If it refers to all lands, 
as it does, kara obviously indicates bhdga, though it is 
probable that other taxes also are included, because of the 
succeeding reference to tax-free villages and to the brahtna- 
dtya lands which were exempt from all taxes. 

Again, in the passage grihdttdficha karaddkarada safikhyd- 
nena*^ etc., kara may have reference to taxes in money. 

Another use of the word kara is found when the king is 
said to protect agriculture from dai) 4 t>’Vishtikardbddhaik.*^ 
This protection obviously extended to all agriculture and 
both crown and "private” lands. Kara would, therefore, 
include sitd as well as bhdga. But the use of kara in Bk. II, 
chs. 6 and 15, in the particular sense clearly shows that 
there at least neither bhdga nor is denoted by the word, 
for they are separately enumerated. 

Lastly, when brahmadSya lands are referred to as akaraddfy, 
kara seems to denote all kinds of taxes. 

This confusion in the use of the term gets confirmed by 
its employment in Manu and the inscriptions. Manu says,*® 
ydrakshanbalamddhatte karam ktdkam cha pdrthivah. Kara 
excludes htUka and bedi, Manu’s commentators®® do not 
agree on the meaning of the term in the foregoing con- 
nection. According to Medhatithi, kara denotes dravydddnam, 

brahmadeya lands are admfdaharWtfi, the kara included, among other 
taxes, sitd', if, as it is contended, though incorrectly, the second book 
deals with crown lands only, then the brahmadSya lands would be only 
crown lands. 

*• If crown lands are included, it would imply that even the mere 
tenant-cultivator had the right of alienation. This is contradicted 
by the passage quoted above (Bk. II, c^. i), where lands are said to 
be leased not only for life, and, moreover, is opposed to common 
sense that a person who merely cultivates another’s land could 
alienate it. 

" Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35. " Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. 

** Manu, viii, 307. “ Mandalik, vol. ii, pp. 1056-7. 
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and according to SarvajfianuayaQa it means tadvat [i.e. 
dhdnyadibhagavot] bhuminiyatam dtyam hiraifyam. R&ghava- 
nanda regards it as given monthly by villagers (gramavast), 
while Ramachandra explains it as gultnadayikam. These 
interpretations are not supported by Manu’s own explana- 
tion. "Let the king make the common inhabitants of his 
realm who live by traffic pay annually some trifle which is 
called a tax {kara).”*^ 

In the Gimar" inscription, Rudradaman’s treasury is said 
to have been filled by baliiidkabhagaiJ^ “tributes [bali\, toll 
[hidka\, and shares,” while the dam is said to have been 
built without oppressing the people with kara, forced labour 
{vishfi), and benevolences. The use of bait in one place and 
kara in another seems to indicate that both cannot stand 
for tax in general." 

In the Gaya copperplate of Samudragupta" it is men- 
tioned that the tax-pa3dng cultivators and artisans should 
not be allowed to settle in a certain gift village. The mention 
of artisans as tax-pa3dng indicates that kara is used to denote 
all the taxes, including those paid by the cultivator as well 
as the artisans. Likewise, in the Chammak copperplate of 
Pravarasena," akaraddyi denotes taxes in general, but the 
details of remissions enumerated in the grant include con- 
tributions other than taxes. In another inscription" kara 
stands for all kinds of contributions other than land revenue 
{bhdga) and bhoga (?), and yet in another" it excludes iulka, 
bhaga, bhdga, and hiraifya (? gold).“ 

** Manu, vii, 137, YatkiUchidapivarshasya dSpayStkarasajHitam; 
vyavahUrlifa jivantam rajH rOshfrl prithagjanatfi. Compare the 
inteipTetatioiis of MSdh&titfai, Saivajfian&rfiya^a KuUuka, RSgha- 
v£nanda, Nandana, and RfUnachandia. Manddhk, vol. ii, pp. 820-1. 

** Ep. Ind., viii, no. 6. 

M In this sense the word is used mEp. Ind., xiv, no. 27, and xv, 
no. I, and some others. " Gupta InsmpHons, no. 60. 

“ Gupta Inscriptions, no. 55. *• Gupta Inscriptions, no. 26. 

** Gupta Inscriptions, nos. 27 and 28. 

H Also see Ep. Ind., i, no. ii, Bhdgabhdgt^arahiraifySdi. 
IQelhom {Ep. Ind., vii, no. 22) translates karahiraifya as “payments 
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In the Khalimpur plate of Dharmap31ad€va,** Kielhorn 
takes kara as "pa 3 mients in money,” because he interprets 
pvt)4ahi as “payments in kind.” 

The praknt grant of the Pallava king, ^ivaskandavarman," 
appears to use the word hira in two different senses. It 
says, "chilerekalwduinkavatUikam akarayollahavinesikhaUd- 
vdsatn adudhadadhigohanam araf^tasamvinayikam alonagida- 
chchobham akaraveffhikotijallatn," etc., and this is translated 
by Biihler thus:®* ". . . this garden in Chitterakakodumka 
which belongs to brahmans (is to be) free from taxes . . . 
free from the taking of sweet and sour milk, free from all 
troubles about salt and sugar, free from taxes, forced labour 
. . . free from the taking of oxen in succession, free from 
the taking of grass and wood, free from the taking of 
vegetable and flowers,” etc. 

Buhler’s translation of kara in both places as tax appears 
incorrect. For if the word were intended to indicate tax in 
general there would have been no necessity for using it 
twice. Moreover, kara is enumerated along with other taxes, 
e.g. those on oxen, grass, wood, etc. Therefore it seems that 
the word is used in two senses — ^probably the first kara 
stands for tax in general, while the second denotes a par- 
ticular tax, perhaps like the one mentioned by Kautilya; 
or it may even denote the taxes in money if the taxes on 
oxen and the like were, as is quite possible, in kind, 
in money, "evidently taking kara by itself simply as "tax," just as 
Barnett has taken karadhanam {Ep. Ind., xiii, no. 23), while in Ep. 
Ind., xii, no. 8, RSdhSgovinda Basak interprets the same phrase as 
"kwa and hiravya tributes," taking the two as separate tributes. 
Basak's interpretation is supported by Ep. Ind., xvi, no. 2, where 
instead of karahiravySdi is found bkdgabkSgopoiuhiranyakarahdkadi. 
This interchange of the words, the use of htrapyaift instead of hiratfya, 
and the mention of the two terms along with (tax on) cattle (pain) 
and iulka, appear to confirm that hirapya and kara are two different 
contributions and that, as iulka and perhaps Airotryaalso werein money, 
Kara does not refer to money taxes but only to a particular kind of 
tax. It is, however, uncertain if hirapya indicates royalty on mining. 

** Ep. Ind., iv, no. 34, Samuchita karapipiaMdi sarvapratyOyd^ 
panaydb. See Kielhom’s e^lanation of pip^aha. 

*• Ep. Ind. i, no. i. 


** Ibid., pp. 8-9. 
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The one peculiar use of kara is found in the sixth Htha- 
puram plate of \Trach5da,‘‘ where it appears to have been 
used in the sense of land revenue. The passcige “praH- 
samvaisara atra praiibhdgam sardham nishkatn ka \rain\ 
parikaipya," etc., is translated by H. Krishna Sastri as 
“having fixed an annual assessment of one and a half 
nishka on each of these shares.” Perhaps a like usage is 
found in the Palitana plate No. i of Dhruvasena I,“ which 
mentions the grant of “the karada field (formerly) enjoyed 
by the brahman, Visakha.” Sten Konow®’ explains that 
“karada perhaps means tribute-pajnng.” Thus in this inscrip- 
tion also kara appears to denote land revenue. 

Thus even in the inscriptions the word is used in different 
senses, and the uses in the Arthaiastra find support in one 
or the other of the edicts. In short, as remarked above, in 
Arth., Bk. II, chs. 6 and 15, it is almost certain that kara 
is a particular tax. The commentator explains it as taxes 
collected annually in the months of Bhddrapada (April and 
May) or VasafUa (August and September). But the exact 
natmre of this tax is not knovm. 

Rajju and Chorarajjii 

These are mentioned*® as sources of revenue from country 
parts {rdshfra). Great difficulty has been felt in the correct 
interpretation of these words, especially of rajjii. Shama 
Pastry translates®* rajjii as “ropes,” and writes in the foot- 
note that the precise meaning of the word is not known. 
Jolly®* writes that “the rajjus by name correspond to the 
officials in the A^ka inscriptions whose functions are rather 
those of the Sthdnikas of the Arthe^astra" Gaijiapati Sastri*® 
says, "rajjii}^ vishayapSlSdtyam ityahuij," i.e. the revenue 
from district officers {vishayapdla). 

The real explanation of rajjii is indicated in the Artha- 

»* Ep. Ind., V. no. 10. 

•• Ep. Ind., xi, no. 9. •’ Ep. Ind., ad, p. in. 

** Artk., Bk. II, ch. 6. •• Arth. Trans., p. 63. 

•® Op. cit., ii, p. 17. ” Op. cit., i, p. 136. 
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kdslra itself. Rajju is mentioned^^ as a length used for 
measuring lands. Its length is given as follows: 

6 kamas or 192 aHgttlas == i dai^ 4 ^ used in measuring such lands 
as are gifted to the brahmans. 

10 = I rajju, 

2 raj jus = 1 pandesa (square measure). 

3 raj jus = I mvartana (square measure). 

The same 3 rajjus plus two dar^ 4 ^ on one side only = i hdhu 
(arm). 

10 dhanas = 1 goruta. 

4 quarters = i yojana. 

Thus are the lineal and square measures dealt with. It is 
thus evident that rajju was a standard of measure. Shama 
^astry®^ calculates 96 angulas as equal to 6 feet, and this 
gives the following measurements: 

Each aiigula is equal to three-quarters of an inch. 

I dat^ 4 ^ or 196 aUgulas are equal to 12 feet. 

10 da^ 4 ^ or a rajju is equal to 120 feet. 

Each rajju therefore denotes a length of 120 feet.®^ 

The exact length of the rajju, however, does not matter 
for the discussion. It is enough to know that it was a land 
measure. This conclusion is supported by the fact that in 
the Kurudhaminajdtaka^ is mentioned an officer called rajju 
gdhaka amacco, who appears to be the settlement officer and 
who measured land by means of a cord {rajju). Moreover, 
the rajjukas^^ who were officers of a very high grade under 
A§6ka, appear to have been settlement officers. Further, 
Strabo has perhaps the rajjukas in view when he speaks of 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 20. 

Arth, Trans,, p. 128, footnote. 

C. V. Vaid3ra {Medieval India, vol. i, p. 133), however, gives a 
different length. He calculates the mvartana as equal to 120 cubits 
= 180 feet = 60 yards. The rajju, then, would be 60 feet or 20 yards, 
i.e. half of what Shama Sastry gives. 

Jdtaka, no. 276 (Fausholl, vol. ii, p. 376), . . so pi ekadivasam 

janapade khittam minanto rajjtni da^ 4 ^ke bandhitvd lhain kdtim 
khettasamikena gahopetvd Bham attema aggahesi. , , Vide the 
description of the rajjukas in Fick's Social Organization in Norths 
East India in Buddha* s Time, pp. 148 ff. 

•• Rock Edicts III, IV, etc. 
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magistrates superintending the rivers and measuring the 
land as in Egypt.*’ 

The rajju was probably some kind of revenue from the 
land, but of what kind exactly is uncertain. It was some- 
thing other than the income from crown lands and land 
revenue, for both sUa and hhaga are mentioned along with 
rajju under country parts. 

As regards chorarajju, Shama Pastry** translates it as 
“ropes to bind thieves.” Jolly** writes that “the chora- 
rajjukas recur in iv, 13, as certain police officers responsible 
for robberies committed in their district.” Sohrabji’® 
notes what Shama Sastry has to say, and remarks: “The 
word chorasndyu is to be found, and Wilson has explained 
it as the Lecahirta (see Mon. Wm's Die., Chorasndyu). The 
word again occurs in Bk. IV, p. 232, 1 . 10, avimtdndm 
chorarajjukah. The word rajju preceding seems uimecessary.” 
Ganapati Sastri’^ explains it as "chorarajjuh chdragrdhakdya 
grdmadeyamitydhuh.” Hultzch,’* too, is of the same opinion. 
He says: “In the Kautiliya, the two terms 'chora-rajju 
(p. 60) and chora-rajjuka' (p. 232) seem to mean something 
like ‘police’ and ‘police officer’ respectively. Cf. I. J. Sohrabji, 
Notes on the Artha&dstram, p. 10 f., and Jolly in Z.D.M.G., 
71, 228.” 

Gai^apati Sastri’s interpretation appears to be the correct 
one, as is evident below. According to Kautilya,’® if mer- 
chants lost their goods in villages through theft or otherwise, 
the headman of the village had to make good the loss. 
“Whatever of their merchandise is stolen or lost in the 
intervening places between any two villages,” says Kau- 
tUya,’* “shall the superintendent of pasture lands make 
good. If there are no pasture lands (in such places) the 

Strabo, xv, 50. *• Arth. Trans., p. 63. 

•• Op. cit., ii, p. 17. ’* Notes, pp. lo-ii. 

^ Op. cit., i, p. 136. Corp. Ins. Ind., vol. i, p. 5. 

»* Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 9. 

Arth. Trans., p. 283. Cf. Apasthambha, ii, 10, 26, 8; Vishifu, 
iii. 66-7. 
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officer called chorarajjuka shall make good the loss. If the 
loss of merchandise occurs in such places or parts of the 
country as are not provided even with such security, the 
people in the boundaries of the place shall contribute to 
make up the loss. If there are no people in the boundaries, 
the people of five or ten villages of the neighbourhood shall 
make up the loss.” 

This passage clearly indicates that the cfmarajjukas were 
a sort of police officers responsible for loss of goods. But as 
to why the superintendent of pasture lands was primarily 
liable for the loss, and the chorarajjukas only in his absence, 
is not clear. Did these police officers exist only where the 
superintendent of pasture lands was not found? At least 
there were some places in the country where the chora- 
rajjukas were not instituted, because, according to Kautilya,’® 
in places with no such security (i.e. a chorarajjuka) the people 
of the neighbourhood made up the loss. 

However, that the chorarajjukas were police officers is 
proved by the fact that they were responsible for the 
security of the kingdom. Further interesting evidence sup- 
porting the above view is available from some inscriptions 
of a later period.’® Some of the inscriptions, while grant- 
ing lands, mention officers called chauroddhararjika^ and 
revenue called chauroddhararj^i?^ For instance, the Rampal 
copperplate of ^richandradeva’* grants a piece of land: 
“ sadakaparadhd sachauroddharartd parihritasarvaf^a" This 
indicates that chaurbddhararja, was some kind of revenue 
due to the state but transferred to the grantee. It is not, 
as R. D. Bannerjea translates,*® "the right of extirpation 
of robbers,” for this right is a responsibility involving 
expenditure, and, therefore, is obviously out of place where 
liabilities exempted from and rights to revenue conferred 

« Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 13. 

’* Ep. Jnd., xi, no. 5; 3di, nos. 8 and 18; xiv, no. 23; xvii, no. 17. 

” Ep. Itid., xi, no. 5; xii, no. 8; xvii, no. 17. 

Ep. Ind., xii, no. 18; xiv, no. 23; xvii, no. 17. 

’* Ep. Ind., xii, no. 18. •• Ep. Ind., xiv, no. 23. 
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upon are enumerated. On the contrary it is, as Radhagovind 
Basak® hesitatingly translates, "police taxes (?),” for the 
above sentence evidently means “with (the fines on) the 
ten offences, with the police taxes, without any liability.'’ 

Moreover, ^ukra states®* that the police were to be main 
tained out of money raised from the householders of the 
locality where they are instituted. This clearly means a 
special tax for the upkeep of the police. 

In the light of the foregoing evidence it appears that 
chaurdddharava indicates police tax and chauroddhara^ika 
police officer. Likewise it is probable that chdrarajjuka 
denotes police officer and chorarajju police tax, and not 
either "ropes to bind thieves,” as Shama Pastry puts it, 
or “police,” as Hultzch explains. For chorarajju is mentioned 
as a source of revenue, and mere police cannot be a source 
of income. It is a kind of contribution for the maintenance 
of the police, a tax perhaps, like the modem punitive police 
tax imposed on a turbulent locality which requires extra 
police help. 

From the fact that the police officers may not have been 
in all parts of the country, as is indicated by Kautil}^, it 
may be that the tax was not imposed universally in the 
kingdom, but only where the police were instituted. 

® Ep, Ind., xii, p. 142. •* &uhraniH, i, 581. 
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I. LAND REVENUE 

At all times and in almost every country the revenue from 
land has been an important source of income to the state. 
In our own country it was until recently the mainstay of 
Indian finance, yielding a large part of the revenue. Maiuyan 
finances also seem to have depended a great deal, perhaps 
more than the British Indian finances ever did, upon this 
source of income. 

At the very outset it may be observed that revenue from 
land was received from two distinct sources — as income from 
royal domain, and from taxation of non-crown lands. Royal 
or public domain or crown lands mean in this book lands 
owned and often cultivated by the state. The non- 
crown lands denote the land in the possession — ^the question 
of ownership will be discussed at length presently — of the 
people. In this chapter is considered the problem of “non- 
crown” lands, the income from which source is called land 
revenue. 

THE OWNERSHIP OF LAND 

Before examining this question of ownership, it should be 
noted that there can be little dispute about the existence 
of crown lands.^ The only question is whether the non-crown 


^ Infra, Chapter VII. 
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lands which were in the people’s possession were in any 
sense owned by the state. 

There are three distinct views on this subject. The first 
one, represented by V. A. Smith, is definite on the point 
that there was state-landlordism, i.e. that the state was the 
owner of all lands. “The native law of India,” writes Smith,* 
"has always regarded agricultural land as being crown 
property.” The second view, championed by K. P. Jayaswal, 
takes us to the other extreme. To quote Jayaswal:* “Some 
of these writers have confidently asserted that property in 
the soil, according to the Hindu view, always vested in the 
Hindu sovereign. The fact, on the other hand, is that it is 
exactly the reverse of the Hindu theory on the subject. The 
writers unconsciously read their own feudal law into Hindu 
jurisprudence. Nothing is so distant from Hindu law as this 
theory. Anyone who is conversant with the general tendency 
of the principles of Hindu law in constitutional matters 
would not believe his eyes even if he were given a iloka 
in support of the feudal theory.” F. W. Thomas represents 
the third view — qualified state-landlordism — ^that the land 
belonged to the state under certain conditions. Says Thomas 
“Apart from the royal domains, which must have been con- 
siderable, the ultimate property in the land appertained, in 
the sense which has since prevailed, to the king; that is to 
say, the king was entitled to his revenue therefrom, and in 
defaidt could replace the cultivator in his holding.” 

I shall consider how far each of these views is tenable, 
making where necessary a detailed examination of the text 
of the Artha&astra. 

* Early History of India, pp. 137 ff. 

* Hindu Polity, part ii, pp. 174 ff. Also see P. N. Banneijea, 
PuMic Administration in Ancient India, p. 179, where be writes: 
"The king, however, was never regarded as the owner of the land, 
and he never claimed a right to the unearned increment of the land." 
For a criticism of the latter idea, Le. about unearned increment, 
infra, p. iia. 

* Cambridge History of India, voL i. p. 475. 
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The theory of absolute state-landlordism is based upon 
the following pieces of evidence. Megasthenes, who was the 
Greek ambassador in the Mauryan court for a number of 
years, says:* “They [the husbandmen] pay a land tribute 
to the king because all India is the property of the crown, 
and no private person is permitted to own land. Besides 
the land tribute, they pay into the royal treasury a fourth 
part of the produce of the soil." Again, Bhattaswami, a 
commentator of the Arthaidstra, quotes® a verse in support 
of state proprietorship of land: 

Rdjd bhumeh patirdrishtah §dstrajfiainidakasyacha. 

Tdbhydm anyattu yaddravyamtatra svdmyant kutumbindm. 

This kloka means, “Those who are well versed in the Sdstras 
admit that the king is the owner of both land and water, 
and that the people can exercise their right of ownership 
over all other things except these two."^ 

® Dtodofus, ii, 40. In Ancient India as described in Classical Litera- 
ture, p. 48, footnote, where Diodorus is quoted, we find land rent 
instead of land tribute. Also see Strabo, xv, i, 40. McCrindle translates 
the passage thus: *‘The whole of the land belongs to the crown, and 
the husbandmen till it on condition of receiving as wages one-fourth 
of the produce.*' Also see McCrindle's footnote on this passage. 
Dr. L. D. Barnett has kindly supplied me with a literal translation 
of the original Greek. The second half of the sentence literally means 
“they work it for hire, at the rate of fourth (part) of the produce." 
I shall deal with this passage in detail presently. 

• Bhaftaswdtni, i. 78. 

’ Arih. Trans,, p. 140, footnote. Also see Jolly, op, dt., vol. ii, p. 29, 
and for the ildka Gaii^apati S&stri, op, at,, vol. i, p. 287. Jolly says 
in this connection: “This rule agrees with the theory of the code of 
Manu that the king is the owner of the soil {Manu, viii, 39) ." This idea 
of ownership does not appear to be warranted by the ildka referred 
to. Manu says: 

Nidhindntu purSpSndm dhdtundmSva cha kshitau, 

A rdhabhdgrakshaii^ddrdjd bhumiradhtpaiirhisali. 

This is translated by Bfihler {Sacred Books of the East, vol. xxv, 
P- 259) as follows: “The king obtains one-half of ancient hoards and 
metals (found) in the ground by reason of (his riving protection) 
(and) because he is the lord of the soil,** Burnell and Hopkins also 
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In the Arthabdstra itself one or two pieces of indirect 
evidence are found. Kautilya says® that lands prepared for 
cultivation should be given to taxpayers (karada) only for 
life, and that unprepared lands should not be taken away 
from those who are preparing them for cultivation. This 
means that the state gave the land to the cultivator for life, 
which indicates the ownership of the state. Further, if land 
was private property, why take unprepared land? When the 
state gave the land to another cultivator, it appears very 
improbable that he acquired its ownership because he was 
prepared to cultivate. 

Let us now examine each of these arguments. The evidence 
of Megasthenes has been rejected on the ground that the 
statements found in Diodorus and Strabo differ materially 
from and contradict each other.® According to Diodorus, the 

(Ordinances of Manu, p. 183) translate the last quarter of the verse — 
which IS the point in discussion — as “since he is the lord of the earth” 

But BUhler writes in the footnote: “I take the last clause which 
might be translated ‘(and) because he is the lord of the earth* as 
a distmct recognition of the principle that the ownership of all land 
IS vested in the king ** In other words, Buhler*s own interpretation is 
that the king was the owner of the soil. But Manu defimtely states 
(ix, 44) that the land belongs to him who cleared it. Buhler refers 
to this iloka in Ep. Ind., i, no. ii (p 74, footnote), and says: “The 
ultimate sense of the expression is, therefore, that the land in question 
is made over to the donee with the same fuU right of ownership which 
the first cultivator would have possessed who reclaimed it.** There- 
fore, to infer from the above verse that, according to Manu, the king 
was the owner of the land appears too far-fetched. Moreover, Bfihler 
himself translates another verse (viii, 239) as follows: “(The owner 
of the field) shall mark a hedge over which a camel cannot look,** etc. 

» Arth„mi. II, ch. i: 

Karadehhyah kfitakshetrdnyaikapurushikdni prayachchet. 

Akfit&ni kartfibhyah nadeydt. 

As regards the mterpretation of the word kara, on which depends 
a great deal, see Appendix, supra, p. 41 . 

* This contradiction was pointed out as early as the beginning of 
the last century by Major Wilks in his History of Mysore, In view 
of my interpretation in these pages I have not considered it necessary 
to deal with K. M. Gupta*s views on land ownership and the Greek 
passages (K. M. Gupta, The Land System in South India, chs. iv 
and v). 
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cuttivator paid the fourth part of the produce to the state, 
whereas, according to Strabo, the state paid as wages to the 
cultivator the fourth part. This contradiction has been the 
principal ground for rejecting Megasthenes’ evidence. 

As pointed out above, the original Greek passage from 
Strabo literally means,^® "They [i.e. the cultivators] work it 
for hire, at the rate of fourth [part] of the produce.” 
McCrindle's version is, therefore, not exactly literal. How- 
ever, the original passage lends itself to two interpretations. 
It may indicate that the cultivators hired the land, paying 
to the state as hire one-fourth of the produce, for it is not 
definite whether the fourth part was paid by them to the 
state as rent or whether they received it as the hire (wages) 
for their labour. If the former meaning is accepted, then 
there is no such material difference or contradiction between 
Strabo and Diodorus. If, on the other hand, the passage is 
interpreted as McCrindle does, i.e. that the cultivators 
received the fourth part as wages, even then there is no con- 
tradiction. As will be seen presently, the statements of 
Strabo and Diodorus, instead of being contradictory, appear 
to be in reality complementary to each other, the former 
referring to crown lands and the latter to non-crown lands. 

Diodorus, it may be noted, refers to two taxes — one the 
land tribute and the other a tax involving one-fourth of 
the produce. The former was, of course, the land revenue, 
and the latter seems to have been the irrigation cess. 
Kautilya also mentions two taxes — ^the hhaga (land revenue) 
and the udakabhdga (water rate).“ The land revenue was 
one-sixth of the produce, while the irrigation cess varied 
between one-third and one-sixth of the produce, although 
one-fourth seems to have been the common rate. The latter 
tax appears to have been paid by the non-crown lands.“ 
Megasthenes, therefore, probably refers to the irrigation 

10 I am indebted to Dr. L. D. Barnett for this translation of 
Strabo. 

Infra, pp. 71 ff. 


“ Ibid. 
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cess of one-fourth. He mentions only one-fourth, and neither 
one-third nor one-fifth, perhaps because the fourth appears 
to have been the most common rate, and so it is natural 
that he should mention it, instead of going into details. 

While Diodorus thus refers to non-crown lands, Strabo 
deals with crown lands or royal domain. As discussed in a 
later chapter,^ when the royal domain was more than 
could be cultivated by the state, some part of it was leased 
out to private cultivators, who received one-half of the yield 
if they employed their own capital, one-fourth or one-fifth 
if the state supplied the capital. In other words, the price 
paid for their labour, i.e. their wages, was one-fourth or 
one-fifth of the produce. The fourth was probably the 
common rate paid to such cultivators. It is to this that 
Strabo alludes in the passage that the husbandmen till it 
on condition of receiving as wages a fourth part of the 
produce. He does not mention any other payment, because 
the crown lands do not seem to have paid either the land 
revenue or the water cess. 

Thus the facts that Diodorus mentions two taxes, while 
Strabo refers only to one contribution, i.e. wages paid by 
the state, and that according to one the cultivator paid the 
taxes, and according to the other the state paid the wages, 
clearly suggest that between Strabo and Diodorus there is 
neither confusion nor contradiction, and that Diodorus speaks 
of the land revenue of one-sixth and the water rate of 
one-fourth, while Strabo refers to the wages received by 
the cultivators of the royal domain. 

Of course, it may be pointed out that the passages occm* 
in the same coimection, viz. while describing the "second 
caste" of husbandmen; but this by itself does not show that 
the reference is to the same kind of land. 

Therefore the objection that the evidence of Megasthenes 
cannot be accepted because of the contradiction between his 
two chroniclers does not appear to be weighty. The Greek 
“ Infra, pp. 126 ff. 
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ambassador’s statement may be accepted as broadly 
true. 

As regards the verse quoted by Bhattaswami the com- 
mentator, it must be noted that Jayaswal gives a differ- 
ent reading of the kloka. He writes: "I have obtained a 
copy of the manuscript of the conunentary which is at 
the Government Oriental Library, Madras, made under the 
supervision of the librarian through the kind agency of 
Professor S. Knsh^wami Aiyangar. The original couplet 
reads as follows: 

Raja bhiimeh patirdrishtah kastrajnairudakasya cha 

T dbhyamanyattu yaddravyam tatra sdmyam kttfumbindm. 

A mere reading of this ildka will convince those who are 
familiar with Hindu law that the translation is not what 
the ildka says. The natural, unforced meaning of the iloka 
is: "The king is the protector {pati) according to the opinion 
of the learned in the idstras of the bhiimi (land) and water. 
Excepting those two, whatever property there may be, 
private persons have sameness of right therein.”^ In other 
words, the difference between the two interpretations of the 
ildka is in the meaning of the words Pali and kutumbindm, 
and whether in the fourth quarter the word is sdmyam or 
svdmyam. 

The ildka is thus liable to two different interpretations. 
And Jayaswal’s translation that the verse refers to the 
rights of the family of a ruler and that “a kingdom is not 
divisible, because according to the idstras it is not the 
property of the king,” is plausible, though, as will be seen 
presently, this meaning appears far-fetched. Moreover, the 
evidentiary value of the verse is a matter of doubt in view 
of its unknown authorship and unknown date, especially 
when Jayaswal has tried to show in his valuable book that 
there was private ownership of land in ancient India.^ 

“ Hindu Polity, part ii, p. 182. 

** Hindu Polity, ch. xxxiv. Also see R. Sb&ma SSstry, Evolution 
of Indian Polity, Appendix C, 
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As for the difference in the reading of the verse, there 
seems to be little doubt that the term in question is 
svamyam?^ Further, the word pati means an owner, possessor, 
proprietor, as much as it means a governor, master, or even 
a protector. Finally, although kidumhindm may be taken 
as private persons as well as members of a family, Kautilya 
uses the word at least once in the sense of private persons 
and not members of family.^’ 

On the whole, the interpretation of the supporters of 
state-landlordism appears more correct and probable. 

As regards the passage from the Arthakdstra quoted above 
in support of state-landlordism, it appears probable, though 
by no means certain, that the lands referred to in Bk. II, 
ch. I, are crown lands. The statement that lands which were 
not cultivated may be cultivated by emplo3dng village 
labourers and others and the general trend of the chapter 
point to this conclusion. Further, it appears that Bk. II 
of the Arthakastra deals generally with matters concerning 
the state, unlike Bk. Ill, for instance, which treats also 
of transactions between private people.^ Moreover, the 
correct meaning of the passage quoted above and of passages 
quoted below remains uncertain until the meaning of the 

“ I have myself referred to the manuscnpt of Bhattaswami's 
cx>mmentary to be found at Mysore and also to a specially made 
copy of the relevant part of the manuscript at Madras, and I am 
satisfied that the word is svdmyam. Moreover, I. J. Sohrabji, 
who has made use of “a carefully made copy’* (Notes, p. ii) of the 
manuscnpt at Madras, has the readmg svdmyam (Notes, p 55) . Fmally, 
Shama Sastry (Arth. Trans., p. 140), Jolly (op. at., h, p. 29), 
and Gajjapati Sastri (op. cit., i, p. 287) have adopted the term 
svdmyam. 

« Arth., Bk. II, ch. 25. 

“ But without entering into details it may be observed that in 
Bk. Ill there are many references to matters concerning purely the 
state, just as in Bk. II there are many details about purely private 
transactions. For instance, in the very first chapter of Bk. II we 
find reference to elders acting as guardians to minors, to punishment 
for neglecting to mamtain dependents, to the age for becoming 
ascetics, and so on. 
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word kara is definitely known.^* If, for instance, kara 
here means land revenue (bhaga), the objection that 
this passage refers to crown lands loses its force. But, 
tentatively, crown lands may be taken to be referred to 
here. 

Further, even if the passage refers to all lands, there are 
other passages in the Arthakastra indicating a kind of private 
ownership. 

In support of the theory of private ownership can be 
adduced two important considerations. First, Jayaswal*® 
has tried to prove by means of various pieces of evidence 
that land in ancient India — ^not particularly in the Mauryan 
period — was owned by the people. Macdonell and Keith®^ 
are of opinion that “the position of the king with regard to 
land is somewhat obscure”; that the Greek notices are 
inconsistent and not completely trustworthy;*® that the 
evidence from the Vedic literature, Manu, and the Maha- 
bhdrata is inadequate to prove what is sought (i.e. state- 
landlordism) and is not supported by the evidence of the 
Aryan peoples. 

Apart from the general theory that there was no state- 
landlordism in ancient India as a whole, some passages in 
the Arthakdslra itself indicate private ownership. To begin 
with, Kautilya mentions that people had the right to 
alienate lands, and he gives detailed rules about alienation. 
Kinsmen, neighbours, and rich persons had, in that order, 
the right to purchase land.®® Right of alienation implies to 
a certain extent the right of ownership. Again, Kautilya 
says that taxpayers {karaddl^) could sell or mortgage their 
lands to taxpayers alone, and that brahmans could sell or 
mortgage their brahmadtya or gift lands only to those who 

*• Appendix, supra, p. 41. 

** Hindu Polity, part ii, pp. 174 ff. 

Vedic Index, vol. ii, pp. 214-15. 

» As regards the "contradiction,’' supra, pp. 54 fi. 

** Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 9, J’^issSmantadhanik&ii kramitfa bhumi~ 
parigrahdn kritum abhySbkavlyub. 



6o 


MAURYAN PUBLIC FINANCE 


are endowed with such lands.** The restriction on the right 
of transfer, however, needs an explanation. Lands were 
divided into revenue-pa5dng and revenue-free lands like 
hrahmadtya and gift lands. If a revenue-paying land were 
transferred, for instance, to a brahman who was exempted 
from paying revenue, the state lost its income, and, there- 
fore, a limitation was necessary to prevent evasion of taxes 
and to ensure revenue to the state.*® 

A very important piece of evidence in support of private 
ownership is that Kautilya definitely uses the word svamyam 
or its equivalent in connection with land: ”asvdmipratikrdi 8 
chaturvifniatipai^ daft^ah”^ — "Bidding for land in the 
absence of its owner shall be punished with a fine of 
24 The objects of sale include fields (lands and 

other holding-bhumi), gardens, lakes, and the like. Again, 
we have the passage, *'Tadubhayam paroktam vdstu rdjd 
haret, pramsk^svamikancha ethopakdram vdvibhajSt/* mean- 
ing, "If both these methods fail, the holding under dispute 
shall be taken possession of by the king. The same rule 

** Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 10, Karadafi karadesvSdh&nam vikrayam 
v& kuryuh, hrahmadeyika hrahmadeyikeshu, anyathdpurvasiahasa 
daisi,^ah. Here, also, as noted before, the correct meaning depends on 
the significance of kora. Whatever its meaning, there appears to be 
a contradiction between this passage and the one in Bk. II, ch. i, 
quoted above. For while the present passage empowers taxpayers 
(kafod&b) to sell their lands — which implies a sort of ownership — 
the other passage says that lands should be given to taxpayers 
(karaddh) only for life, which indicates a life tenancy. Each of these 
passages supports one of the two extreme views about ownership 
of land. As hinted above, the possible explanation which can reconcile 
the two extreme views about ownership is that one refers to crown 
lands and the other to non-crown lands. 

•• Compare what the Gaya copperplate record of Samudragupta 
of A.D. 320 (Gupta Inscriptions, no. 60) says after granting a village 
as a gift. “And from this time forth, the tax-paying cultivators, 
artisans, etc., of other villages, etc., should not be introduced by the 
Agrahdrika of this (village) (for tlae purpose of settling in it and 
carrying on their occupations) ; (for) otherwise there would certainly 
be a violation of (the privileges of) an agrahdra,*' 

•• Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 9. Arth. Trans., p. 207. 
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shall hold good in the case of a holding for which no claim 
is forthwith coming, or it may be beneficially distributed 
among the people."*® Svamikam can be better translated as 
ownership. Thus Kautilya himself, while speaking of disputes 
about fields, mentions that there were lands owned by 
private persons. Another passage to the same effect, where 
a fine of twelve paims is inflicted on persons who drive 
cattle through a field without intimating the owner; 

**Svdmina§chanivedya chdrayatd dvddaiapand dai^hj*^^ 

A different kind of support is from building and sites. 
Kautilya mentions®® parahhumi while speaking of con- 
structing buildings on sites belonging to others. There is also 
evidence that gardens were privately owned.®^ Could it be 
that people who owned buildings and garden land did not 
own fields and other lands 1 

“ Arth. Trans. t p. 208. In this connection it may be mentioned that 
Shama Sastry*s tr^slation of akrtshantah in the following passage is 
misleading. Bk. II, ch. i, says, **akrtshantd apahxnam dadyuh** which 
SSstry translates “lest these owners who do not properly cultivate 
them might pay less.“ The use of the word owner is misleading and 
perhaps superfluous, for the passage has no reference to ownership, 
and those who cultivate may not at all own the land, but may be 
mere tenants. Further, the correct meaning of the passage appears 
to be that those who do not cultivate should pay more (apahtnam). 
Again, SSstry (Arth. Trans., p. 208) uses the word owner while translat- 
ing the passage in Bk. lit, ch. 9, Kedar&r&vnassetuhandhdndrn para^ 
sparahims&ydm htmsddvigun^o daiidah. The use of the word owner 
here again is misleading, as the original does not appear to warrant it. 

Once again, Sastri’s translation of svasetubhyah in the following 
passage (Bk. II, ch. 24) is not happy: ** Svaviryopajivinovd chatur- 
thapaiichabh&gihdh yatheshtamanavasitam bh&gam dadyuh, anyatra 
kfichchhrebhyah svasetubhyah. Hastaprdvartimam udakdbhdgam pan- 
chamam dadyuh.” S^try translates svasHubhyah as private lands. 

It is doubtful if the word can mean private lands. It appears to mean 
irrigation works constructed by pnvate persons, and often referred 
to in the Arthat&stra. Cf. Bhattaswami's explanation, svayam kfita 
tat&kSdibhyah {J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, part ii, p. 137). Gai^pati Sastri 
(op. cit., vol. i, p. 286) takes svasitubhyafi along with the next sentence 
and he appears to be correct. 

*• Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 10. 

w Ibid. 


» Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 9. 
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It must be admitted that the right of alienation which 
is one of the main supports of Jayaswal's view implies to a 
great extent ownership for all practical purposes. It cannot, 
however, always imply absolute ownership,®* but only a 
kind of proprietary right conditional upon paying revenue 
or upon the performance of some other obligation. The 
passages quoted above from the Arthakastra restrict the 
right of alienation. “Lands may be confiscated from those 
who do not cultivate them and given to others,” says 
Kautilya,®® thus indicating that the cultivator was not at 
liberty to do with the land what he liked. This restriction 
was placed probably because non-cultivation meant loss of 
income to the state, as the land revenue was a portion of the 
produce and so dependent upon cultivation. Even in British 
India lands making default in paying revenue are liable to 
be sold by public auction. 

Viewing the discussion as a whole, it is difiicult to come 
to any definite conclusion on the question as to who was 
the owner of the land. However, it appears that the views 
of both Smith and Jayaswal are incorrect. F. W. Thomas's 
view noted already appears to be the safest conclusion on 
the evidence before us. The land belonged to both the state 
and the cultivator, and both of them were only conditional 
owners. The state weis entitled to land revenue, and so long 
as it was paid it could not lawfully eject the cultivator. 
But the moment default was made in pa)dng it the state 
asserted its latent right and actually became the owner and 
holder. Likewise, so long as he paid the land tax, the 
cultivator owned the land. But his property in it ceased 
when he ceased to pay revenue. In other words, it was a 
sort of perpetual lease held on the annual performance of 
an obligation.®® For all purposes including alienation the 

** See practice in ancient Greece quoted below. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. i, AkrishatSmSchchhtdySnySbhya^ prayachchit, 

** A close parallel to this kind of double ownership, if it can be 
so called, is found in the case of mines in ancient Greece. "The people 
or the state was the proprietor of the rnttus, but they were never worked 
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lessee is the owner and considers hims elf as such, and the 
lessor has the right of only demanding performance of the 
obligation. But when once the lessee fails to do his duty, 
the lessor’s ownership asserts itself. In short, what an 
eminent economist writes of the present position in India 
may very well be applied to the Mauryan days. "The balance 
of reasoning seems to be in favour of regarding the possession 
of the Indian cultivator as a sort of conditional ownership, 
conditional upon the payment of the dues to the state.’’®* 

Uncultivable and uncultivated land appears to have 
belonged to the state, for compensation was levied in the 
shape of grains for any damage done by the cattle to the 
crops {parihivMkanif^ that grew on uncultivated lands. 
Pasture grounds were required to be maintained by the 

on the public account, nor were they ever let, as other landed property 
in leasehold, but were all granted %n fee form to private persons and 
they passed from one to another by inheritance^ sale and in brief , every 
legal method of alienation. The poletae had the charge of the sale of 
the mines, that is, of the right to work them. For this once for all 
a price was paid beside which the tenant was bound to pay the 
twenty-fourth part of the produce as a perpetual tax” (Boeckh, op. cit., 
Bk. Ill, ch. 3). ‘‘The right of the state was strictly guarded. . . . 
The mines were also exempt from extraordinary taxes . . . because 
they were considered as the property of the state, the use of which was 
enjoyed in return for a definite payment like the duties and tolls by 
the farmers general” (Boeckh, op. cit., p. 417). 

This disproves the argument that right of ahenation implies 
absolute ownership. Moreover, it shows how the kmd of land 
proprietorship descnbed above as existing in the Mauryan period 
was possible. 

** The GkDvemment view, at least of some officials, appears to be 
to regard the state as the ultimate owner of all land, as is evident 
from the Imperial Gazetteer of India, vol. iv. “The peculiarity of 
Indian rents lies, therefore, m this fact, that whereas in most countries 
the land revenue is an assignment made by the landowner to the 
government, in India the net rent is, historically speaking, a relin- 
quished part of the profits of land by the government to the land- 
owners.” 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. Shama Sastry’s explanation (Arth. Trans, ^ 
p. 109), that the crops referred to were those that grew on unculti- 
vated waste land, may be accepted. As the state property was injured, 
compensation had to be paid (infra, p. 131). 
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state between any two dangerous places and in uncultivable 
tracts; and there was also a superintendent of pasture lands 
{vimtddhyaksha).^ Even in British India the state is the 
owner of all waste and unoccupied land in general 

SURVEY OF LAND 

In many parts of modem India each field is measured up, 
and the soil of each survey number is classified according 
to the quality of the soil in various grades, and the details 
of the fields and the crops grown are kept by the officials. 
The same system appears to have existed under the 
Mauryas. It was the duty of the revenue collector to 
classify villages according to their rank, “first, middle, and 
lowest The village officer 

(gopa) had to number plots of ground as “cultivated, unculti- 
vated, plains, wet lands, gardens, vegetable gardens, fences," 
and so on.®* That there was a systematic survey of land 
there appears to be little doubt. Even in the age of the 
Mantras a survey of the land is said to have existed.*® The 
Greeks state that the Mauryan officers mesisured the land 

Arth,, Bk. II, chs. 2 and 34, Akrxsh&yWm bhumau paiubkyd 
vivitam prayachchhei bhayantarishu cha vtvitam sth&payM. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35. Compare Sukranitt, iv, 2, 220-1, “Having 
ascertained the amount of produce from the measured plots of land, 
whether great, middling, or small," etc. 

»» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35. 

Compare the system prevalent in the time of the Mantras. 
P. T. Srinivasaiengar observes, in his L%fe in Ancient India in the 
Age of the ” Mantras” p. 60, “Life in the age of the Mantras was 
suffiaently organized for lands to be measured (R.V., ii, 15, 4) 
with measuring rods (R.V., iii, 38, 3) classified as barren (khila, 
A.V., vii, 1 15, 4), waste, (dhanva, A.V., vii, 117, i), forest (araisya, 
A.V., xii, I, ii), and cultivated land (urvara, R.V., vii, 80, 60), and 
for fields to be definitely marked out (R.V., i, no, 5). The Atharva 
Vida mentions two units of measurements, the abhiiu (htirein), 
evidently a short measure, and the vyama, the space between the 
tips of the fingers when the arms are extended (vi, 137, 2).” Also 
Kama J&taka, no. 467 (Fausboll, vol. iv, p. 169), ROjakammikd 
khlttappamanagahanatthaya . . Also Kurudhanma jStaka, no. 2j6. 
Supra, p. 47. 
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as in Eg3^t." Kautilya definitely mentions the standards 
by which land was measured.^ And the rajjukas mentioned 
by A 6 oka were very probably settlement officers. 

Without entering into details of land survey and measure- 
ment, it may be mentioned that the survey of land was 
perhaps as much for the purposes of the collection of land 
revenue as for furnishing a record like the one imdertaken 
by William the Conqueror of England in his Domesday Book. 


FORMS OF SETTLEMENT 

There are various methods of lev5dng land revenue." In 
the Mauryan days, as in ancient India generally, land 
revenue was levied according to the produce of the land, 
and hence was in kind. The very use of the word bhdga for 
land revenue indicates that it was in kind. The Greeks" also 
observe that, “Besides the land tribute they pay into the 
royal treasury one-fourth part of the produce of the soil."" 
It was not a fixed amount, but a fixed proportion of what 
was grown on the land. This was a common system in both 
pre- and post-Mauryan days, and was not peculiar to the 
Mauryas." 

This form of revenue collection had many advantages. 
As it was a share of the gross produce, the calculation of 
the cultivator's share was simple. Nor was there any com- 

" Strabo, xv, i, 50. 

See for details Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 20, and Appendix, supra, p. 47. 

“ They may be enumerated as follows: 

(a) Taxation on the capital value of the land. 

{b) Taxation on area, e.g. taxes on Jugera in Rome. 

(c) Taxation according to produce. 

(d) Taxation on the sale value of the land. 

(0) Taxation of the net income. 

** Diodorus, ii, 40; Strabo, xv, i, 40. Supra, p. 53. 

This is merely to illustrate that the payment was a certain 
proportion of the produce; the question of the exact proportion is 
discussed later on. 

^ Compare the practice described in the Jdtakas, Pick’s Social 
Organization in North-East India in Buddha* s Time, pp. 116 fi. 

B 
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plication about the costs of production or about the relative 
value of the land. There was also no trouble about the 
productiveness of the seasons. The calculation was simple 
and easy both to the state and to the cultivator. Both 
knew that one was to get and the other to give a certain 
part of the produce. Whatever the land produced lay on the 
threshing floor, and the revenue officer took away the share 
of the state. In times of drought and famine the cultivator 
paid little or nothing, and the question of remissions and 
other means of famine relief did not arise. For when the 
crop was little, the state took little. The remission was auto- 
matic and in proportion to the misery of the cultivator. 

But the S3^tem must have had also its defects, specially 
in connection with public revenue. Agriculture depends on 
fickle Nature, and it is very difficult to forecast the next 
harvest. Revenue, being thus dependent upon an unknown 
factor, was itself uncertain. It was only after the harvest 
that the state could know what its revenue from this source 
would be. But this defect did not perhaps affect the ancient 
state much, because the state always kept as reserve a huge 
surplus. It has been seen that land revenue Weis levied and 
collected in the shape of the produce of the land. The question 
then arises. Was the revenue not paid in money also? 
Kautilya" says that taxes, not particularly land revenue, 
were paid in kind, money, and other forms. It has not been 
mentioned that land revenue was paid in money. But in 
view of the fact that in Southern India not very long after 
the Maurya period, i.e. about the beginning of the Christian 
era and even earlier, the land tax is stated to have been 
payable in money or in kind at the option of the farmer," it 
is possible that in Maiiryan times also some such practice 
prevailed. 

Broadly speaking, there are two methods of revenue 

" Afth., Bk. II, ch. 35, Dhanyapa&uhirany<dtupyai)ishtihara~ 
prattkaram, etc. 

" Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, p. 112. 
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collection. $ukra mentions both revenue fanning and direct 
collection by the state. Thus he says that, having determined 
the land revenue of the village, the king should receive it from 
one rich man in advance or a guarantee (for the payment) 
of that by either monthly or periodical instalments,** and 
that the king should appoint officers called gramapas by 
pa3dng one-sixteenth, one-twelfth, one-eighth, or one-sixth 
of his own receipts.*® According to Kautilya,®* the gdpas, 
who appear to have been petty officials in the employment 
of the government and in charge of five or six vilkiges, 
collected revenue. But no mention is made of revenue- 
farming. Nor is information available regarding the practice 
of paying revenue by instalments. It is not also dear if the 
land revenue assessment was permanent or was being revised 
at intervals. Of course, in financial embarrassments a larger 
percentage was collected.®* There appears to have been in 
ordinary years no necessity to change the rate, because the 
actual revenue varied with the produce of the land, and so 
the amount actueiUy paid to the state varied though the 
rate remained the same. Where the land revenue is assessed 
and paid in money, as in modem India, and the amount 
paid, being fixed, does not immediately follow the increase 
or decrease in the yield of the field, a constant revision of 
the revenue becomes necessary. 

THE AMOUNT OF REVENira: 

Next arises the question. What part of the produce 
was paid by the cultivator? V. A. Smith writes:®* "The 
normal share of the produce taken by the state as ‘land 
revenue’ or crown rent being one-fourth, the amount taken 
as water rate was approximately equal, varying from one- 

** Sukraniti, iv, 2, 248-50. 

*® Ibid., 251-2. 

Arth., Bk. II, oh. 35, Tatpradishfait paUchagrOmitn daiagrdmlfjt 
vd gdpSickiiUayH, etc. 

“ Infra, Chapter IX. 

** Eaffy Htstory of India, p. 149: also p. 138. 
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fourth to one-third." Baden-Powell also writes to the same 
effect:** "It was noticed that in Alexander's time the culti- 
vators were already contributing one-fourth of the grain.” 
This impression seems to originate in an incorrect reading 
of the Greek accounts. Megasthenes observes:®* “They pay 
a land tribute to the king because all India is the property 
of the crown and no private person is permitted to own 
land. Besides the land tribute, they pay into the royal 
treasury a fourth part of the produce of the soil.” At first 
sight it appears as if Megasthenes mentions one-fourth of 
the produce as the land revenue. Smith and Baden-Powell 
appear to have overlooked the first words "besides a land 
tribute” or "rent,” which are most important. It may be 
noticed that Megasthenes does not mention what portion 
of the produce was paid as land tribute. He only says that 
it was paid in addition to the one-fourth mentioned. 

There is a good explanation for this one-fourth part of 
the produce paid. It was the water rate which every land 
had to pay, even though it got its water from natural 
sources. The question of water rates will be discussed in 
detail while treating of irrigation.®* Here, however, it may 
be noted that water rates varied from one-third to one-fifth 
of the produce according to the source of the water and the 
manner of irrigation. One-fourth appears to have been the 
most common rate, as it was levied on water-lifts worked 
by bullocks, and on water raised from rivers, lakes, tanks, 
and wells. It is very probably to this that Megasthenes refers 
as a payment of a fourth part of the produce in addition to 
the land tribute. 

The land revenue itself appears to have been one-sixth 
of the produce. Kautilya mentions along with the entunera- 

Land Systems of British India, vol. i, p. 26. 

Dtodortis, ii, 40. In Strabo, xv, i, 40, Strabo 'writes: “The 
whole of the land belongs to the crown, and the husbandmen till 
it on condition of receiving one-fourth of the produce/* Supra, 
pp. 55 ff- 

•• Infra, pp. 72 ff. 
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tion of revenue heads an income called sha4bhaga, which 
probably refers to land revenue.” In another place Kautilya 
refers to dhdnyasha^bhagam, i.e. one-sixth of the grains 
grown as being taken by the king.® Even if Kautilya had 
not mentioned this, the custom of taking one-sixth as land 
revenue had been so firmly rooted in ancient India that, 
as F. W. Thomas remarks,® “the king came to be known as 
sha4bhdgin, i.e. one whose share is one-sixth." A few instances 
may be mentioned. According to Manu,® a king who affords 
no protection and yet receives the sixth part of the produce 
takes upon himself all the sins of his own people. The 
Santiparva speaks to the same effect.® Gautama® and 
Baudhayana® also indicate one-sixth as the king’s maximum 
tribute. According to ^ukra, the king was to realize one- 
third, one-fourth, or one-half from places which were irri- 
gated by tanks, canals, and wells, by rains, and by rivers 
respectively, and one-sixth from barren and rocky soils.® 
An explanation is here needed. One-sixth appears to be 
the pure land tax, but the rates one-half, one-third, and 
one-fourth seem to include the irrigation cess also. For if 
the water cess mentioned by Kautilya® is added to the land 
revenue of one-sixth we get approximately the rates men- 

Arth., Bk. II, cb. 15. Also see BhaffaswUmt, i. 47. 

** Arth., Bk. I, ch. 13, DhSnyashadbhSgam pm/yadaiabhUgm/t 
hiravyamchUsya bhSgadhiyam prakalpaySmSsu^. 

** Mutual Influence of Hindus and Mohammedans in Law and 
Rehgfon, p. 33. 

•® Manu, viii, 308. According to Menu (vii, 130) a fiftieth part of the 
increments on cattle and gold could be taken by the king and an 
eighth, sixth, or twelfth part of the crops. Manu does not mention 
at all one-fourth, but one-sixth is the highest. One-fourth of the 
produce was taken only in items of distress (op. cit,, x, 118). 

Santiparva, xxiv, 12; Ixxi, 10. 

•• Gautama, x, 24. •• BaudhSyana, i, 10, 18, i. 

® Sukraniti, iv, 2, 227-9. Also Vishi^u, iii, 22-3; VaHshfha, i, 42, 
and Bfihler’s note thereon (S.B.E., vol. xiv, part ii). 

** Infra, pp. 72 ft. One-sixth and one-fifth = eleven-thirtieihs, 
one-sixth and one-quarter = five-twdfths, one-sixth and one-thiid 
*■ one-half. 
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tioned by $ukra. Of the ancient South Indian kingdoms 
Kanakasabhai Pillai •writes:** "One-sixth of the produce 
on land •was the legitimate share of the king, and for water 
supplied by the state a water cess was levied from the 
farmers." Yuan Chwang, the Chinese traveller, records*' that 
“the king’s tenants pay one-sixth of the produce as rent." 
The Mauryan land revenue also appears to have been one- 
sixth part of the produce. 

In modem India the land revenue differs in different 
pro'vinces.** Roughly, it may be taken to be 8 or lo per 
cent of the gross produce, while under Mauryan rule it 
appears to have amounted to i6| per cent. It may appear 
that the revenue exacted by the Mauiyas was a little too 
heavy for the land. But it must not be forgotten that land 
revenue was the mainstay of Mauryan finance. Moreover, 
even to-day in some coimtries, though the land tax is small 
in amotmt the total burden on land is much more than it 
appears at first sight. There are •various authorities in the 
country each of which extracts a share from the land. For 
instance, in Australia local bodies may, in certain cases, 
tax land, in addition to the commonwealth and the states. 
Likewise in New Zealand and Japan.*’ 

** Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, p. 112. 

Yuan Chwang, vol. i, p. 176. 

** “Further and more accurate calculations made by the Famine 
Commission, 1900-1, show that in the Central Provinces the incidence 
of the present land revenue is less than 4 per cent of the average 
value of the produce, that in Berar is about 7 per cent, in Ajmer 
10 per cent, in the greater part of the Punjab 7 per cent, in Deccan 
something over 7 per cent, and in Gujarat over 20 per cent. Calcula- 
tions recently made for Madras show that the land revenue and 
water rates of the Ryotwari areas of the Presidency (excluding 
Malabar South Kanara) fall at an average of about 10 per cent of 
the gross produce” {Inipertal Gazetteer of India, vol. iv, p. 217). 

** Science of Public Finance, p. 214. "In Japan an additional tax 
is also levied by the prefectuses, cities, towns, and villages” {ibid., 
p. 209). In New Zealand "land holders are liable to income tax in 
addition to the land tax as in Great Britain” (ibid., p. 215). In India 
"there is as yet no income tax in addition to the land tax as in 
Great Britain" (ibid., p. 228). 
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On the whole, the total burden of revenue taken directly 
from the cultivator must have been heavier than it is to-day 
in British India, but this heavy demand may be overlooked 
if the ideal held out by Kautilya,^® that the kin g 's duty was 
to "protect agriculture from the molestation of oppressive 
fines, free labour, and taxes," was realized even to a limited 
degree. 


II. IRRIGATION REVENUE 

The water cess {udakabhdgam) has been mentioned by 
Kautilya while dealing with crown lands.’^ At first sight, 
therefore, the tax seems to refer to crown lands. But a 
closer examination indicates that probably it applies to 
non-crown lands. For it appears” that the crown tenants 
received one-half of the yield when they employed their 
own capital and one-fourth or one-fifth when the state 
supplied the implements and other necessaries. If, in addition 
to this, they paid the water rate, viz. one-fifth, one-fourth, 
or one-third as the case was,” then practically nothing 
would be left to them. It must, therefore, apply to non- 
crown lands, which paid only one-sixth part as land revenue, 
and the water cess paid by which is not mentioned anywhere 
else in the Arthakdstra. It is not improbable that the tax is 
mentioned in chapter 24 while describing crown lands and 
their cultivation, not because the tax applied to crown lands, 
but because it is very natural to enumerate it while treating 
of agriculture, and perhaps eilso because the cess may have 
been regulated by the Superintendent of Agriculture, who 
was a crown officer. Moreover, as discussed on a previous 
page,” Megasthenes also refers to this tax when he remarks: 

” Arfh., Bk. II, ch. i, Datfd<*vishttkarSbadhaib rakshidupahaUhtt 
kfishim. 

” Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24. 

” Ibid. Compare Gai^apati SSstri, op. cit., i, p. 286; Bhattaswami's 
interpretation, J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, part 2, p. 137. Compare also 
YOjfiavalkya, i, 166. 

» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24. ” Supra, pp. 68 ff. 
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“Besides the land tribute, they [the cultivators] pay into 
the ro3?al treasury a fourth part of the produce.” In other 
words, the cultivator paid the land revenue and also another 
tax, amounting to a fourth part, which proportion was 
about the average, and perhaps the more commonly paid, 
amoimt of water cess. Therefore the water rates mentioned 
in the Arfhakastra have been considered in this book as those 
paid by non-crown lands. 

The cess was perhaps paid, like land revenue, in the form 
of produce.’® Writing of present-day water rates, K. T. Shah 
observes:’* “They necessarily vary very much according to 
the crop irrigated, the quantity of water required and the 
time at which it is required, the intensity and constancy of 
demand, and the value of irrigation in increasing the out- 
turn.” This could very well apply to the Mauryan days, for 
there were four classes of rates.” 

(1) Those who cultivated land, irrigating it by manual 
labour {Jiastaprdvartimarn), appear to have paid one-fifth of 
the produce. This kind of irrigation implies the consumption 
of not much water, because wet crops require a continuous 
supply of water which could not without great difficulty be 
supplied by manual labour. 

(2) Land irrigation by water carried on shoulders {skandha- 
prdvartimam), i.e. water-lifts worked by bullocks,’® had to 
pay one-fourth of the produce, because the use of water-lifts 
and power suggests that the crops require more water. 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24. Cf. passage beginning: Svaviryopajivino 
vd, etc. 

Sixty Years of Indian Finance, p. 297. 

” Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24, HastaprSvartimatn udakabhdgam pafichamarfi 
dadyi*^ SkandhaprSvartimatn cha tfitiyatfi SrotoyantraprSvarttmam 
cha tritiyaift Chaturtham nadfsarastatSkakupdddh3(afH. This is the 
text followed by Jolly and Sh&ma SSstry. Ga^apati SSstri adds 
{op. cit., vol. ii, p. 286) svasitubhyal^ before hastaprSvartimam wbicdi 
the other two scholars take along with the previous passage. 
Ga^apati Sastii's reading appears better. 

" According to BhattaswSmi, balivardapravartttayantrddakasika 
nishpddttarp {J.B.O.R,S., vol. xii, part ii, p. 137). 
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(3) Where water was supplied by means of water-lifts 
worked by some mechanical contrivance and probably water 
from channels, which necessarily implied the consumption 
of more water and the growth of richer crops, the cultivator 
had to pay one-third of the produce. 

(4) Those who irrigated by raising water from the rivers, 
lakes, tanks, and wells paid one-fourth of the produce.*® 
This rate was exacted even though the source of water was 
natural, like rivers and lakes, and not constructed by the 
state. This was so, perhaps, because it was believed that 
land and water were owned by the state,*^ and perhaps also 
because the state looked after the natural resources of 
water.** The water rates from works built by the state, 
i.e. tanks, lakes, and the like {kaushftyaka), came under the 
head rdshfra, and were collected by the superintendent of 
storehouse.** 

Almost the same rate of tax is mentioned by ^ukra.** 
According to him, the king was to realize one-third, one- 
fourth, or one-half from places which are irrigated by tanks, 
canals, and wells, by rains, and by rivers respectively, and 
one-sixth from barren and rocky soil. The figures seem to 
include land revenue also. The pure water rate would there- 
fore appear to have been one-sixth, one-third, and one- 

Bhat 1 asw 3 .mi, J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, part ii, p. 138. If this in- 
terpretation is accepted, it explains the high water rate of one-third; 
moreover, if this explanation is rejected, there is no mention in the 
other groups of water from channels which existed in large numbers. 

*** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24, Chaturtham nadfsarastafSkakiipddd?Ulfam. 
Shama Sastry {Arth. Trans., p. 140) translates this as “. . . paid 
one-third or one-fourth of the produce.” In the Sanskrit original 
only one-fourth is mentioned. It is not clear on what evidence 
Shama Sflstry adds one-third also. Also see Gauapati SSstri, op. at., 
vol. i, p. 287. 

Compare Gapapati Sflstri, op. cit., vol. i, p. 286. 

** Strabo writes, “Some (magistrates in P&jaUputra) superintend 
the rivers, measure the land as in Egypt, and inspect &e sluices by 
which water is let out” etc. {Strabo, xv, i, 50). 

•* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. 

Svkraniti, iv, 2, 227-9. 
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twelfth, which compare very favourably with Kautilya’s 
rates. 

In modem India both these methods, namely, lev3dng in 
one amount both land and irrigation revenues, and assessing 
them separately, as Kautilya does, are in vogue. According 
to Baden-Powell,® “In some districts the assessment is 
separated into an assessment of the land in its dry or un- 
irrigated aspect, and an additional assessment, an ‘owner's’ 
rate or a ‘water rate,’ on accoimt of its being irrigated. 
In other districts there is a consolidated assessment based 
on the rental value of the land as irrigated land. The water 
tdways belongs to the government.’’ 

The water tax collected by the Mauryans varied between 
20 per cent and 33 per cent of the produce. The rate in 
modem India may be taken to be about 6 or 7 per cent 
of the produce.®* Even granting that the state was looking 
after the irrigational needs of the people more than the 
state is doing now in British India, it must be admitted 
that the water rates appear to be proportionally much higher 
under Mauryan rule. 

*• Land Systems of British India, vol. i, p. 9. 

** "On the other hand near Poona, for lands raising sugar-cane, 
as much as Rs. 50 per acre is paid, but this is exceptional, is con- 
fined to every Imuted area, and is at all possible because the culti- 
vator can raise a crop which pays as much as Rs. 800 per acre’’ 
(Sixty Years of Indian Finance, p. 326). Though the amount paid 
may be less m other cases, the produce also being less, this pro- 
portion may perhaps be taken as normal. 
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OCTROIS, TOLLS, AND CUSTOMS DUTIES 

The meaning of these terms — Was there foreign trade 
in Mamyan times? — The vartani — Were there customs 
duties? — The dvdrSdlya — Treatment of foreign merchants 
and goods — ^Forbidden goods — ^Maur3ran octroi duties com- 
pared 'with Bri'hsh Indian customs duties — Kinds of tolls 
— ^Road and ferry tolls — Carriage cess — ^Harbour toll 

Taxes on commodities or on consumption may be levied 
in more than one form: as excise duties on articles produced 
in the country, as customs duties collected at the part or 
frontier, and as octrois and tolls levied at the entrance to 
a town or part of a coimtry and while the articles pass 
through the land. This chapter deals with customs duties, 
octrois, and tolls. 

At the outset the differences between these three kinds 
of taxation may be briefly noted.^ Customs duties are 
“duties charged by law upon commodities imported into or 
exported from a country.”* In other words, the taxes levied 
when the goods cross the boundaries of a country are called 
customs duties. No doubt taxes levied upon commodities 
passing from one province to another and those levied at 
the gates of cities on the goods produced outside the city 
— a kind of municipal taxation existing on the European 
continent — ^are in the nature of customs duties, and some of 
them even go by the name of internal customs. But the 
former may be termed tolls and the latter octrois. Octroi 
may be defined as “a local tax collected on various articles 
brought into a district for consumption.”® It is a duty on 
articles brought into a city or district from outside, though 
the goods are of the taxing country itself. Tolls do not 

^ Carl Plehn, Introduction to Public Finance, p. 144. 

* Dictionary of Political Economy, vol. i, p. 474. 

* Encydopadia Britannica, vol. xix, p. 995. 



MAURYAN PUBLIC FINANCE 


76 

appeeir to be much different from octrois, for, as the 
Encydopadia Britannica says, "Goods coming to the market 
or passing through the borough paid toll; to this extent the 
practice still exists in various European countries under the 
name octroi/'* So also the fee paid for the privilege of 
making use of a way, ferry, or a bridge is a toll.® 

It is in these senses that the words are used in the course 
of this chapter. 

To impose customs duties it is necessary that there should 
be foreign trade in the country. There is abundant evidence 
to show the existence of foreign trade in the Mauryan period. 
When we read in the ArOuiidstra^ that spies may spread 
false news when from one’s own coimtry or from another’s 
country merchandise or commodities for manufacture in a 
manufactory are going to an enemy’s country, it is certain 
that there was foreign trade. Again, Kautilya mentions’ 
various articles imported into the country from outside. 
For instance, mention is made of fabrics of China manu- 
facture, cotton fabrics of Madhura (now in the Madras 
Presidency), woollen products of Pan^ya {Paui^draka), 
various articles from KamarUpa (Assam) and Sinihala 
(Ceylon), pearls produced in Pa^ya, Sinihala, Kerala, 
Persia, and even Barbara, and various other articles from 
many other countries. Most of these countries were, even 
at the time of A4dka, when the Mauryan empire was most 
extensive, quite independent of the empire. Kaufilya himself 
divides® articles into foreign {atUhyatfi)’, external {bahyani), 
i.e. produced in the country parts; and internal {dbhyan- 
iaram), i.e. manufactured inside forts. Strabo* also says that 
"large quantities of Indian merchandise were conveyed by 

* Encydopadia Britannica, vol. xxxvi, p. 1053. 

* Cohn (Science of Finance, p. 391) appears to stand alone in 
holding that a toll is "a form of taxation usually levied on articles of 
consumption on their crossing the national boundaries, especially on 
their import." Thus he identifies tolls with import duties. 

• Arth., Bk. IX, ch. 6. » Arth., Bk. II, ch. ii. 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 22. • Strabo, xi, viii, 3. 
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it [the Oxus] to the Kaspian Sea,” and “it [merchandise] 
is brought down from Arabia and India to Myos Hormos.” 
According to Pliny,“ indigo and crystals were imported into 
Rome from India. The Peripltts of ihe Erythrean Seaf^ 
though of a later date than the Mauryan times, gives 
sufficient proof of the foreign trade of India, and mentions 
that wine was exported to Barygaza (India, Broach). It 
may therefore be safely concluded that there was foreign 
trade among countries in Mauryan India and outside, as in 
later times.“ 

The question then arises as to the commercial policy of 
the time. 

All foreign goods when they entered the country paid at 
the boundary a tax called variant?^ This appears at first 
sight to be a customs duty, but was very probably only a 
road toll for the use of the king’s highway.^ It was collected 
by the officer in charge of the boundary {antapsla), who, 
after examining the goods as regards their quality, sealed 
and sent them to the octroi house {iulkaiald) for the collec- 
tion of the duty or &idka.^ 

“ Pliny, XXXV, c. 6 (25). “ Pp. 34, 42, 287, etc. 

** See W. Robertson, An Historical Disqutstfton concerning the 
Knowledge which the Ancients had of India. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21, Antapdla^ sapddapaiftkdni vartaniiji 

grtbtffyst. 

** Infra, p. 90. 

** Siilka has been translated by Sb&ma SSstry throughout his 
translation of the ArthaiSstra as toll. Such an interpretation is 
misleading. For the word hterally means "a toll, tax, customs duty, 
particularly levied at ferries, passes, roads,” etc. The word appears 
to have been used in Sanskrit literature in various senses. Bhatta- 
swami explains iulka as "iulka^ paAehadaiabhagadtdeyatn rdjiia^" 
{J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, part i, p. 122), Sukra (iv, 2, 212) vxkritrkretrto 
rdjabhagaiiulhamudilhrttam, i.e. the king’s share received from the 
buyer and the seller. Macdonell and Keith (Vldtc Index, vol. ii, 
p. 387) observe, "Sulka in the Vida clearly means price. In the 
Dharmasutras it denotes a 'tax,' a sense which is found by Muir 
in a passage of the Atharvavlda, where hilka is read in the edition 
with great detriment to the sense." Likewise Bhhler {S.B.E.. vol. xiv, 
p. 100) remarks: "I translate the one word inlka by ‘duties and 
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The iulkaidld was situated not near the boundary but 
near the large gate (main entrance) of the city,“ and the 
articles evidently paid the tax after their entry into the 
country and before they could get into the city. But it may 
be urged that the boundary-keeper sent the foreign goods, 
perhaps with guards, to the iulkaiSla to pay the duties, 
and that these taxes were levied and collected at the 
iidkaiald because the boundary-keeper was not the customs 
officer. 

The iidka could perhaps have been taken as customs duty 
had it not been for two circtunstances. First, merchandise 
was divided into three classes:” external (bdhyatn), i.e. 
arriving from the country parts; internal (dbhyantaram), 
i.e. manufactured inside forts; cind foreign {dtithyam). All 
goods had to pay alike when exported and imported, i.e. 
when entering into or going out of the city.“ There appears 
to be nothing to indicate that the duty was paid only when 
entering the cotmtry. The inference, therefore, is that, 
because the itdkaidld was situated just outside the city, 
"import” and "export” duties applied to articles that 
entered or left, not the country, but the city. 

This conclusion is supported by the second circumstance, 
namely, the "importation” of forbidden articles^ into the 

taxes.’ The term has a great many different meanings in the law 
books and is in this verse apparently used in two senses. . . ." Again, 
he writes {S,B.E., vol. ii, part i, p. 162) : "According to Haradatta’s 
commentary as given in P. U. and Mr. U. and printed in the Sanskrit 
Notes (for the commentary vide Apastambha Dharmasutra, Mysore 
Govt. Oriental Library, Series No. 15, p. 256), the iulka is the one- 
twentieth part of a merchant’s gain. On account of the siUras im- 
mediately following, it is, however, more probable the term is here 
used as a synonym of 'kara’ and includes all taxes.’’ According to 
Manu, viii, 307, iuika excludes kara. Compare the interpretations by 
the six commentators of Manu (Manusa^hittt, vol. ii, p. 1056). 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21, ^ulkddhyakshab iulkaiiUddhvajarn cka 
prakgmukhatn uda^gmukhain vd mahddvSrSbhydii niviiayet. 

Arth., Bk. [II,f[ch. 22 ^$idkavyavah 0 ,ral!^fbdhyarn 0 bhyantcurairii 
chStithyatft. 

Ibid., Niskkrttmyaift praviiyaip cka Mka^. ” Ibid, 
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forts. These articles were weapons, maU armour, metals, 
chariots, precious stones, grains, and cattle; and if imported 
were forfeited and the importer fined. But they could be 
sold free of kidka outside the fort.*® This indicates that 
the duty was not levied if the articles were sold outside the 
city. In other words, the tax was on goods which entered 
the city. It is not known if foreign articles paid duty merely 
because they entered the country. 

The tax at the ktdkaiala appears to have been paid by 
articles produced in the country but outside the city. For 
after classif3dng goods into external, internal, and foreign, 
Kautilya says that all these were liable to pay the tax alike 
when brought into or taken out of the city.“- The goods 
produced in the city had not to pay the "import” tax, 
because they did not come in from outside, but they paid 
duty when exported. The external and foreign goods were 
taxed when coming in, and perhaps the city products also 
when once they went out of the city, if they were again 
imported. Likewise the other classes of commodities may 
have paid the “export” tax. In short, the duty paid to 
enter the city appears to have been levied on foreign goods 
as well as on euticles produced in the coimtry but outside 
the city. 

Thus the evidence that the iulka was probably levied on 
country-made and foreign goods alike and for purposes of 
entering the city, and that some forbidden articles when 
brought in for purposes of sale were allowed to be sold free 
of ktdka outside the city gates, strongly suggests that the 
kidka was not a custom but an octroi duty. For, as Plehn 
observes:*® "Unless a city or a town forms an independent 
sovereignty, taxes levied on goods entering a city are not 

*** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21, Sasiravarmakavachaldharatharainadhdnya- 
paiUnSm anyatamSnirvShyafjt nirvUhayatd yathUvaghushitd daif^ali 
pavyanSiaicha. TeshSnumyatainasySnayanl bahirivochchhulkd vi- 
kraya^. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 22, NtshhrUmyatfi pravUyamchaitdkam. 

** Introduction to Public Finance, p. 144. 
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customs duties, but octrois or imposts, and partake of the 
nature of exdses.” 

Parallels to this kind of tax are to be found in the Roman 
empire, where the taxes were known as vectigalia, which 
consisted of portorium, "a tax on the entry from or departure 
to the provinces (those cities which were allowed to 
levy the portorium shared the profits with the public 
treasury); the ansarium or forcicarium, a duty levied at 
the entrance to towns; or the edulia, sale of imports levied 
in markets."** 

There was also an impost resembling harbour toll. In 
port towns merchants paid a iulka** and, according to 
Bhattaswami,*® the rates were 20 or 16J per cent ad valorem 
according to the custom of the place. Vessels carrying on 
merchandise spoiled by water were either exempted from 
iidka or paid the impost at half the rate, and "ships that 
touched the ports on their way also paid the iulka"* 
These do not denote customs duty, but tolls, for the tax 
was collected even when a ship merely touched the port 
on voyage. These were perhaps akin to the harbour dues 
of ancient Greece. Boeckh observes:*' "Besides the fiftieth 
imposed upon imports and exports, there may, as I con- 
jecture, still a special port charge have been imposed upon 
all vessels, whether laden or not, for the use of the harbours, 
which had occasioned so great an expense to the state." 
In short, the Mauryan iuUia was perhaps the charge paid 
by vessels for the privilege of lying in the harbour.*® 

It is not, however, suggested that there were no customs 
duties at all. For we find similar taxes referred to. Baudha- 

** Encyclopadta Britannica, vol. xix, p. 994. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 28, PatfaifSnuvrittaMi iidkabhSgam vamjd 
dadyuk. 

“ J 3 . 0 .R.S., vol. xii, part ii, p. 156. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 28, . . . UdakaprUptam pavyamaiulkatft vS 
hurySt. . . . SatfiylUlmdv^ kshitrdnugaiSft MhamydcMta. 

Boeckh, op. at., p. 427. 

** Ibid., p. 420. 
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yana, for instance, says** that the duty on goods imported 
by sea was, after deducting a choice article, ten paisas in 
the hundred, and directs the levy of just duties or other 
marketable goods according to their intrinsic value without 
oppression. Kautilya has perhaps the customs duty in view 
when he says** that imported salt paid a share to the 
king. But evidence in the Arthaiadra does not definitely 
indicate any customs duties except perhaps on salt; and 
the kvlka discussed above was in the nature of octrois 
and tolls. 

Octrois exist even in modem times. In continental 
cotmtries of Europe, says Bastable,** everywhere duties 
have been levied on goods entering into cities. Octroi duties 
exist in Italy, Spain, Portugal, and in some of the towns of 
Austria. Although often a municipal tax, the octroi need 
not be so. For in the Middle Ages in France “the taxes did 
not remain strictly neutral, for an ordinance of Cardinal 
Mazarin (1647) ordered the proceeds of the octroi to be paid 
into the public treasury, and at other times the government 
claimed a certain percentage of the product, but this 
practice was finally abandoned in 1852.”®* In the Mauryan 
times also the octroi appears to have filled the coffers of 
the state. 

In addition to the octroi, goods entering the city had to 
pay the gate dues {dvdradtya), which amounted to 20 per 

** Baudhiyana, i, 10, 18, 13-15. It is doubtful if Vishnu (iii, 29-30) 
refers to import and export duties when be writes : Svadiiapmfyachcha 
iulkSmsam daiatnatn SdadySt. Paradiiapai^yachcha vimiatttamam. 
Jolly (S.B.E., vol. vii, p. 16) translates it as: "Let him take a tenth 
part of (the price of) marketable commodities sold in his own 
country and a twentieth part of (the price of) goods (sold) in another 
country." In the light of Arth., Bk. II, cb. 16, it appears better to 
interpret the passage as referring to the lower internal customs 
duties or octrois or tolls paid by foreign goods, the lower duties 
being levied to encourage foreign intercourse. 

*0 Arth., Bk. II, ch. i2, Aganttdavaifam shadbhdgmft dadydt. 
Infra, p. 97- 

“ Public Finance, p. 542, 

** Encyclopadia Britannica, voL xix, p. 994. 

F 
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cent of the octroi duties.*® They were remitted if circum- 
stances required such concession. This kind of double 
taxation, at least of foreign commodities, was not particular 
to the Mamyan India. In ancient Athens such a gate duty 
was found.** Even in modern times, in Italy, Bastable 
observes** that “the result is that, in contrast with the 
French duties, foreign goods already submitted to customs 
taxation are taxed ever5nvhere over again on their 
entry within the closed commimes.” In the Mauryan 
days indigenous goods also were subjected to double 
taxation.*® 

Foreign merchants and goods were treated favourably. 
Mariners and merchants who imported foreign articles are 
stated to have been favoured with remission of certain 
imposts {dyatikshamam) so that they may get some profit.*' 
Bhattaswami explains the concessions as comprising the 
removal of difficulties such as are caused by forest guards, 
and countries,*® and the exemption from pa5ing the vydji. 
The amoimt of vydji on commodities sold by cubical 
measure was 6 ^ per cent ad valorem', that on commodities 
sold by weight, 5 per cent; and that on goods sold in 
numbers 93 per cent.** Foreigners, unless trading as asso- 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 22, DvSrSdiyam iutkapa'Hchabhagam Snu- 
grShikam vayathS deidpakSram sthspayet. 

** Boeckb, op. ctt,, p. 432. The author quotes a story and says: 
“The story suggests at the same time the practice of collecting a duty 
at the gates and, in fact, a duty collected at the gates in Athens is 
mentioned. This could hardly have been imposed upon the person. 
Nevertheless, it is not to be denied that a tax was collected in the 
market.” 

•* Public Finance, p. 545. *• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 22. 

Arth., Bk. II., ch. 16, ParabhumijampapyanianugrahlifSvShayit. 
NSvikasSrtha vShebkyaicha parihUratnllyattkshamaiji dadySt. 

*• J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, part i, p. 96. Bhatt^wfimi limits the 
exemptions to the tnSnavydji of one-sixteenth {shbdhaiabhSgambk- 
shSva), but the exemption appears to extend to the other kinds 
of vydji also. Ga^apati Sflstri’s interpretation {op. dt., vol. i, 
pp. 241-2) appears incorrect. 

** Bhaffaswdmi, i. 34. 
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ciations and partnerships, appear to have been exempted 
from being sued for debts.*® This perhaps implies that the 
merchants could not be sued in the Mauryan courts for 
debts incurred in foreign countries. 

The officer in charge of boundaries {antapSla) made good 
whatever was lost by the merchants. The state thus volun- 
tarily and without premium insured the goods and was 
responsible for their safety.®* 

The goods were carefully examined and sealed so as to 
ensure their quality. Some commodities were exempted from 
pa3dng the octroi duties. Such were commodities intended 
for marriages, or taken by a bride from her parents’ house 
to her husband’s or intended for presentation, or taken for 
the purpose of sacrificial performance, confinement of women, 
worship of gods, ceremony of tonsure, investiture of sacred 
thread, gift of cows made before marriage — any religious 
rite, consecration ceremony, and other special ceremonials.®* 
Articles of great benefit, as well as rare seeds, were not 
taxed. But things which caused harm or were useless to the 
country were shut out.®* Thus foreign goods which were 
harmful to the country, probably because they competed 
with indigenous industries, were prohibited from being 
imported.®® Some articles were forbidden to be imported 
into the city, and they were weapons, mail armotur, metals, 
chariots, precious stones, grains, and cattle.®* Some of these 

*** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 16, Anabhiy6gaichSrthlshvSgatUunSm anyatra 
sabhyopakSribhya^. For a different interpretation see J.B.O.R.S., 
vol. XU, part i, p. 91. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. zi, NashfSpahritaiicha prativtdadhySt. Cf. 
Apastambha, ii, 10, 26, 8; Vishnu, iii, 66-7. 

“ Arth., Bk. II. ch. 21. 

" Ibid., Rashfrapl^dkaram bhlli}4<^tn whchhinfyddaphodam cha yat. 
Mahdpakttramuchchhulkam kuryttdbJjantudurlabhatn . 

“ Ibid. This was not merely in times of war. 

** Ibid., SastravarmakavachaldharcUharatnadhSnyapaiundtn anya 
tamSmrvShyarfi nirvShayato yathdvaghushito datt^b paifyanOiaicha. 
Jayaswal (Hindu Polity, part ii, p. z68) interprets this passage as 
follows: "Certain commodities should not be exported while their 
imports are to be encouraged by not being taxed at all. They are. 
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goods — ^for example, weapons, armour, and chariots — were 
prohibited perhaps to ensure the stability of the state. As 
to why grains and cattle came under this group is not dear. 
It was perhaps to help the local traders from outside com- 
petition. Further, this prohibition appears to have been only 
not to bring them into the dty, for the goods were allowed 
to be sold free of duty outside the dty," perhaps because, 
as Shama ^3stry suggests," they were usually purchased 
by the king. 

for instance: (a) Weapons and armour. (6) Metals, (t;) Military 
vehicles, {d) Rare things, {e) Grains, and (/] Cattle." This interpre- 
tation is opposed to the interpretation followed in this book. 
For Jayaswal writes of the prohibition of the export of these articles 
and the encouragement of their imports, while I have taken it only 
as the prohibition of imports. He appears to rely on the same 
edition of the Arthaidstra as this book follows, namely Kaufilya's 
Arthakdstra in the Mysore Government Oriental Library, Series 1909. 
In the footnote (Hindu Polity, part ii, p. 168) Jayaswal gives rrfer- 
ence to the text as **iastravarmakavacha . . . anyaiamamanirvdhyam,** 
etc. (Arthaidstra, Bk. II, 21, 39, iii). It will be seen that though 
quoting from the same edition of the Arthaidstra he reads the text 
a little difierently, i.e. while he gives it as anyatamamanirvdhyam, the 
book published by the Mysore Oriental Library has anyatamdnirvd- 
hyam, Jayaswal does not explain the difference. Moreover, even 
if his version is accepted it is doubtful if his interpretation is 
correct. Further, in view of the immediately succeeding passage 
in the Arthaidstra — t&shdm anyatamasydnayani bahirevdchchhulkd 
vikrayah — which means that when any of such commodities were 
brought in for sale they were to be sold free of toll far outside the 
fort, it is very probable that the prohibition was applied to imports 
and that the meaning followed in this book is sound. Thus Jayaswal's 
interpretation is open to doubt. 

Sohrabji (Notes, p. 52) suggests a different reading. Instead 
of yathdvaghushitah, Sohrabji suggests anyathdghoshdyatafi- "The 
anirvdhya articles," he writes, "are to be destroyed if tiie man 
makes a false statement and he is to be punished. But if he declares 
the value correctly even then they are not to be allowed into the 
city but sold outside the durga, but free from tax. Of course this 
only refers to foreign merchants who come into the dty." 

The original reading appears better. 

^ Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 21, Tishdmanyatamasydnayani bahirivdch- 
chhulhd vikrayal^. 

^ Arth. Trans., p. 133, footnote. 
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A COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MAURYAN OCTROI DUTIES 
AND BRITISH INDIAN CUSTOMS DUTIES" 


Article 

ICauiTan Octroi Duty 

British Indian Customs 
Duty (i 9 a 3 )** 

I. Arms*® . . 

10 % or 6} % 

30% 

2. Fruits and flowers 
(flowers, fruits, 
vegetables,®! 
roots, bulbous 
roots) 

i6f % 

15% 

3. Dried flsh 

i6i % 

Rate not exceeding 
I rupee fixed by 
Gkivemor-General 

4. Dried meat®* 

I6| % 

15% 

5. Precious stones . . 

Duty determmed by 
experts on the 
basis of the time, 
cost, and finish of 
the production of 
these articles 

Free if unset, 15 % if 
otherwise 

6. Conch shells 

Duty determined by 
experts on the 
basis of the time, 
cost, and finish of 
the production of 
these articles 

15% 


“ The articles given by Kautilya have been regrouped here under 
modem heads for purposes of comparison as well as of convenience. 

Of the British Indian customs duties only those on articles taxed 
under the Mauryans are here given. The figures for British India are 
from K. T. Shah, Trade, Tariff, and Transport in India, ch. xiv. 

“Arms" in the Mauryan time included mail armour and the like. 
See table of octroi duties and gate dues infra, p. 88. It is not certain 
as to which of the two rates, 10 % or 6| %. was paid. Even in British 
India the duty differs as regards different arms, but 30 % applies 
in most cases. 

These items are considered here under fruits and flowers. 

** Meat is taken here as coming under “all sorts of food" in the 
British Indian customs schedule. 
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A COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MAURYAN OCTROI DUTIES 
AND BRITISH INDIAN CUSTOMS lyUTlES-^ontinued 


Article 

Blauryan Octroi Duty 

British Indian Customs 
Duty (1933) 

7. Cotton piece 

goods (cotton 
cloth) 

10 % or 6t % 

11% 

8. Fibrous garments®* 

10 % or 6| % 

15% 

9. Fibres 

5 % or 4 % 

15% 

10. Silk • • • • 

10 % or 6f % 

15% 

II. Wool 

10 % or 6| % 

Free 

12. Raw materials for 
fibrous or textile 
garments** 

10 % or 6f % 

Free for raw cotton. 
15 % for fibrous 
raw materials 

13. Threads** 

5 % or 4 % 

15% 

14. All other articles 
( carpets, curtains) 

lo % or 6t % 

15% 

15. Metals** . . 

10 % or 6t % 

10 % 

16. Medicines 

5 % or 4 % 

15% 

17 Sulphuret of ar- 
senic (red ar- 
senic) 

lo % or 6f % 

15% 

18. Dyes (colouring 
ingredients) 

10 % or 6f % 

15% 


^ This has been taken to denote hemp and the like. 

Cotton is mentioned as paying a tax of 4 % or 5 %. As to how 
cotton is to be distinguished from raw materials (No. 12) is not clear. 

** Cotton seqing and darning thread has to pay in British India 
5 %, while other kinds of cotton threads 15 %. We have taken the 
item under the latter head. 

** In British India the duty on metals varies as regards different 
metals, but that on iron and steel is 10 %. Other metals generally 
pay 15 %. 
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A COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MAURYAN OCTROI DUTIES 
AND BRITISH INDIAN CUSTOMS DUTIES— 


Article 

Mamyun Octroi Dnty 

British Indian Customs 
Duty (1923) 

19. Vermilion 

10 % or 6| % 

15% 

20. Spices 

10 % or 6| % 

15% 

21. Wine®’ .. 

10 % or 6| % 

or 8 rupees per 
six-quart bottle 

22. liquor*® . . 

4 % or 5 % 

8 annas per six-quart 
bottle 

23. Ferments 

6t % or 10 % 

15% 

24. Skins 

6j % or 10 % 

Free if raw or salted, 
2^ % if otherwise 

25. Ivory 

6f % or 10 % 

15% 

26. Animals . . 

4 % or 5 % 

Free 

27. Salt 

4 % or 5 % 

Duty is varying. Now 
it is R. 1-4-0 per 
tnaund 

28. Sugar 

4 % or 5 % 

25% 

29. Oil 

4 % or 5 % 

7* % or 15 % 

30. Grains 

4 % or 5 % 

2*% 

31. Earthenware*® 
(clay pots) 

4 % or 5 % 

15% 

32. Wood 

4 % or 5 % 

15%. 2j% if fire- 
wood 


The difference in rate in British India depends on quality. 

“ This is coarser kind of liquor. 

** It is doubtful if clay pots are taxed in British India. Here they 
have been included as coming under **all other articles** under 
earthenware. 
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A COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MAURYAN OCTROI DUTIES 
AND BRITISH INDIAN CUSTOMS BVTIES -continued 


Article 

Mauryan Octroi Duty 

British Indian Customs 
Duty (1933) 

33. Bamboo . . 

4 % or 5 % 

15% 

34. Miscellaneous^ 

20% 

15% 

(other com- 



modities) 




TABLE OF OCTROI DUTIES AND GATE DUES" 


Article 

Octroi Duty {ad valorm) 

Gate Duel {ad valorm) 

I. Flowers, fruits, vege- 
tables, bulbous roots, 
fruits of creepers {pal- 
hkya), seeds, dried fish, 
dried meat 

% 

3l% 

2. Conch shells, diamonds, 
precious stones, pearls, 
corals, and necklaces 

Duty determined 
by experts on 
the time, cost, 
and finish of the 
production of 
the article 

One-fifth of the 
amount octroi 
duty deter- 
mined 

3. Fibrous garments, cotton 
cloths, silk, mail ar- 
mour,** sulphuret of 
arsenic, red arsenic, 
vermilion, metals, 
colouring ingredients, 
sandal, brown sandal, 
pungents, ferments, 
dress, and the like 

io%or6f % 

2%or J% 


Some other articles taxed under the Mauryas but for which no 
definite modem parallels are found or which are rather obscure are: 
Cloths, 5 % or 4 %; Cooked rice, 5% or 4%; Dress, 10 % or 6} %; 
Sandal, 10 % or 6f %; Brown sandal, 10 % or 6| %; Products 
yielded by worms, 10 % or 6f %. 

•1 Arth., Bk. II, ch. 22. 

** Mail armour mentioned here is forbidden to be imported, as 
mentioned in a previous chapter, and when brought in for sale was 
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TABLE OF OCTROI DUTIES AND GATE DVES^^ontd. 


Article 

Octroi Duty {ad valoram) 

Gate Dues {ad valorm) 

Wine, ivory, skins, raw 
materials for fibrous or 
cotton garments, car- 
pets, curtains, and pro- 
ducts yielded by worms 

10 % or 6f % 

2 % or i % 

Wool and other products 
yielded by goats and 
sheep 

io%or6|% 

2%or J% 

4. Cloths, quadrupeds, bi- 
peds, Idireads, cotton, 
scents, medicine, wood, 
bamboo, fibres, skins, 
clay pots 

5 % or 4 % 

I % or t % 

Grains, oils, sugar, salt, 
liquor, cooked rice, and 
the like 

5 % or 4 % 

I % or t % 

5. All other commodities®* 

20% 

4% 


Tolls are of various kinds. Those mentioned by Cohn®* 
as existing in the Frankish kingdom are bridge toll, river 
toll, harbour toll, road toll, wheel toll, packhorse toll, 
foot-passenger toll, market toll, and the like. Under the 
Mauryas also there were different kinds of tolls. First, goods 
which were exported from the city had to pay toll to the 
extent of the octroi duty mentioned in the foregoing state- 
ment. There were, again, tolls in the nature of tolls thorough 
of modem English law. ‘Toll traverse is paid for passing 

to be sold free of toll outside the dty {supra, p. 84). It is therefore 
inexplainable how mail armour could be mentioned here as an article 
paying duty. 

^ The passage (Arth , Bk. II, ch. 22) runs, praveiy&nSm mulya 
patlchabhdgali, and this means the tax on imports is one-hfth of their 
value. As it is very improbable that the goods had to pay 20 % in 
addition to the octroi duty and gate dues which themselves sometimes 
amounted to 15 % or 20 %, the passage has been interpreted to apply 
to commodities not enumerated above. 

Science of Finance, p. 390. 
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over a private way, bridge, or ferry. No consideration need 
be proved. Toll thorough is paid for the use of the high- 
way.”** Of this kind was probably the Mauryan vartani or 
road toll collected by the officer in charge of the boundaries 
on all goods entering the state.** The tax may have been 
levied because of the use made of the king’s highway. 
Perhaps of this kind were the tolls existing in South India 
in the first century of the Christian era, of which Kana- 
kasabhai Pillai*^ writes: “The principal thoroughfares in 
the interior of the country were guarded by the king’s 
soldiers, and tolls were levied on these highways”; and, 
“Tolls were collected on the trunk roads and by caravans, 
and at the frontier of each kingdom.”** Another kind of 
toll was the ferry toll, which was the hire for the use of the 
government boats in crossing rivers.** 

The road and ferry tolls may conveniently be brought 
together in one statement for purposes of comparison (see 
Table on facing page). 

The ferry tolls’® were double the foregoing amount in case 
of big rivers. The income went to the state coffers direct, 
for Kautilya says,’^ “The evidence of a ferryman should be 
given and the daily income should be remitted.” Free 

•* Encydopadia Britannica, vol. xxvi, p. 1053. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21. Supra, p. 77. Cf. Bhattaswami’s interpreta- 
tion {J.B.O.R.S., vol. rdi, part i, p. 125). 

Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, p. 109. 

*• Ibid., p. 112. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 28. That the ferry toll was the boat hire is 
probable from what Manu says (viii, 406) : "For a long passage the 
boat hire must be proportioned to the places and times, know that 
this (rule refers) to (passages along) the banks of rivers, at sea there 
is no settled (freight)." Vishnu (iii, 16) also mentions fares to be paid 
at ferries. While a Nasik Cave Inscription mentions Ushavad&ta as 
establishing free ferries by boats (Ep. Ind., viii, no. 8, p. 79). 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 28, Kshudrapaiurmanushyaicha sabhO/rd 
masludiatfi dadydt. iSirobhSrafi kSyabhSrd gavdivahcha dvau. Ushfra- 
mahisham chatura^. PaUchalaghuydnatfi. Sha 4 gohAgaift. Saptaiakafatfi 
Pa^yobhSrak pSdarri. Tenabhdvd^tbhdro vyShhyStak. Dvigm^o tnahS- 
nadishutarak. 

” Ibid., KSrmikapratyayatri dadySnnityatfi chSknikamdvakit. 
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passes for exemption from ferry toll were given to ascetics, 
brahmans, and such others.^* As in the case of the road 
toll, here also the state was liable for any loss of goods 
caused by the loss of the boat on account of heavy loading, 
sailing at improper time and place, want of a fenyman, or 
unsoundness of the vessel.” Similar tolls were existing at 
the time of Yuan Chwang, who records” that "Tradesmen 


ROAD AND FERRY TOLLS 



RoadToU” 

Ferry ToU« 

I. A head-load of merchandise .. 
Man with load . . 

I mdsha 

2 mdshas 

I mdsha 

2. Minor quadruped 

^ patia 

1 mdsha 

3. A single-hoofed animal 

Horse 

1 pai!ia 

2 mdshas 

4. Each head of cattle 

Cow 

Buffalo . . 

^ pat^a 

2 mdshas 

4 mdshas 

5, Cartload of merchandise 

Small cart 

Medium cart 

Big cart 

pastas 

5 mdshas 

6 mdshas 

7 mdshas 

6. Camel 

— 

4 mdshas 


Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 28. Compare Manu, vm, 407: “But a woman 
who has been pregnant two months and more, an ascetic, a hermit 
in the forest, and Brahmans who were students of the Veda shall 
not be made to pay toll at a ferry." 

Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 28, Ahbhare^dveldydmatirthe tarataicha 
purushopakaratia hindydm asatkfttdydm va navi vipanndydm ndva- 
dhyakshd nashfam vtnashfam vd ahhydhhavet. 

Yuan Chwang, vol. i, p. 176. 

Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 21, Antapdlah sapddapdn^ihdm vartanlm 
gfihifiydt pai^yavdhanasya pai(fikdmlhakhurasya pahundmardhapa- 
vikdm kshudfapaiundm pddtkdm amsahhdrasya mdshikdm. 

w Compare the rates mentioned by Manu (viii, 404-5) : An empty 
cart, I pai!f,a\ an animal, a woman, i pa^ia each; an unloaded man, 
i pai^a) carts with merchandise, ad valorem. 
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go to and from bartering their merchandise after paying light 
duties at ferries and barrier stations.” 

A carriage” cess (aiivahikam) collected by the boundary- 
keeper is also mentioned, but it is uncertain Avliat this was, 
because carts with merchandise have already come under 
road toll and ferry toll. Perhaps this was an additional duty. 

Another kind of toll was that paid by ships — ^the harbour 
toll. When ships anchored at ports on their voyage they 
paid the tax.” But when the vessels sought refuge in the 
harbour with goods spoiled by rough seas they were either 
exempted from paying toll or required to pay half the 
amoxmt.’* Likewise, merchants also paid the regulated 
customary toll in port towns.*® 

Evasion of the payment of tolls was heavily fined, the 
fines often amounting to eight times the toll, and sometimes 
even the commodity was confiscated.*^ Thus in Mauryan 
times the revenue from tolls was derived from the road toll 
or cess, the ferry toll, the carriage cess, and the harbour toll. 

^ Arth,, Bk. II, chs. i6 and 28. Cf. J,B.O.R.S.» vol. xii, part ii, 
p. 160. 

w Arth., Bk. II. ch. 28. Ibid. w Ibid. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21, Ntguhtiaphalgubhdi^^^m iulkdshfagui^d 
dan^alak. S&Yabha'^ 4 <^m sarvdpahdralri. Cf. Manu, viii, 400; Vaiishfha, 
25; Vtshpu, iii, 31. 



CHAPTER V 


EXCISE AND SALT REVENUES 

I. Excise Revenue: Duty on prostitutes^ actors, etc. — ^Duty 
on artisans — ^Revenue from liquor. II. Salt Revenue: In 
the form of excise revenue, customs duty, consumers tax 

I. EXCISE REVENUE 

Excise is "duty charged on home goods either in the 
process of their manufacture or before their sale to the 
consumer."^ It is an internal tax imposed at some stage in 
the production of the article. It is usual to regard licence 
duties and fees as coming under excise. "It is, however, the 
practice to classify under the general head of excise ... a 
large number of assessed taxes, being licence duties paid to 
the state in return for permission to practice or follow 
certain sports, trades, or occupations, e.g. the dog, game, 
and gun licences, and the licences on brewers, auctioneers, 
and pawnbrokers. In this book also licence duties are 
regarded as excise taxes. 

The first of such duties was that on prostitutes, who in 
the Mauryan period appear to have been under the control 
and protection of the state.* But a prostitute who put 
herself under the "protection" of a private individual and 
ceased to attend the king’s court paid one and a quarter 
paifas per mensem to the state.* This contribution was 

* Encyclopadia Britannxca, vol. x, p. 58. 

* Dtctionary of Political Economy, vol. i, p. 787. Also see Bastable, 
Public Finance, p. 505; Encyclopadia Britannica, vol. x, p. 58. 

» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 27. 

* Ibid., Aviiantl $ap3dapaifdvaruddhdm3savltanaiftdadyttt.'Bb&X\a,~ 
sw&mi [J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, part ii, p. 152) gives two interpretations 
of the passage: Kichit abhagnabhogitu saivdvaruddhi niyataikapuru- 
shagdmini sapddapanatn mdsavStanam ganikdyai dadydt. Aparttu 
bhagnabhogaiva yadd khtachidapadadhritd bhavati tadd karma 
nikshaydrtham gae^ikddkyakshdya dadydt. I have followed the first 
interpretation with the modification that the payment was made 
to the gaifikddkyaksha and not to the gaifika. Compare N<des, p. 61. 
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imposed on certain classes of persons, perhaps in order to 
keep them at least under the indirect control of the state 
by means of a kind of registration. 

Actors, dancers, musicians, buffoons, mimics, and such 
others who came from foreign countries to give exhibitions 
had to pay five paisas as licence fees or prSkshavitana.^ 
Likewise fishermen paid one-sixth of their haul as fee for 
fishing licence {naukahafakam),^ for, as Kaufilya observes, 
the king was to exercise his right of ownership with regard 
to fishing, fencing, and trading in vegetables, in reservoirs 
or lakes.^ 

Under the head of forts in the chapter on revenue collec- 
tion Kau^ilya mentions an income from guilds of artisans 
and handicraftsmen {kdruiilpigai^dJ^.^ This was probably a 
fee for the registration and recognition of the corporations 
and for the special privileges granted to them as in the 
Middle Ages, similar to the modem licence fees.® 

• Afth., Bk. II, ch. 37 Compare the practice m other kingdoms of 
the ancient world “In Byzantium fortune-tellers who, accordmg to 
the testimony of Isocrates and Lycian, did a profitable busmess, 
quacks, jugglers, and other itmerant practitioners of the magic art 
paid the third part of their gain for permission to itinerate in the 
exercise of their arts and persons of the same class in ancient times 
in other countries were also taxed Probably Athens likewise col- 
lected a tax upon those who practised their arts" (Boeckh, op. cit., 
p. 442). 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 28, Matsyabandhakd naukahafakam sha^hhagaifi 
dadyu^k, 

^ Arth,f Bk. II, ch. i. Matsyaplavaharitapanydndm sBtushu rdjd 
sv&myam gachchhBt. 

• AftK Bk. II, ch. 6. 

* Compare what Seligman writes: "One of the chief sources of 
royal income in medieval Europe consisted in the so-called fines 
for licences, concessions, and franchises. These were payments by 
individuals and associations for all kinds of special privileges, such 
as to secure the general favour of the crown to retain or to quit 
office, to obtain the right of exporting commodities to conduct some 
business in a particular way, to obtain special jurisdictional privi- 
leges, to possess the right of firma hufgit and so on. A most common 
instance can be found in the trading privileges of the guilds, granted 
chiefly for the sake of the accruing emoluments. Similar to these 
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In modern states excise revenue is largely derived by 
taxation of alcoholic drinks. “The tendency of modem 
legislation has been to throw the largest possible burden of 
excise taxation on alcoholic drinks, and to exempt, as far 
as possible, other articles."^® As a practical example it may 
be mentioned that in British India in 1924-25, out of a 
total excise revenue of a little more than 19 crores of rupees, 
as much as 16J crores came from liquor and drugs alone.^^ 
In the Mauryan time the manufacture and sale of liquor 
were completely controlled and regulated by the state in 
forts, coimtry parts, and in camps.^* 

Some revenue was realized from liquor in the form of 
licence fee. On special occasions like fairs and festivals 
householders were allowed to manufacture a kind of white 
liquor {arishfa), used for medicinal purposes, and some 
other similar drinks; while on some other occasions like 
festivals, fairs,^® and pilgrimages allowed to manufacture 
liquor for four days.^^ A licence fee, however, was collected 
from such manufacturers.^® 

medieval concessions are the modem hcences, especially in the 
Southern Commonwealths, which are conferred on mdividuals and 
corporations alike and in most cases for purely fiscal reasons'' {Essays 
in Taxation, p. 222). 

“ Dictionary of Political Economy, vol. i, p. 787. 

Sixty Years of Indian Finance, p. 261. 

Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 25, Surddhyakshaji surSkitivavyavahSran durge 
janapade skandhdvdre vd tajjdtasurdkiiivavyavahdrihhih hdrayet. 

“ These may be the samSjas referred to by Aidka, e.g. in R.E. /. 

Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 25, Kutumbinah kfityeshu koltasurdrn 
aushadhartharn vd anshfam anyadvd kartum lahheran. Utsavasamd- 
jaydtrdsu chaturahas saurihddeya}i, Teshvanujndtdndm prahvatidntam 
daivasikamatya yamgrihrfiydt, 

Bhattaswami (/.B.O.E.S., vol. xii, part ii, p. 147; also see 
Gajj^apati Sastri, op, cit,, vol. i, p. 296) follows the reading ananuj- 
Hdtandift, He explains that on festival occasions people were allow^ 
to dnnk without limit and that a fine was collected from those who 
manufactured liquor on these occasions without licence. 

Shama Sastry's reading and inteipretation {Trans,, p. 146) followed 
along in the text appear better because (i) Arth,, Bk. 11 , ch. 23, 
does not mention any limitation on drinking, and (2) the chapter 
prohibits manufacture by unlicensed people. Further, it is probable 
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Another source of revenue from liquor was a duty of 
5 per cent imposed on persons selling foreign stuff." This 
may be regarded as a licence fee for selling foreign liquor. 

Dealers in certain kinds of liquor” paid an impost under 
the name "compensation” (vaidharaifa) because their busi- 
ness deprived the state of the profits that would have 
accrued to it had the state itself traded. 


n. SALT REVENUE 

“The salt duty in India,” writes K, T. Shah," "is an old 
item of public revenue, alike instructive in its historical 
aspect and productive in its fiscal aspect.” The principle 
on which duties on salt and other necessaries of life are 
levied is that if at aU the masses are to contribute to the 
public purse, it must be largely through taxes levied upon 
articles of universal consumption. 

In Mauryan times there appear to have been three sources 
of salt, viz. imported salt, that from inland mines and 
mountains, and sea salt." Pliny observes” that "there are 
mountains also formed of native salt, as, for instance, 
Ormenus in India, where it is cut out like blocks from 
a quarry and is continually produced, whence a greater 
revenue accrues to the sovereigns than those derived from 
gold and pearls.” The manufactme and sale of salt were 

that permission to manufacture liquor was given even on the "free” 
da3rs after payment of fees, while unlicensed manufacturers must 
have been deadt with otherwise according to law. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 25, ArSjapmfyd^ panchakam iatam iulham 
dadyu^. 

The liquors were surSkS, mldaha, arishfa; wine, phalSmla and 
Bmlaiidku. 

** Sixty Years of Indian Finance, p. 249. 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. Even in modem days 30 per cent of salt 
is imported by sea. 

*<* Bk. xiii, c. 7 (39). There are other references also. Strabo 
writes (xv, 31): "It is said that in country of Sopiethes there is a 
mountain of fossil salt whidi could supply all India”; and (v, ii, 6) : 
"The salt mines in India mentioned by Clitarchus.” 
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controlled by the state through the superintendent of ocean 
mines." The revenue was derived in three forms, namely, 
excise duty, customs duty on imported salt, and a con- 
sumers tax, just as in British India salt revenue is derived 
from customs duty, excise duty, and government monopoly 
of the manufacture and sale of salt. 

As regards excise revenue, every person except hermits 
{vanaprastha), who were allowed to manufacture salt without 
licence, had to obtain a licence to manufactiire salt" and 
pay the government either a fixed quantity of salt or a 
money rent {prakraya).^ If paid in kind, the tax was to be 
paid in the royal measure, which was 5 per cent larger than 
the market measure." The state thus obtained 5 per cent 
extra revenue when its share of salt was sold. 

A similar system of licence fee and excise duty prevails in 
some parts of British India. For instance, in Madras the 
manufacturer has to pay an excise duty and he is free to 
sell his salt in the market. But where private individuals 
take a lease of government salt factories they must obtain 
a licence before they can manufacture and sell salt. 

Secondly, the revenue was derived from customs duty. 
Imported salt had to pay a tax of one-sixth part or 16} per 
cent ai valorem in the royal measure." Here also, as the 
ro}^ measure appears to have been 5 per cent more than 
the market measure, the tarifi taken in the royal measure 
but calculated in the market measme" meant an increase 

“ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. 

** Ibid,, Vilava^^amuttamam dai^ 4 ^m dadydt, Anisfishfdpajivicha 
anyatra vdnaprasthebhyab* 

^ Ibid., Lavai(iddhyakshali pdkamuktam lavai^ahhdgamprakrayam 
cha yaihdkdXam safngjri}iifiydt, vikraydchcha mulyam rupam vydjttn, 1 
have followed Bhattaswami r^arding the money rent (J.B.O.R.S., 
vol. xi, part 3, p. 58). Ibid. 

** Arth., Bk. II. ch. 12. AganhUavat^atfi sha 4 bhSgam dadydt. Datta 
bhdgavibhdgasya vikrayafi panchakaifi iatam vydjim rupam rupikam 
cha. Compare Bhattaswami's interpretation of bhdgavibhdga, bhdga 
meaning the sha^hhdga and vtbhdga the difference between the royal 
and market measures (J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, pp. 58-9). 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. About vydji Supra, p. 32. 
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of f per cent in the duty, that being 5 per cent of i6f per 
cent. The actual duty on imported salt, therefore, was 
17I per cent, which is almost a protectionist tariff. In 
British India, “on imported salt a duty is levied equal 
approximately to the duty on inland manufacture.” 

Further, the purchasers of imported salt had to pay two 
more imposts: one was an internal duty or octroi [hulka), 
and the other compensation {vaidhara^), to make good the 
loss which the indigenous manufacturers of salt suffered.*^ 
Here perhaps the policy of protection was in operation. 
Trade in indigenous salt was looked upon as the king’s 
commerce, and purchasers of imported salt, as they pur- 
chased a foreign commodity, had to make good the loss 
which the king’s commerce suffered. This compensation was 
to be paid not to the native manufacturers but to the 
state. If the foregoing taxes were not paid, the purchasers 
were fined 600 paifas.^ 

There was, moreover, the consumers tax. The state 
exempted men learned in the Vidas, those engaged in 
penance, and labourers from pa3dng the tax only when they 
used salt as food.** The labourers were exempted perhaps 
because of their poverty, and the others because of their 
caste and occupation. But even these classes could not make 
use of salt for purposes other than food without pajdng toll. 
All others had to pay tax, whatever the purpose for which 
they used salt and alkalis.** 

” Artk., Bk. II, ch. 12. It is doubtful if the itdka does not refer 
to the customs duty but to a separate impost. 

** Ibtd., Sulhaffirlljapm},ySchchhedSnurupaffl cha vatdharaifatn dadySi 
anyatra krltS, shatchhatamatyayancha. 

** Ibid., $rdtriySstapasfnndvtshfayaicha hhukUdavai^tji hartyul^. 
Ato anyolavai^akshdravargafi itdkam dadySt. 

»» Ibid. 
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MISCELLANEOUS TAXES 

Poll tax — ^Income tax — ^Excess profits tax— Labour tax — 
Sales or turnover tax — ^Trade taxes — ^Taxes on herdsmen, 
hunters, etc. — War tax — ^House tax — Confiscation of un- 
earned increment — ^Forced benevolences — Gambling — Bah 
— Klnpta and Piifidakara 

Under this head will be considered taxes some of which, 
though important even to-day, cannot be dealt with 
separately because of the meagre information available 
about them in Mauryan times. 

POLL TAX 

A poll tax means a capitation or head tax levied on indi- 
viduals. It is said to be one of the earliest forms of taxation. 
In England poll taxes were tried at intervals from 1377 
tin 1698.^ Even to-day poU taxes are to be foimd, but, as 
Seligman says,^ they have assumed a political significance, 
as in Switzerland and in some of the American common- 
wealths, where the payment of the tax is made a condition 
of suffrage. 

In MamTan times there appear to have been two 
kinds of poU tax. One of them had perhaps a political 
significance. Undesirable foreigners {bahirikas) had to pay 
a tax to enter the city.® This was really a poU tax, and 
similar to the one found in ancient Athens, where a foreigner 
who remained in the city beyond a certain period paid a 
tax "for protection.”* No doubt the Athenian and the 

^ Dictionary of Political Economy, vol. iii, p, 517. 

* Essays in Taxation, p. 10. 

* Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 4, Nacka bdhirikdnkurydt purardshtrdpaghdta- 
kdn. KshipijjanapadB chaitdn sarvdnvd ddpayitkardn. Compare ibid,, 
p. 57, footnote, for references to bdhtrikas in Suyangaga Sutra and 
JMtadharma Sutra, 

^ Boeckb, op, cit,, p. 438: '*Among the direct and personal taxes 
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Mauryan taxes differed from each other in that the former 
was on all foreigners who remained in Athens beyond a 
certain period, while the other was on unwelcome foreigners. 
But they have this in common, that both were on foreigners 
because they were foreigners, thus differing from the modem 
one mentioned by Seligman, which is a qualification for full 
citizenship. 

In ancient India itself, though of a later period, are 
found taxes similar to the Mauryan one. Such, for example, 
is the one on Ajivakas under the Chd}a kings Kulottuiiga III* 
and Rfijaraja III.' The Ajivakas being, like the bahirikas, 
undesirables had to pay a tax. 

The other kind of Mauryan poll tax is mentioned by 
Megasthenes. He records that of the magistrates in Patali- 
putra, "the third body consists of those who inquire when 
and how births and deaths occur, with the view not only of 
levying a tax, but also in order that births and deaths 
among both high and low may not escape the cognizance 
of govermnent.”’ What its amount was and how it was 
levied is not known. It was perhaps not considered, as in 
Athens, "most ignominious which none but slaves paid to 

that paid by the domiciled alien for protection is the best known. . . . 
At Athens a foreigner was allowed to dwell a definite number of 
days without being taxed. If he remained beyond that period he 
was considered as an alien under the protection of the state or a 
domiciled foreigner and subjected to the payment of the tax for 
protection." 

» Madras Inscriptions, p. 74. • Ihtd , p. 98. 

^ Strabo, XV, i, 50. The registration of families is mentioned by 
Yuan Chwang (op, cit., vol. i, p. 176) who says: "Famihes are not 
registered," thus indicating that registration of families was not 
unknown. Fahien also writes (Travels, p. 42): "They (the people) 
have not to register their households." Kautilya also mentions (Bk. II, 
chs. 35-6) that one of the duties of the gopa was to register details 
about famihes. 

This kind of tax is found in later times. The record of R&janSr£3ra9a 
Sambhava r&ya (Madras Inscriptions, p. 383) mentions a tax on 
individuals (perkkadamai), while the contribution paid by weavers 
per head annually in Ep, Ind., v, no. 3, is, as Fleet sa3rs, a 
capitation tax. 
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the tyrant.”* The Mauryan tax may have been levied on 
every member of the family, including children, the tax 
increasing with every birth and decreasing with every 
death.* 


INCOME TAX 

The tax on income is no modem invention. It appears to 
have been known to the Mauryas as well as to the Athenians. 
The Mauryan income tax was levied on a particular class of 
people. Even to-day all incomes are not taxed, and some 
kinds of income are exempted from the tax. Where, for 
instance, a land tax is levied, often agricultural incomes do 
not pay the income tax. Apart from taxing a particular 
class, the Mauryas appear to have adopted the proportional 
system of income taxation. 

The tax was levied on prostitutes, and possibly also 
on actors, dancers, musicians, jugglers, singers, players on 
musical instruments, buffoons, mimics, rope dancers, heralds, 
pimps, unchaste women, and wandering bards.** Every 
prostitute was required to supply information to the super- 
intendent as to the amount of her daily fees, her expected 
income, and the paramoiu’.** The actors, dancers, and others 
also had to furnish the same information as far as it applied 
to them.** In short, these classes had to submit a statement 

* Boeckh, op. cit., p. 407. 

* Were it only on adults, the state had to wait for a number of 
years and there was perhaps no necessity to register births for 
levying a tax. The state could have registered only adults. 

Some of these classes seem to have been regarded as "undesir- 
ables." Arth., Bk. VIII, cb. 3, PSfockcharadyiitakara lubdhakagSya- 
kavSdakaiichSnarthai^ sat/iydgaft. kSmalt. Compare SSnttparva, 
Ixxxviii, 14-15. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 27, GaifikS bhogamSyattifi purushaAcha nivi- 
daylt. Every prostitute’s earnings, expenditure, and other details 
were determined by the Superintendent of Prostitutes. These 
restrictions appear to have been for political ends also, the state 
controlling the prostitutes and through them their paramours. 

** Ibid,, £tina nopmartokagdyakavlUUikavagjivaHalMidlavaplavaka- 
saubkikachdravdndm sMvyavakSri^Ont striydgu^kSjfvSickavydk^dtdk’ 
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of their income. On this the government collected the tax. 
Every prostitute was required to pay the government every 
month twice the amount of a day's earnings,“ i.e. 6f per 
cent of her income. Thus proportional, and not the pro- 
gressive, system of taxation was operative, because the rate 
was the same whatever the amount of income. Further, there 
does not appear to have been a minimu m exempted from 
tax. Another feature is that while in modem days the tax 
is generally collected once a year, the Mauryas seem to have 
collected it once a month. 

This kind of state control over prostitutes and the collec- 
tion of the income tax find a remarkable parallel in Athens. 
Boeckh observes “According to a passage of Suidas and 
Zonaras, the agaronotni designated the price which each 
prostitute should take. If this is even incredible, it probably 
contains the tmth, however, that the agaronotni determined 
the amoimt of this tax, and that as in the ordinance of 
batigula, the rate of which differed according to the 
difference of their gain or of the class in which they were 
comprised.” 

The prostitutes, as stated above, paid the tax in the 
Mauryan empire. Dancers and actors are not definitely 
stated to have paid the income tax. But perhaps they also 
paid, in view of the fact that, like the prostitutes, they 
also had to submit to the state an account of their income.^*^ 

EXCESS PROFITS TAX 

This tax was adopted by many belligerent coimtries during 
the Great War of 19x4. Briefly the tax may be explained as 
follows. Every business concern is assumed to be entitled 
to a certain amount of profit, which may be called normal 
or modal profit, and any excess over and above this “normal" 

Arth., Bk. II, cb. 27, RupsjivS bhogadvayagunatfttnSsaiftdadyu^. 

14 Boeckh, op. cit., p. 443. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 27. Cf. Boeckh, op. cit., p. 442. 
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standard is to be taxed, or, in Plehn’s words, “ "trimmed 
away as if it were a noxious growth, or at least made whole- 
some by a public use.” 

This tax appears to have been levied by the Mamyan 
financiers. Under the head “country parts”” is mentioned 
a source of income called p&rha, which is "a tax collected 
when there is some margin left for such collection.”” Busi- 
ness men were allowed a profit of 5 per cent on local com- 
modities and 10 per cent on foreign produce.” The percentage 
of profit was not determined arbitrarily, but all things worth 
consideration were taken into account before the price was 
fiixed. The cost of production, the demand and supply, the 
duties paid, such as the difierent kinds of toll {iulka), road 
cess {yartani), carriage cess {dtivahika), ferry charges {tara- 
dlya), bhdga, gutmadtya,^ etc., the transport charges, and 
aU other kinds of accessory expenses were calculated.*^ The 
supply of goods was so regulated that in slack seasons the 
merchant did not suffer, while in the other seasons the state 
took care that he did not get undue profits.** If there was 
any profit in excess of the one fixed, which the business man 
managed to get either by illicit increase of price or by other 
means, two remedies were adopted. The first was that fines 

“ Op. cit., p. 292. 

” Arth; Bk. II, chs. 6 and 15. 

“ Arth. Trans., p. 109. P. N. Bannerjea [pp. cit., p. 177) refers to 
this income as royalty. In the light of the discussion in this section, 
this interpretation appears incorrect. For the mesining of royalty 
vide Dictionary of Political Economy, vol. iii, p. 331. BhattaswSmi 
{J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, p. 84) explains the words thus: Pdrivam uchi- 
tokaradadhtkagrahStfdm koiahimsarotam [(stc) koiabhtssamharai^ktaml 
prabhtttoSdichchkadhigamyamiti. The exactions were justified in virtue 
of the sovereignty of the state. 

** Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 2, AnujUStakraylldupari chaishSm svadl- 
iiySnllmpaifyiinibfipaiichakatniatamSjwam sthdpaylt. Paradl^ydndffi 
daiokam. Compare YSjUavlkya, ii, 252. 

» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 16. 

Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 2, Prakshipam paufydnishpattitfi iushkam 
Vfiddhitnavakrayam VyaySnaifyamicha saAkkydya sthSpayit argha- 
marghavit. Compare Manu, viii, 401-2. 

** Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 2. 
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were imposed** because the law was broken. The second 
remedy was that the profit was taxed. Kautil}^ does not 
mention the rate of the tax. 

The excess profits tax in the Mauryan empire was not 
merely a device adopted in great financial difiiculties, but 
was a regular tax in time of peace. A feature of the tax 
which is hard to justify is the amount of normal profit. The 
rates of 5 and 10 per cent fixed by the Mauryan state 
appear too low, and must have hit a little too hard the 
business men. The state appears to have given the con- 
sumers’ standpoint too much importance. 

LABOUR TAX 

To be a tax the compulsory contribution need not neces- 
sarily be "one of money or goods, for compulsory military 
service and forced labour must be reckoned in the category 
of taxes.’’** This kind of tax is found in some modem states. 
Adams observes: "Germany imposes a special labour tax 
for the purpose of procuring military service, and conse- 
quently is exempt from the necessity of imposing as large 
a money tax for the support of the army as would otherwise 
be the case.’’*® "Another illustration of coerced service is 
found in the practice followed by many states of calling 
upon individuals to devote a certain number of days to work 
on the public highways. This is called the ‘Road Tax,’ and 
is, in form at least, a labour tax, although it may be con- 
verted into a money payment.’’*® 

•• Arth.f Bk. IV, ch. 2. Plehn believes that **As a source of 
revenue in times of peace, even in 'piping times of peace,' the 
excess profits tax is a tax that is difficult to justify" (op. cit., 
p. 292). This is a disputable view. 

Dictionary of Political Economy, vol. iii, p. 517. 

•• Science of Finance, p. 19. Adams adds: "The merit of this 
system, regarded from a financial point of view, depends very largely 
upon the relative burdens of a labour tax on the one hand and 
a money tax on the other, as well as upon the incidental benefits 
which accrue from the two plans of military organization." 

•• Ibid., p. 20. 
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In Mauryan days, according to Megasthenes, the handi- 
craftsmen and the retail dealers had “to perform gratui- 
tously certain public services, and to pay tribute from the 
products of labour.”*^ This suggests that there were two 
kinds of labom tax — ^the ordinary tax, paid in the form 
of labour {sirnhanika),^ and the additional gratuitous per- 
formance of public services {vishfi).** 

As regards the first kind, poor people who could not pay 
taxes in money or in kind appear to have paid them in the 
form of service, which was used by the state in its manu- 
factories for pounding, frying, extracting oil, and the like.*® 
This was in one sense no gain to the state, because instead 
of getting the income in the shape of money or kind, it got 
its due in the form of labour. But it may be pointed out 
that if the state had refused to accept the labour, it would 
have been so much the loser for it, as the poor people could 
not probably have paid their dues in any other shape. This 
kind of tax has been mentioned by Manu, that iudras, 
craftsmen, and artisans discharge their dues by work.*^ 

The other kind of tax was the gratuitous performance of 
public services. This does not appear to have been in lieu 
of any taxes that had to be ordinarily paid, but was in the 
nature of an additional tax. Its parallels are to be found in 
the German conscription and the ancient Athenian liturgiae. 
Of the latter, Boeckh observes:*® “But also personal public 
services or liturgiae which save the state an expenditure to 
the amount of their cost supplied to that extent the place 
of a revenue." 

This tax was very common in ancient India. Manu®* writes 

" Arrian, Indika, xii. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. Cf. Bhattasw&mi’s explanation 
(J.B.O.R.S., vol. XI, part 3, p. 85). 

*• Arth., Bk. I, ch. 4. For other references, infra, p. 107. 

»• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. 

** Manu, X, 120. 

** Boeckh, op. cit., p. 584. 

*• Manu, vii, 138. 
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that mechanics, artisans, and others had to work for the 
king one day every month. Gautama** and Vishnu** speak 
to the same efiect. ^ukra** mentions it as one day in a 
fortnight. In the Mahabharata” forced labourers are said to 
have accompanied the army. In his famous inscription at 
Gimar,** the Satrap Rudradaman records that the Sudar^a 
lake was rebuilt “without oppressing the inhabitants of the 
town and country by taxes, forced labour, and acts of 
affection.” The inscriptions** grant villages "with (the right 
to) forced labour as the occasion for it occurs,” or “free of 
forced labour of very kind.” Yuan Chwang*® remarks that 
“individuals are not subject to forced labour contributions 
. . . taxation being light and forced services being sparingly 
used.” 

That this was an additional tax finds support in C. V. 
Vaidya’s observation" that in epic India “no caste was 
exempt from this tax of compulsory labour. Even the 
Brahmans were made to work if they did not follow their 
own sacred profession and followed the profession of artisans 
and labourers.” According to R. K. Mookerjea,** in South 
India compulsory labour seems to have been employed 
for the construction of irrigation works, and “even the 
central government sometimes exploited compulsory labour 
for its own purpose. The great temple of Tanjore, for instance, 
was built largely by forced labour.” 

As noted above, Megasthenes mentions the existence of 
this tax in the Mauryan period. Free labourers** were 

** Gautama, x, 31. 

** Vtshpu, iii, 32. 

•* Sukraniti, iv, 2, 241. 

« lix, 41-3. 

•• Ep. Ind., viii, no. 6. 

** £.g. Gupta Inscriptions, nos. 38, 39, 55, and so on. 

Yuan Chwang, i, p. 176. 

" Epic India, p. 215. 

** LoaU Government in Ancient India, pp. 146-7. 

** "Free" labour is not used here as opposed to slave labour, but 
means unpaid or gratuitous labour. 
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employed as pioneers in the Mauryan army, and were tmder 
the charge of an officer called pra&asta.** Kautiljra also 
mentions it while quoting the opinion of VUMaksha that 
free labour {vishfi) is one of the advantages secured from 
the people.^ Elsewhere in the Arthaiastra*^ it is mentioned 
that while an irrigation work was being constructed every 
person had to co-operate in the task either personally or 
through servants and bullocks, but could not claim any 
benefit from the irrigation work. 

Forced labour appears to have been much employed in 
the construction of public works," as was the case in South 
India and as found in the Gimar edict. And in Adams’ 
words, “the demand of a state for labour or service is, like 
a demand for land, deducible to a money demand.’’" 


SALES OR TURNOVER TAX 

The turnover tax levied on the sale of commodities is of 
two kinds. One is on the sale of particular articles or groups 
of articles, and this might be termed particular sales or 
turnover tax; the other levied on sales in general, that is 
on all commodities, is called the general sales tax." These 
taxes have existed in the Western World at one time or 
another since very early days. In Athens the revenue from 
the markets was derived from the duties imposed upon 
commodities sold.*® “It is to be observed,’’ writes Seligman,*^ 

" Arth; Bk. X, ch .1. Compare Madhava Yajva’s explanation. 
Jolly, op. cit., ii, p. 172. The commentator reads iSstS instead of 
praiasta. 

« Arth., Bk. VIII, ch. i. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. In Bk. I, di. 4, also, free labour is men- 
tioned along with grains, gold, and the like as resulting from the 
science of varta. 

Compare The Mahivamia, ch. xxx, where the king is stated to 
have declined to make use of unpaid lalx>ur. 

** Science of Finance, p. 20. 

** Seligman, Studies in Public Finance, ch. vi. 

*** Boeckh, op. cit., p. 420. See also pp. 432 fi. 

“ Op. cit., p. 125. 
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"that all through the Middle Ages taxes on the sale of par- 
ticular conunodities, and especially upon the necessaries of 
life, were common." In Canada a tax on the sale of particular 
commodities is found even to-day, and Grermany and France 
introduced the general sales tax after the war of 1914. 

There appears to have existed a general sales tax of 
10 per cent ad valorem on the sale price of all articles, 
imposed and collected on their sale. For Strabo writes:®* 
"The sixth and last class consists of those who collect the 
tenths of the prices of the articles sold. Fraud in the pay- 
ment of this tax is punished with death.” This tax was 
foimd in ancient Athens,®* where, according to one authority, 
it amounted to 20 per cent. In Byzantine it was 10 per cent, 
as in Mauryan India. In Rome, too, this was collected on 
commodities sold at auction or in the public market.®® As 
remarked above, even in Germany and France a similar tax 
was introduced after the Great War. 

In ancient India generally this duty appears to have been 
common. According to ^ukra,®® the tax was to be paid either 
by the seller or by the buyer according to their gain, and 
the rate varied from a little more than 3 per cent to 6f per 
cent. The Chammak copperplate of Pravarasena mentions 
taxes on sale and purchase. An inscription of Vikrama- 

•* Strabo, xv, 1, 50. 

** Boeckh, op. at., p. 433. Sa)rs Boeckb: "Different from the 
market tax was the duty upon sales, which the grammarians mention 
from Isacus without having any definite knowledge of its nature. 
Haipoeration conjectures that it was the fifth, of which as a tax 
he seems to have obtained information from other sources. So high 
a tax upon the sale of any article whatever is incredible. The 
Byzantines imposed even as a measure of necessity a duty upon 
sales of only a tenth. On the other hand, the account of another 
grammarian is correct that in the term duty upon sales certain 
hundreds are comprehended, like the Centesmia rerum venatium 
oranctionium. We know from documents extant that the hundredth 
was paid upon the sale of landed property, undoubtedly, in all cases, 
not barely on sales at auction." 

Dictionary of Political Economy, vol. iii, p. 517. 

** iukranlti, iv, 2, 216 ff. 
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ditya VI" mentions a sales tax on betel-leaf, while another 
inscription refers to similar taxes on rubies, grains, betel- 
leaf, etc. 

Likewise, when land and buildings were sold by public 
auction the highest bidder had to pay under Mauryas a tax 
on the purchase value." The rate of this tax is not known. 

In addition to immovable property, most of the goods 
were regulated to be sold by public auction.® This fact, 
coupled with the system of taxing some commodities at their 
source and the statement of Strabo that all articles had to 
pay the tax, indicates that the duty must have been a 
universal one levied on goods of all kinds. 

The general sales tax has been condemned by many 
economists and financiers. In the words of David A. Wells, 
the financial adviser to U.S.A. during the Civil War, “Such 
a S5retem [i.e. a general sales tax] violates all the funda- 
mental principles of taxation inasmuch as the taxes are 
neither definite in amount, equal in application, nor con- 
venient of collection.”® Whenever it has been introduced 
the tax has had a disastrous effect on business, and has itself 
ultimately failed to succeed. 

Without entering into the ethics of such a tax, it may be 
noted briefly how far the modem objections against it could 
have applied in the Mauryan times. That under the Mauryas 
it was a peace tax, and not merely a resort in great financial 
crises, is probable.® 

Seligman adds: “If the tax was adopted, it is exceedingly 

*• Sukraniii, xvi, no. 8 (a). 

” Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 9, Vikrayaprattkrdshfa ittlkam dadySt, etc. 

«• Arth., Bk. II. ch. 21. 

** Quoted in Studies tn Public Finance, p. 131. Seligman also is 
of the same opinion. He writes: “The sales tax, it is evident, sins 
against every one of these principles" (ibid.). 

•• Seligman observes: “The conclusion to be drawn from this 
historical survey is that the general sales tax constitutes the last 
resort of countries which find themselves in such fiscal difficulties 
that they must subordinate aU other principles of taxation to that 
of adequacy" (ibid.). 
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probable that the medieval lesson, as Avell as the more recent 
experience of France, would be repeated, and the revenue 
would be woefully inadequate.”®^ How far the Mauryan tax 
was a success is not known. It was perhaps not a failure, 
because Megasthenes does not mention the existence of any 
troubles in its way. As for adequacy of 3deld, the penalty 
of death for any evasion in its payment must certainly have 
produced enough income. 

The objection of Le Roy Beaulieu that "the subsidized 
industries, where the commodity before reaching the final 
stage of readiness for sale passes throu^ several hands. 
Would have to endure a burden infinitely more heavy than 
similar industries where all the operations are concentrated 
in one plant,” does not apply with any great force to the 
Mauryan times, as there were few such large and concen- 
trated industries, so that the burden fell equally heavily 
on all. 

The third objection-administrative in character®* — ^is that 
as the tax applies to all persons who try and sell there is 
great chance of evasion. This, however, appears inapplicable 
to a society where, as already observed, fraud and evasion 
of tax are said to have been punished with nothing short 
of death. 

This, however, does not justify the tax. Nor is it immutable 
from Seligman’s very important criticism that, being a tax 
on necessaries consumed by the great mass of people, 
"instead of taxing the man with the higher income more, 
as we do, you tax the man with the higher income less — ^not 
indeed actually less, but relatively less in proportion to his 
wealth as measured by property or income.”®* 

Quoted in Studies in Public Finance, p. 132. 

** Seligman puts it thus: “But in the case of a general sales 
tax, we are dealing with the totality of the community, with every 
individual — ^man, woman, and child — who buys any commodity 
that is offered for sale . . . what possible devices can be utilized to 
guard against wholesale fraud and evasion, when it is to the interest 
of both buyer and|seller to avoid the tax" {op. dt., p. 135). 

«a /lA 
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TRADE TAXES 

Some minor taxes on trade were to be found in the Mauryan 
times. Persons could trade in an article only on the payment 
of a tax. “No one,” writes Megasthenes,®* "is allowed to deal 
in more than one kind of commodity unless he pays a 
double tax.” Megasthenes appears to suggest that an 
additional tax was imposed for trading in every additional 
conunodity. Further, traders had to pay every day one 
kdkatfi to the superintendent towards the charge of stamping 
the weights and measures.®® 

Kautilya also mentions®® “trade taxes” {dyatikshamam) 
which were paid by importers of foreign goods; but it is 
doubtful if these are identical with the impost mentioned 
by Megasthenes. 

TAXES ON HERDSMEN, HUNTERS, ETC. 

According to Arrian,®^ herdsmen were subjected to a tribute 
which was paid in cattle, while hunters and shepherds also 
paid taxes and rendered the state prescribed services. 
According to Kautilya,®* the superintendent of the slaughter- 
house was to take as tax a sixth of the beasts of prey and 
about a tenth of birds, deer, fish, and other animals cap- 
tmred, while a sixth of animals caught alive had to be let 

** Strabo, xv, i, 50. Could this be the same as the revenue from 
merchants {va^tk) referred to in Arth., Bk. II, di. 6? Supra, p. 29. 

** Artb., Bk. II, ch. 19, PrStividhanikam kabavihantahorahait 
pautavSdhyaksh&ya dadyuk- 

** Arfk., Bk. II, ch. 16, Ndvikasllrthavdhibhyaichaparihdramdyatik- 
shatuant dadySt. Cf. J.B.O.R.S., voL xii, part i, p. 65. The trade taxes 
of ancient South India were perhaps difierent from these. See 
Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan, pp. 343-4, 347. 

" Indika, ch. xi. Taxes on shepherds are mentioned in South 
Indian Inscriptions, vol. ii, nos. 98 and 99. See also Historical Sketches 
of Ancient Dekhan, pp. 343-4. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 26, PravfittahtthsanSntaparigrihitdnSiri 
shadbhdgam gyikutiySt. Matsyapdkshii^tji daiabhigatfi vttdhikaift 
mfigapaiOMdifi iulhasii vOdbihaifi. Pakshimfigdvditi jfvatsha^hdga^ 
mabhayavanishu pramuhchit. 
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ofi in state forest. The latter was certainly in the nature of 
a tax, although the animals were let off, because the state 
acquired these animals for its forests. 


WAR TAX {sSnabhakta)** 

This tax appears to have been collected when the army 
was marching or preparing for expeditions.’® It resembles 
the one mentioned by ^ukra,’^ that when the king is pre- 
paring to maintain an army to destroy the enemy he should 
receive from the people special grants of fines, duties, etc. 
The Mauryan tax was in the form of provisions for the 
army, e.g. oil, rice, salt, and the like, and was perhaps levied 
only in times of hostilities and not in times of peace.” 

HOUSE TAX 

As discussed in detail elsewhere,” a tax like the English 
Inhabited House Duty appears to have been paid by houses 
and other buildings. There may also have existed a tax on 
vacant building sites. Both these taxes were probably levied 
only in forts, i.e. towns and cities.” 


CONFISCATION OF UNEARNED INCREMENT 

The taxation and even confiscation of unearned increment 
in the value of land have been advocated by many econo- 
mists, including J. S. Min. Taxation of such increment has 
been termed by Plehn” increment value land tax. In 
Mauryan India the state seems to have put into operation 

•• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. 

” J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, p. 83. 

” $ukraniti, iv, 2, 19-20. 

Ganapati SSstii, op. cU., vol. i, p. 230. 

” Sv^a. pp. 37 ff. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6. Compare iukranUi, iv, 2, 256-7. 
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a similar idea. Lands and buildings appear to have been 
sold by public auction." When bidders enhanced the value, 
the increase over the usual price belonged to the State." 
Other articles also were sold by public auction at the octroi 
house near the gate of the city, and the enhanced amount of 
the price, together Avith any tax on the merchandise, was 
taken by the state." To quote Kautilya: “When under the 
fear of bidders (enhancing the price) the price of any 
merchandise is increased beyond its proper value, the king 
shall receive the enhanced amount or twice the amount of 
tax on it.”" 


FORCED BENEVOLENCES {utsohga)^ 

Under the name utsanga, taxes seem to have been collected 
on the occasion of the birth of a prince.“ Bhattaswami, the 
commentator of the Arthaidstra, observes that some inter- 
pret utsanga to mean presentations to the king, while others 
regard it as an excess paid by taxpayers over and above 
the fixed amount." The latter interpretation is probably 
correct, because presents to the king are mentioned separ- 
ately as aupaydnika along with utsanga.^ Utsanga therefore 
appears to have been a tax collected only occasionally. 

™ Arth.. Bk. Ill, ch. 9. 

” Ibid., SvargavSyorvd mulyavardhani muiyavf%ddh%tf sa iMd 
kdiant gachchhet. This disproves the view that in ancient India “the 
Idng never claimed the right to the unearned increment of the 
land" (Public Administration in Ancient India, p. 179). 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21, KrUfisaiigharshe mulyavriddhissa&ulhS 
kdiaifi gachchhSt. Strabo, xv, i, 50. 

Ibid., PratikrStfibhaySdvi panyamulyddupari mufyatfi vardha- 
yatd mulyavfiddhiifi rdjd haret, dvigunam vd iulkarti kurySt. 

** This is Bannerjea's translation (Public Administration in Ancient 
India, p. 177). 

“ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. 

« J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part iii, p. 84, Utsahgo putrajanmU- 

dishu paufajdfMpadadatUimitt kichit, $SldkSd%kam%tyapafe, 

** Arth., Bk. II, chs. 6 and 15. Infra, p. 130. Compare the king’s 
benevolences and the "acts of affection’* {fftaf^yakriyS) in Ep. Ind., 
viii, no. 6. 


H 
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GAMBLING 

Gambling was a peculiar source of Mauryan income, yielding 
revenue in various forms. As there was also a tax on gambling, 
all forms of revenue from the source will be considered here. 

The income was derived under the following heads:®* 

(1) A licence fee. 

(2) A tax on stakes paid by the winner. 

(3) Hire for supplying dice and other accessories of the play. 

(4) A fee chargeable for supplying water and accommodation. 

(5) Various kinds of fines. 

(6) A commission on the transactions of sale and mori^ge of 

things carried on by the superintendent. 

The state not only tolerated but even encouraged gambling, 
and maintained an establishment under a special superinten- 
dent {dyutadhyaksha).^ Gambling was centralized with a view 
to controlling it so as to find out foreign spies and thieves. 
K people gambled anywhere other than in the prescribed 
place a fine of twelve pa^as was imposed.®* Fines were also 
levied for tricks of hand and cheating at play.®’ The state 
appears to have maintained gambling houses where private 
persons played games. Fees were charged for suppl3dng 
water, accommodation, dice, and other accessories of play.®® 
Dice were supplied at the rate of one kdkaifi of hire per 
pair.®* There was also the licence fee for permission to 
gamble.*® Gambling appears to have been at dice play only, 
though it is not improbable that other games also were 
allowed. 

Compare N&rada, xvii, 8; Bfthaspatt, xxvi, i. 

** Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 20, and Bk. II, ch. 6. 

^ Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 20, DyutSdhyaksho dyutamekamukham 
kdrayU anyatra dlvyato dvddahapai/j ,6 dav 4 (^l^ gudhdfivijiidpandrthaifi, 
Cf. Bfihaspatt, xxvi, 2. 

w Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 20. 

^ Ibid., JiiadravySdadhyaksha^ paiichakam hatafjn, Sdadita Kdhwiy 
yaksh&fdliUdldlidvakrayamiidakabhumikarma^^ cha. 

•• Ibvd. 

»• Ibid. 
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There was a tax of 5 per cent on the stakes won, which 
was to be paid by the winner.” This tax may have been 
very fruitful to the state, and as the percentage taken was 
low, was certainly not intended as a prohibitive duty, so 
that it was to the interest of the state that the amount of 
stakes was high. 

Lastly, when the losing gamblers wanted to raise funds 
by sale or mortgage of their properties, the state undertook 
to see that the transaction was complete, and for its aid 
must have received a commission.®* 

This active aid of the state with regard to gambling was 
perhaps on accoimt of the income derived, as well as for 
political purposes, viz. to find out spies, spendthrifts, and 
thieves.®* It may also be that the state permitted its subjects 
some kind of enjoyment, even as racing and betting are 
encouraged by modem states, for the evils of gambling were 
known and recognized.®* “Lack of recognition of wealth 
properly acquired, acquisition of ill-gotten wealth, loss of 
wealth without enjoyment, sta3dng away from answering 
the calls of nature, and contracting diseases from not taking 
timely meals, are the evils of gambling.”®® "It is specially 
due to gambling that assemblies and royal confederacies 
possessing the characteristics of assemblies are split into 
factions and are consequently destroyed.”®* 

That gambling should be actively encouraged by the 
state is nothing peculiar to the Mauryan period. In modem 
civilized Europe are found gambling houses in Monte Carlo. 
In 1927 the Portuguese government issued a decree legalizing 

“ Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 20. It is interesting to note that the Bijapur 
inscription of Dhava}a of Hastikui^di {Ep. Ind., x, p. 19) mentions 
the grant of Pdlaha^ellaha ( ?) by the gambler. This may have 
been some tax like the one mentioned above. 

** Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 20, Dravy&rsdmidMnarfi mkrayath cha kvrySt. 

** Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 19, Gu^hajwajft&pandrthaifi. 

»« AHh., Bk. VIII, ch. 3. 

•* Arth. Trans., p. 384. 

** Ibid., p. 385. Compare Manu, ix, 222, where the king is directed 
to suppress gambling and betting, wMch are regarded as open theft. 
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gambling in Portugal. "The Casinos at Monte Castoril and 
at Funchal (Madeira)/’ reported the London Times in 
December 1927, “will be open permanently, and those at 
various water-places during the season. The term of the 
concession of gambling rights is for thirty years. The govern- 
ment is to receive 10 per cent of the initial capital, and the 
entire installation of each casino will revert to the govern- 
ment on the termination of the concession.” 

Apart from the ethical propriety of allowing and aiding 
gambling, both modem and the Mauryan states encouraged 
the vice probably because of the large revenue. 

"BAU”” 

The exact nature of this source of income is doubtful. 
ShSma Sastry** translates the word as “religious tax.” This 
interpretation finds support in F. W. Thomas’s observation** 
that “it is perhaps not superfluous to remark that hali 
properly denotes a religious cess.” 

But this explanation is not accepted by other commen- 
tators, nor does it find support in ancient Indian literature 
in general. Bhattaswami explains the term thus:^*® balih 
sha 4 bhagadanydyathddiiaprasiddhodaiavithiatibaif 4 hadhikal^, 
i.e. a local tax of one-tenth or one-twentieth other than the 
ordinary one-sixth. This explanation, in view of the use of 
the term sha^bhdga, which is usually associated with land 
revenue, may denote a tax connected with land. Jolly“^ 
appears to accept this interpretation, but adds:^®* “The 
law books mention taxes of one-tenth and one-twentieth on 
home and foreign goods, besides the king’s sixth of grain.” 
This indicates that, according to Jolly, bali has no necessary 
connection with land, but is in the nature of an octroi duty, 
toll, or customs duty, an interpretation which appears 

" Arth,, Bk. II, cbs. 6 amd 15. ** Arth. Trans., p. 109. 

»• J.R.A.S., 1909, p. 467. >•* J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, p. 83. 

Op. cit., ii, p. 26. Ibid. 
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to be foreign to Bhattaswami’s statement. In the Kama 
Jataka}^ bali is used in the sense of a tax which, in con- 
nection with the land survey mentioned, may connect the 
tax with land. 

In the Manusmritiy^ the term is used as being different 
from kara and iulka: Ydrakshanbalimadhatti karatn hidkam 
cha parthivaJf. Five commentators of Manu — ^Medhatithi,^®® 
Sarvajna Narayaija,^®* Raghavananda,^®' RSmachandra,^* 
and Kulluka^®* — explain bali as the sixth portion of grain, 
i.e. land revenue. Kulluka adds“® that it was the sixth part 
collected either monthly or in the month of Bhadrapada or 
Pushya. Nandana^^^ is the only commentator who regards 
bali as consisting of whatever the king enjoys in the shape 
of cattle, grain, etc. The interpretation of the five com- 
mentators appears to be the result of Manu's phrase in the 
next stanza,^* “balishadbhdga-hdnifain.” Nandana,“® how- 
ever, e^lains it thus, "aira balUahdah karavachanah" i.e. 
bali is synonymous with kara, meaning probably tax in 
general. 

Bali in the sense of tax in general is used in the Vidas. 
MacDonell and Keith observe:®®® “Bali occurs several times 
in the Rig Vida and often later in the sense of a tribute to 
the king or offering to a god.” Thus in the Rig Vida^^ 
are found phrases such as balihritah, which, according to 

“* No. 476 {Fausboll, iv, p. 169). 

*•* viii, 307. 

^*** Mattdalik, vol. ii, p. 1056, Baltic dhSnyUdlb shashfdbhSgab. 

Ibid., Balvm dhdnySdtbhSgam. 

Ibid., Balim dhSnyOdib shadbhdgatn. 

Ibid., Balim dh&nyddishadbhSgarft. 

Ibid., Baltm dhdnySdib shadbhSgam grdmavSstbhyab pralimSsatn 
vS bhSdrapaushaniyamBna grdhyam. 

«« Ibid. 

Ibid., Yadrdshtrdtpaiudhdnyddikam viiishfamSchchhddya rS‘ 
jfUUft bhujyate vastu tadbdhruchyate. 

Manu, viii, 308. 

Manusathhiid, vol. ii, p. 1057. 

«* VBdic Index, vol. ii, p. 62. 

®®* X, 173-6. 
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Siya^^jUMrya,^* means karasyapradSirth. Bali thus means 
taxes^’ or tribute.^® This general sense is also to be found 
in the A^kan edicts, for example in the passage^* 
“Luthmini-game ubalike kafe afha-lhagiye cha," i.e. “(He) 
made the village of Lummini free of taxes” {ubalika = San- 
skrit udbaUka) “and paying only an eighth share (of the 
produce).””® In some of the Jdtakas^ also hali appears to 
be the name of taxes in general. Kajidasa also makes a 
similar use of the term.”® 

Ga^pati ^astri’s explanation®” of hali as updharah 
bhikshd va does not appear to be supported by other inter- 
pretations. 

It is thus evident that hali as the name of a tax has a 
general and at least one particular meaning. In the Artha- 
kdstra it is used in the particular sense.®” Bali as a particular 
tax was levied on country parts only, and was different 
from land revenue, yield of royal domain, tolls, and octroi 
duties, kara, rajju and chorarajju, sendbhaUa, pdrtva, and 
pii^dakara. It was collected not by the village and district 
revenue ofi&cers {gopa and sthdnika), but directly by com- 
missioners appointed by the collector-general {pradSsh- 
fdrab).^^ This feature appears very significant and suggests 
that the tax, though perhaps unimportant in 3deld, was of 
special importance in some other respect. 

Max M&Uer’s Edition of the Veda, vol. iv, p. 498. Compare 
the use of the tenn in the Atiereya Brahma^, vu, 29. 

Griffith’s Translation, iv, p. 407. 

W^t/sow’s Translation, iv, p. 402. 

Cor. Jns. Ind., i, pp. 164-5. 

Ibid. Also see J.R.A.S., 1908, pp. 478 ft., 850 ff; 1909, p. 467. 

Gaggajdtaka (Fausholl, ii, p. 17) ; MahSssaraha jBtaka (Fausboll, 
ui> p. 9) : Gandatindu Jataka {Fausboll, v, p. 98). 

Raghuvarhia, i, 18. 

«» Op. cit. 

Bk. II, chs. 6 and 15. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35. 
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"KLMPTA" and "'PINpAKARA'* 

Another tax mentioned by Kautilya is the Uripta?^ It is 
explained in the Artha&dstra}^’^ as being levied on “villages 
on sea shores or on the banks of rivers and lakes/' This 
explanation, along with the fact that the impost is mentioned 
in the chapter entitled “Superintendent of Ships," indicates 
that the tax was probably levied on places which possessed 
the advantage of being ports and harbours and hence had 
more facilities for trade.^“ 

Another tax perhaps similar to Mripta was the piv4^- 
kara?^^ This tax may have been levied on villages,^®® and 
not on individuals, and collected annually in kind.^®^ 

Afth., Bk. II, chs. 6 and 28. 

Bk. II, ch. 28, TadvBldkula grdmSh klriptam dadyufi. Some 
Gupta inscriptions also (Gupta Inscriptions, no. 55, for example) 
mention klnpta along with another tax, upaklripta. It is doubtful 
if these also were levied only on villages near the sea, lakes, and rivers. 

Compare Bhattaswami's explanation, J.B.O.R.S., vol. xii, 
part 2, p. 1 56. 

Arth„ Bk. II, ch. 15. 

1®® Compare Ganapati Sastri's explanation (op. cit., vol. i, p. 230), 
Piti^^karafi tattadgrSmadeyatayd klriptah karasamuddyah. Jolly, 
op. cit., vol. ii, p. 26. 

1*1 Bhattaswami explains (J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, p. 83), 
Pil^akarah klfiptaii tadyathdmund grdme^ia etdvaddhdnyddikam 
prativarsham deyam. Compare the impost piitd^ka mentioned in 
Ep. Ind,, iv, no. 34, which Kielhom explains as means of subsistence 
or pa3rments in kind. 



CHAPTER VII 


REVENUE FROM GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKINGS 

Forests — Mines and manufactures — Mint — 

Mercantile marine — Crown lands 


FORESTS 

Forests have been from early times and in many countries 
an important source of income to the state — ^in ancient 
Greece^ and in modem Germany, and in our own country 
from time immemorial. In the Mauryan days, as in modem 
India, they were owned by the state, and were classified 
into productive and non-productive forests.® The latter kind 
appear to have consisted of game forests, some of which 
were exclusively for the king's use and others open to all,® 
and yielded little revenue to the state. 

Productive forests were under the supervision of a depart- 
ment with a large staff and a superintendent.* They yielded 
revenue in two forms — as elephant forests {hastivanam) and 
as those producing timber and other things.® The former, 
as the source of elephants, were important from the point 
of view of warfare more than as a source of revenue.® 

It was perhaps the other kind of forests that yielded the 

1 Boeckh, op. cit., p. 410. 

* Arth., Bk. II, chs. 2 and 17. In British India forests are classified 
into reserve, protected, and unclassified forests, all the three being 
state monopolies. 

• Ibid. Himting excursions are referred to in Rock Edict VIII \ 
Megasthenes, Bk. II; Frag., xxvii. 

« AHh., Bk. II, ch. 17. 

* Arth., Bk. II, chs. 2 and 17. For elephant preserves see also 
Pillar Edict V. Compare Vishpu, iii, 16, Akaraiulkataranagavanlshu 
dptan niyuHjUa. Jolly translates ndgavana as elephants and 
forests (Institutes of Vishi^u, S.B.E., vol. vii, p. 15). It seems better 
to take ndgavanam as equivalent to hastivanam meaning elephant 
forests. 

• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 2. 
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largest income. They were looked after by a forest depart- 
ment with a superintendent, who collected important pro- 
ducts such as timber, skins, bones, horns, metals, charcoal, 
firewood, and fodder.’ The details enumerated in the footnote 
give an idea of the income the forests yielded in the shape 
of various kinds of products. Factories were started both 
in the forests and outside to manufacture out of the forest 
products articles of ordinary consumption and for warfare.® 
Among such manufactured articles were colouring materials, 
oils from seeds, utensils of cane, bark, clay, metallic manu- 
factures, and other things.® In British India only a few years 
ago were erected improved factories for the better utilization 
of forest produce because of the demand created by the war. 

Productive forests were guarded by the Mauryan state 
very carefully, and damage to them except in calamities 
was severely punished.^® Thus the income from forests was 

^ Afth,, Bk. II, ch. 17. The chief heads of the products are: 

(a) Trees of strong timber, e.g. teak and palmyra. 

(b) Bamboo. 

(f) Creepers, e.g. cane and betel. 

(d) Fibrous plants, e.g. hemp. 

{e) Plants yieldmg rope-making material. 

If) Plants 3delding leaves, e.g. birch — a writing material. 

(g) Plants yielding flowers productive of colouring materials. 

(A) Medicine. 

(i) Poisons. 

(/) Skins of alligator, buffalo, Hon, etc. 

(A) Bones, sinew, horns, hoofs of animals. 

(!) Metals, e.g. iron, copper, lead, tin, bronze, brass, etc. 

(m) Utensils of cane, bark, and clay. 

(n) Menageries of beasts, cattle, and birds. 

(0) Charcoal and ashes. 

{p) Firewood and fodder. 

^ Afth,, Bk. II, chs. 2 and 17. 

• Compare Phny, Bk. XV, ch. 7, “The Indians are said to extract 
oils from the chestnut, sesamum, and rice.“ Also Pliny, Bk. XVIII, 
ch. 10 (22). Kautilya, in Afth., Bk. II, ch. i, speaks of “Extracting 
oil by employing shepherds and oil makers,** “manufacture of 
beverages,** and * 'manufacture of sugar from the juice of sugar-cane** 
by labour done in lieu of taxes due from the people. 

w Afth., Bk. II, ch. 17. 
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in the form of elephants, raw products, articles manufactured 
out of the products, and fines and compensations. 

MIMES AMD MAMUFACTUKES 

"Mines are the source of treasury”^ — such is Katuilya's 
opinion of the importance of mines and the revenue from 
them. The income was derived from two kinds of mines — 
ocean mines and land mines. The produce of the former 
consisted of conch shells, diamonds, precious stones, pearls, 
corals, and salt;“ and of the latter, minerals like gold, silver, 
and copper. 

Mining, like forests, appears to have been a state monopoly 
in the sense that all mines belonged to the state, and no 
private person could work them without a licence from the 
state, “ even as it is to-day, but not in the sense that all 
of them were worked by the state. The state worked those 
mines which did not require much outlay. Others which 
needed large investment or which yielded minercils used it 
the manufacture of vessels were leased out for a royalty.^* 
It was the duty of the state to keep old mines in good order 
and to open new ones.“ For this purpose a big department 
was maintained.^' 

The income from mines was derived, according to the 
Arthakastra}’’ under ten heads. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12, Akara prabhavah koia^ koidddat^l^ 
prajSyate. Cf. Vishi!,u, iii, 55, Akaribhyab sarvamadadyUt. This 
suggests that the mines were a state monopoly. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. The income from salt has been separatdy 
dealt with in detail under a separate head. So also the income from 
the mint and coinage. ” Ibtd. Ibid. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. i, Evatn dravyatndvtpavanarn setubandhama- 
tMUtarSn rakshSt purvakfttdnrajS navdmichSbhipravartayet. 

" Arth., Bk. II. ch. I2. Compare Vishnu (iii, 16), who remarks that 
the king should appoint officials for the working of his mines: 
Bh!bf 4 ^<ihSiriifaAcha vyayahriydbhdrikamdkaraAcha bhSgina prak- 
rayh^a vi dadydt. LOghavtkamSimantt kdraylt. 

Ibid. Some of these heads, such as coinage, fines, and tolls, should 
come under heads other than mining. Vide Bhattaswami'sinterpreta 
tionsofthesetenns(BA<#>sn<A»f,f.34;/.B.O.i{.5.,vol.xi,paTt3, p. 60). 
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(1) The value of the output (mw/a). 

(2) The king's share {bhdga). 

(3) The premium of 5 per cent {vySjf). 

(4) Pangha(}):^ 

(а) Testing charge of coins (?]. 

(б) Profits from the manufacture of goods from minerals ( ?) . 

(5) A special fine of twent^^-five paisas (atyaya),'^* 

(6) Tolls, octrois, etc. 

(7) Compensation for interfering with ro3ral monopoly (vat- 

dharaif^a), 

(8) Fines. 

(9) Profits of coinage {rupa), 

(10) A special premium of 8 per cent (rupika).^ 

The value of the output {mula) consisted of the 3deld of 
mines worked by the state, and included gold, silver, copper, 
oil, bitumen, lead, tin, and the like. When mines were leased 
out to private persons a royalty*^ {vibhdga) was paid in the 
form of a fixed share of the output.** Sometimes, instead 
of a fixed share a money rent was given.*® The state received 
also a premium {vydp), because its share of the minerals 
was received in the royal weights, which were 5 per cent 
heavier than the market standards.** There were also the 
fines, tolls {kulka), and compensations {vaidharatM) to be 
given to the state,*® because the state lost its revenue by 

“ Supra, p. 32. See Gaijapati Sastri, op, cit,, i, p. 137; Bhafta- 
swami's mterpretation, J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, p. 60. In view of 
the omission of the term pangha and the mention of p&rtkskika 
along with atyaya, ruptka, and vy&ji in Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 12, it is 
possible that pangha denotes tes'tog charge. 

This is Bhattaswami's explanation {J.B.O,R.S,, vol. xi, part 3, 
p. 60) and finds support in Kautilya's phrase, paflchav%in&at%- 
iatamatyayam (Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12). 

Infra, p. 125. 

A licence was necessary, and those who carried on mining 
without licence were bound with chains and caused to work as 
prisoners (Arth., Bk. II, ch. i). 

** According to Sukranux, iv, 2, 117-18, the royalty was as follows: 
half of gold, one-third of silver, one-fourth of copper, one-sixth of 
zinc and iron, one-half of gems, one-half of glass and lead, after the 
expenses met, i.e. of the net yield. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. Ibid., Paitchakam iatam vydjim. 

Ibid., Rdjapaifyachcheddinurupain cha vaidharai^aifx. 
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letting private people work the mines, which were the 
monopoly of the state. 

The state increased the income from mines by manu- 
facturing commodities from copper, lead, tin, mercury, 
brass, bronze, etc.* As Megasthenes writes: "It [the soil] 
has also imderground numerous veins of all sorts of metals, 
for it contains much gold and silver, and copper and iron 
in no small quantity, and even tin and other metals, which 
are employed in makit^ articles of use and ornament, as well 
as the implements and accoutrements of war.”* Thus the 
manufacture and sale of articles of mineral products was yet 
another source of income to the state. 

The revenue was also got from the manufacture of other 
articles. The state maintained a weaving department, where 
all kinds of cloth and even mail armour were produced.* 
It manufactured sugar, rice, flour, beverages, and a host of 
other articles, and sold them at a profit. The superintendent 
of commerce was expected to avoid such large profits** as 
harmed the people, but also a policy which resulted in loss 
to the state.*® 


MINT 

The revenue from this source may not have been much as 
compared with other sources of income, and the little that 
was got appears to have been from brassage and seniorage 
on coins minted. There were three kinds of coins — ^gold, 
silver, and copper.** There seems to have been free but not 
gratuitous coinage of gold and silver,** and a charge of 
about per cent was made for minting bullion into coin. 
For instance, in minting a gold or silver suvamia of sixteen 
mashas, one kdka^i or one-quarter masha weight of the metal 
more was taken towards losses in minting. In modem da3^ 

*• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. " Diodorus II, 36. 

•• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 23. •• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. 

*« Arth., Bk. VII, ch. i. 

** Arth., Bk. II, chs. 12 and 14. 


»* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 14. 
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in England, for instance, the small charge for coinage is 
taken by the mint in the form of adding a small amount 
of alloy to the sovereign, whereas the Mauryas made 
extra charge as brassage. 

The larger part of the income must have been received 
from minting token coins and in the form of seniorage. The 
silver coins appear to have been tokens made of eleven parts 
of silver, four of copper, and one of any one of the metals 
tikshija, trapu, stsa, and a^jana. Copper coins were made of 
four parts of an alloy and twelve parts of copper.** 

There were also other charges of various kinds.** The 
rupika, amounting to 8 per cent, may have been, as Shima 
Pastry suggests,*® collected as a sort of exchange compensa- 
tion on pa3ments made to the state as fines, purchase 
money, etc. According to this interpretation, the actual 
collections were 8 per cent more than the levy. There was 
also the vydji of 5 per cent, which was perhaps the extra 
metal taken from those who wanted bullion to be coined in 
the mint, the royal weights being 5 per cent heavier than 
the ordinary ones and the bullion being received in the royal 
standards. A charge of one-eighth paija per cent was collected 
as the testing charge of probably both the bullion and the 
coins received at the treasury from the public. 

MERCANTILE MARINE 

Although they have a sort of control over mercantile 
marine, modem governments do not generally own ships 
of this type and get revenue from this source. The Mauryan 

»» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. 

** Ilnd., Rupikamashtakani icUatfi, paUchakaifi iatam vydjim, 
pdrikshikamashtabhSuhaffi iatam. Padchamthiattpatutmatyamchthty- 
atra ka/rtfikritfimkrltfipankshttftbhyali. 

** Artk. Trans., p. 95; also see p. 64. Bhattasw£mi {J.B.O.R.S., 
vol. xi. pp. 57 and 60) and Ga^^ipati SSstri \op. ctt., i, pp. 206-7) 
do not explain ruptka beyond explaining that it wats an income d 
8 percent. Jolly (0^. cit., ii, p. 23) r^^aids rupika and vKdji as taxes. 
Vide re vydji: Kautilya’s explanation, p. 32 n 34 
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state was peculiar in this respect. Its ships were employed 
for canying passengers and commercial goods.®® The ships 
were imder the control of the admiral of the fleet or 
navddhyaksha.^ Megasthenes confirms what Kautilya says. 
In Strabo's words: “The admiral of the fleet lets out ships 
on hire both to those who imdertake voyages and to mer- 
chants."®® Passengers making use of the king's boats paid a 
fare {ydtrdvBtana),^^ Those who used the boats for fishing 
out conch shells and pearls paid a hire {nauhdtakam),^^ while 
fishermen hiring government boats paid a sixth of their haul 
as the hire.®^ It is not known what the rates of yatrdvUana 
and naukahafaka were. 

CROWN LANDS®® 

The cultivation of crown lands formed a peculiar function 
of the government. Not only did the state own private lands, 

»• ArtK Bk. II, ch. 28. Ihid, 

*• Strabo, xv, 46. McCrindle {Ancient India as described in 
Classical Literature, p. 53, footnote) interprets Strabo's statement 
as applying only to river traffic. But in view of the mention of 
ocean traffic in the Arthaidstra and in the Periplus of the Erythrean 
Sea, McCrindle's interpretation is questionable. 

•• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 28, Ydtrdvetanam rdjanaubhissampatantah. 

^ Ihtd., SaHkhamuktdgrdhitid nauhdtakdn dadyuh svanauhhirvd- 
tarByuh- Ga^iapati S&stri {op, cit., i, p. 307) gives it as naukdhhdlakam, 
while BhattaswSmi has nauvibhdgakam {J.B.O,R.S., vol. xii, part 2, 
p. 156). 

Ibid., Matsyabandhakd naukahdtakam shadbhdgam dadyufi. 
Shama Sastry {Arth. Trans., p. 132) interprets naukahdtakam as 
fishing licence, but Sohrabhji's interpretation {Notes, p. 61), accepted 
by Jolly {op. at., ii, p. 31) and followed in this book, appears 
better. Also Bhattaswami explains the word as rdjdnavamakrayaJjk 
{J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, p. 156). 

“ The word svabhumi appears to denote crown lands in Arth., 
Bk. II, ch. 24. But Kautilya uses it in various senses, of which three 
may be noted here. In the passage bahuhalaparikfishfdydm sva- 
bhumau ddsakarmakaradai^apratikartfibhih vdpaylt, etc. (Bk. II, 
ch. 24), it probably denotes, as Shama Sastry mterprets {Arth. 
Trans., p. 138), crown lands. This interpretation, however, is not 
supported by other scholars. Bhatt^wami {J.B.O.R.S., xii, part 2, 
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but it was itself directly cultivating land." It had a depart- 
ment of agriculture which, in addition to looking after 
agriculture in general, employed a band of trained assistants, 
labourers, slaves, and prisoners to cultivate crown lands" 
— wet crops (kBdara), winter crops ijuiimana), and summer 
crops, according to the supply of labourers and water." 
Rice, wheat, barley, mustard, sesamum, were among the 
products. The produce of crown lands was called sSa," as 
distinguished from bhaga, which was the portion of the 
produce payable to the state as regular land revenue by 
non-crown lands. 

The royal domain appears to have been so vast and the 
supply of labour so limited that lands were sometimes leased 
out to private cultivators. When fields were unsown for want 
of labour, half the share of the produce was given as an 
inducement to farmers." Such a cultivator probably had to 
employ his own capital." When capital was supplied by the 

p. 134), JoUy (op. c%t., ii, p. 27), and GajQiapati S^tri (op. cit., i, 
p. 283) explain svdbhumau as “in places suitably prepared for them.*' 
In this sense the term is used later in the same chapter in the passage 
beginning gaztdhcibhaishajyd . . . yathd svam bhumtshu . . . and in 
Bk. II, ch. 18 (svdbhumau cha sthdpayet). A third use of the term 
is in phrases such as svabhumijSndm r&j&pa^ydn& 9 ^, etc. (Bk. II, 
ch. 16), where svabhumi means own country. 

« Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24. 

Ibid. 

^ Ibid., Karmodakapramdif^ena keddrani haivmnam gfraiskmikam vd 
sasyam sthdpayet. 

^ Afth., Bk. II, ch. 15. Only produce from crown lands appears 
to have been collected by the superintendent of agriculture, while 
revenue from non-crown lands was collected by the collector- 
general. This is confirmed by the words bh&ga and sUd as heads of 
revenue from country parts (Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6). Here sitd means 
produce from crown lands and bhdga means portion of the produce 
pa3rable to Government as land revenue by other lands. If there 
were no crown lands there was no necessity for this distinction in 
the produce. Again, in Bk. II, ch. 24, it is used to denote crown lands. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24, Vdpdtiriktamardhasitikdb kuryub^ Compare 
the ardhasUikds mentioned in Ydjtiavalkya, i, 166. 

" Compare Bhattasw&mi's interpretation, J.B.O.R,S,, vol. xii, 
part 2, p. 137; Ga^pati Sfistri, op. cit., i, p. 286. 
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state and the cultivator supplied his labour, he appears to 
have received only one-fourth or one-fifth of the produce." 
Thus the state was very liberal to such fanners, for while 
the cultivators of ordinary lands*® obtained in the absence 
of a previous contract one-tenth of the crops grown, the 
cultivators of crown lands received a fourth or a fifth of the 
produce. In fact, the generosity of the state went so far 
that, according to Kautilya, they were allowed to pay only 
as much as they could without entailing hardship upon 
themselves. The state was thus receiving revenue both as 
ciiltivator and as landlord. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24, Svaviryopajivinova chaturthapaUchabha- 
gik&li yatheshtam anavasitam bh&gam dadyuranycUra krtchchhrBbhyali. 
Compare J.B, 0 ,R.S.t vol. xii, part 2, p. 137; Gai^pati SSstri, op, at,, 
i, p. 286. As regards the water rates mentioned in Arth,, Bk. II, 
ch. 14, see pp. 71 ff. 

^ Arth,, Bk. Ill, ch. 13, Karshakassasyanam . . . daiabh&gam 
asambhdshttavetand labhlta. 



CHAPTER Vlll 


MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 

Treasure trove — Presents and ro3ralties — Heirless 
property — Compensations — Interest — Herds — Fees — 

Fines 


TREASURE TROVE 

‘Treasure trove/' says Gautama,^ “is the property of the 
king; excepting (such as is found) by a Brahman who lives 
according to (the law).“ This was the policy of Kautilya® 
also. According to him, when sweepers while on didy found 
any precious thing, two-thirds of the find belonged to the 
state and one-third to the fiinder. If the find was of precious 
stones, the whole of it was surrendered to the king, and a 
violation of this rule was heavily punished.® When any 
person other than a sweeper on duty discovered mines, 
precious stones, or treasure troves, he had to inform the 
state authorities of it immediately.* He received a sixth part 
of the find if he was a private individual and only a twelfth 
if he was a state employee. But treasure troves valued 
beyond 100,000 (? patjuis) were wholly the property of the 
state.® 

^ GatUama, x, 43-4. Also see Ananda RamSyai^a, iii, 

264, Yadbhumyam variate vtUam tanfipasya na safhkaya}^\ Vaiisl^ha, 
iii, 13-14; Vishi^u, ill, 56 ft. Also see jSiahas, nos. 96 and 546. 

* It is interesting to note that while the law-givers like Va^ishtha 
and Vishnu differentiate between castes in the matter of reward 
for the di^verer of the treasure trove, Kautily^ distinguishes only 
a person on duty from one otherwise. 

» Arth,, Bk. IV, ch. i. 

* Ibid. Compare Gautama, x, 44, **Some declare the finder of a 
non-Brahminical caste even who renounces (his find to the king) 
shall obtain one-sixth." Also see Manu, viii, 33 ff; Vishnu, iii, 56 ff. 

* Arth., Bk. IV. ch. i. 


1 
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PRESENTS AND ROYALTIES 

There appear to have been various occasions on which th 
people gave presents to the king, and such presents wei 
called aupayanikarri} “When the king washes his hair, 
writes Strabo, “they celebrate a great festival, and sem 
him great presents, each person seeking to out-rival hi 
neighbour in displaying his wealth.”’ When a prince wa 
bom in the royal household the king perhaps receivec 
presents in addition to the tax levied on the occasion. 
There may have been many other such occasions.® 

Further, Megasthenes mentions a kind of royalty whicl 
partakes the nature of presents. People collecting golc 
from river beds paid a portion of the collection to th( 
state,“ but what portion is not known. 


HEIRLESS PROPERTY 

The state inherited unclaimed property except that 
which belonged to a woman or a man for whom no funeral 
rites had been performed, or to a miserly woman or to a 
krotriya?^ It succeeded to all wealth^ with no direct heir 
{aptttrakani) or even a distant heir {adayddikani) or lost and 
forgotten by the owner {jMshfa pra^itam) or belonging to 
a person who fled in public disturbances {^amdrc^atasvatfi).^* 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. Cf. Sukraniii, ii, 671-2. 

’ Strabo, xv, 69. 

* Compare Surucht Jataka, no. 489 (Fausboll, vol. iv, p. 203), 
"UbhayaraUavSsttid sSmt puttassa no khiramulan ti ekeam kahapaifam 
rSj&kgani khiptmsu." 

* Perhaps the custom mentioned in the Kumaspti^ jSiaka, 
no. 415, of the citizens making presents to the king on the occasion 
of the Parosal-f estival (chattamangdla dtvase) prevailed in the Mauryan 
times also. Compare Harshachanta, p. in. 

Strabo, xv, i, 57. 

Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 5, Ad&ySdakaffi rSjS harSt strivtrittipritaka- 
daryavarjamanyatra irotrtyadravydt. 

» Ibtd. u Arth., Bk. 11, chs. 6 and 15. 

1 have followed JoUy, op. cit., ii, p. 18. Supra, p. 94. 
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Like^e, the state inherited the property of a prostitute 
who died or went abroad without leaving any heir, who 
could only be her daughter, sister, or another prostitute 
nominated by the deceased’s mother.” 


COMPENSATIONS 

When damage was done by cattle to crops that grew on 
uncultivated lands, compensation in the form of grain had 
to be paid to the state.” This suggests that crops growing 
on imcultivated lands belonged to the state,” and as the 
state property was injured compensation had to be 
paid. 

Pedlars who sold the king’s merchandise in many markets 
at a fixed price had to pay compensation {vatdharattMtn) in 
proportion to the loss entailed upon the king’s trade,” 
probably on the ground that pedlars by selling the goods 
got the profits for themselves which the state woidd have 
got if it had sold the goods itself. So compensation was to 
be paid. Likewise compensation was to be paid by those 
who worked, on private account, mines which were owned 
by the state.” 


INTEREST 

The Mauryan state appears to have been a kind of banker 
dealing in grains. While describing the duties of the super- 
intendent of the storehouse,*® Kautilya refers to the collection 
of interest on grain debts and the loan of grain {ipamityaka), 
suggesting that the state was perhaps lending out grain to 
people on interest, probably with the intention of helping 

« Arth., Bk. II. ch. 27. 

” Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. Bhattasw&mi gives two interpretatioiis 
{J.B.O.R.S., vol. xi, part 3, p. 84), Kechit pSrihipikaift apakfish- 
tUpachyasasyaUcha tushSdyairvinaHtasasyam daif 4 Sdhigamyamitya- 
pari. 

« Arth., Bk. II. ch. 15. « Arth., Bk. II. ch. 16. 

« Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. •« AHh., Bk. II, ch. 15. 
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its subjects with seeds or subsistence, but incidentally making 
profit by the transaction just as modem grain banks. 


HERDS (vraja) 

The revenue from this source was probably different from 
the tributes paid by the herdsmen which are referred to by 
Arrian.®^ It was derived by the supervision of the govern- 
ment over private herds. In localities where cattle-lifting 
was feared, private herds of cattle were left in the care of 
the state officials, and in return for this service the state 
received lo per cent of the dairy produce.®* The gain to the 
state from this somrce was in addition to that got from its 
own herds and dairy farms. 

FEES®* 

There was a passport fee of one mdsha, like the visa fee of 
to-day.®* A native without a passport was fined ten paftds 
if he went out of or entered the country.** The superinten- 
dent of pasture lands checked the passports. 

FINES 

There was a host of fines (as many as nearly 350 are men- 
tioned by Kautilya),®* which must have 3delded a consider- 
able revenue. When the amount of the fine was less than 
100 pa^ds, 8 per cent more was collected as rUpa, and when 
the amount exceeded 100 pa^ds 5 per cent was added to 
it as vydji. These additions were perhaps justified on the 

Indika, ch. xi. This was in the nature of a tax. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 29, ParachakrdfavibhaySdanupravishtdndm 
paiunSm pdlanadhannet^a daiabhdgam dadyunti bhdgdnupravish- 
pakam. 

See also under excise revenue. 

Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 34, MudrUdhyakshafi mudrdm mdshahifi^a 
dadvSi. I* Ibid, 
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ground that the original sum was unreasonably low.” Only 
one example may be given of the heaviness of fines. For 
evading payment of tolls and smuggling goods the fines 
levied amounted to eight times the toll, and often involved 
forfeiture of the goods.*® 

” Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 17: 

Da'^karmasu sarvishu rUpamaskfapatiatn haiavi 
SatStparS tu vydjim cha vidyStpaUcha paifatn iatatn. 
PrajSnSrn ddskabSkufySt rajUSm v3 bhSva doihatah 
RupttvySjySvadharmishfhe dhannySnupre^tttssmfttS. 

“ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 21. 
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I. Surplus: Were there public loans? II. Fresh taxation, 
etc,: Demands on cultivators — On merchants — ^And on 
herdsmen — ^Voluntary contributions — Miscellaneous 

I. SURPLUS 

If to-day the balanced budget is regarded as the best, in 
ancient days the state generally accumulated large sur- 
pluses. According to ^ukra,^ the treasury should contain 
money enough for public expenditure for twenty years. 
Kautilya® also thinks that the state should lay by for a 
rainy day. ''Justly obtained by inheritance or by self- 
acquisition, rich in gold and silver, filled with an abundance 
of big gems of various colours and of gold coins, and 
capable to withstand calamities of long duration, is the 
best treasury." The king is directed to fix in accordance 
with the needs of the coimtry under one-fourth of the total 
revenue of the state as the charges for maintaining his 
servants.® The civil list given by Kautilya after this state- 
ment clearly indicates that the servants included most of 
the employees of the state, including the military. A similar 
principle is laid down in the Sukramti,^ viz. that of the public 

^ Sukraniti, iv, 2, 25-7: 

Sarakshaii^am bhavetsamydk y&vadvUati vatsaram, 

Toths, kdiatsu sandhSryalt svaprajS raksho^S kshamalfi. 

Sukra further observes 42-4) that the reserve sufficient for 

twelve years is nlcha (low), that which lasts sixteen is madhyama 
(middling), and that wMch lasts for thirty years is uttama (good). 

* Arth., Bk. VI, ch. i, DharmSdhxgataJ} purvath . . . anSyStim 
saheteti koiasampatit. Cf. KSmandaka, iv, 60-1. 

* Arth., Bk. V, ch. 3, Durgajanapadaiaktya hhfityakarma samu- 
dSyapsdlna sthSpayet, 

« Sukra*s scheme of expenditure is as follows: Gramapas, one- 
twelfth; Army, three-twelfths; Charities, one twenty-fourth; Public 
Works, one twenty-fourth; Salaries, one twenty-fourth; Personal, 
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revenue one-half is to be spent on the army, public works, 
salaries, charities, and royal household, thus having annually 
a surplus of half the income. 

The Tamil author, M^ulantr, refers to the vast wealth 
accumulated by the Nahdas, the immediate predecessors of 
the Mauryas, which they (the NaAdas) had hidden in the 
waters of the Ganges and in the earth.^ In his Ancient 
Geography of Indicfi Cunningham observes: “At the time of 
ASdka’s accession the wealth of Taxila is said to have 
amounted to 36 katis, or 360 millions of some unnamed 
coin, which, even if it was the silver tangka or sixpence, 
would have amounted to nine crores of rupees or £9,000,000. 
It is probable, however, that the coin intended by the Indian 
writer was a gold one, in which case the wealth of this city 
would have amounted to 90 or 100 millions of pounds. I 
quote this statement as a proof of the reputed wealth of 
Taxila within fifty years of Alexander’s death.” In view of 
what Kaufilya says of the best treasury the coin may have 
been a gold one. 

What exactly was the amount of the surplus in the 
Mauryan treasury is not known. The surplus was probably 
kept in the form of precious stones, coins, bullion, and 
materials.'^ The purpose of having such accumulations was 
to build up a treasury “capable of withstanding calamities 
of long duration.”^ No doubt additional revenue was raised 

* Some Contributions of South India to Indian Culture, p. 23. 

* P. 106. Watters, in his y«aw Chwang, voL i, p. 247, writes that 
the words in the Sanskrit original refer to the inhabitants and not 
to coins. “This interpretation," he adds, "is supported by two out 
of the three Chinese translations, the third translation being 
apparently from a different text." 

In the footnote, however, Watters remarks: "In A-yu-wang-Chean, 
ch. I, and in Tsa-a-hau-chin, ch. i, it is a question of money. The 
particular form of expression used seems to be suscq>tible of both 
interpretations." The latter interpretation is followed here. 

* Arth., Bk. VI, ch. i. Compare the GimSr inscription of Rudra 
dfiman {Ep. Ind., viii, no. 6) where it is said the king’s treasury 
"overflows with an accumulation of gold, silver, diantonds, beryl 
stones, and (other) precious tilings." 

8 AsftJe "Rlr VT /'ll T PyimnarA "MohU. vii. 213. 
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from the people in great financial difficulties,* but the 
surplus was probably used first to meet the calamity. 

In the next section the means of raising revenue in 
financial crises by taxation and such other methods have 
been described. Here, however, the question of public 
borrowing may be considered. In ancient India as a whole 
some kind of public borrowing appears to have existed. In 
the Santiparva^^ the king says: “To meet this calamity and 
dreadful danger, I seek your wealth for concerting measures 
for yotir protection. When the danger passes away I will 
repay you what I now take. Our foes, however, will not 
return what they (if supposed) will take from you by force.” 
^ukra likewise writes^ that the “king should receive the 
wealth of the rich men in times of danger by suppl3dng 
them wherewith to live, and that when he is free from 
danger he should return the amount, together with interest.” 
'While dealing with public revenue ^ukra mentions loans 
{atfUamarnika) as one of the forms of wealth,^* and 
says that the sutnanira was to keep accounts of public 
debts.“ 

In the light of the foregoing it is likely that there was 
in the Mauryan period also some sort of public borrowing. 
KautUya says:“ “When he (the king), however, thinks that 
‘by taking a repayable income, or loan {pratyadtya), I shall 
cause my enemy’s treasury, army, and other defensive 
resources to dwindle, I shall exploit to impoverishment the 

• Infra, p. 139. Ixxxvii, 29-30. 

“ Sukraniti, iv, 2, 21-2. “ Sukraniti, iv, 2, 326. 

” ^ukraniti, iv, 2, 102. It may be mentioned that a record of 
IUljar9.ja Chd]a II {Madras Inscriptions, p. 152) refers "to a loan 
borrowed by the (local) assembly from the temple treasury on 
account of ‘bad time' (famine) and scarcity of grain." 

Arth., Bk. IX, ch. 4. Sb£ma SSstry {Arth. Trans., p. 406) 
translates pratyOdtya as repayable profit; rq>ayable income, i.e. loan, 
appears better; the words ildtya and pratySdiya in this chapter 
appear to denote ordinary income and loans. These meanings have 
been adopted here in preference to those suggested by Sh&ma S&stry. 
Vide Mftdhava Yajva's commentary. Jolly, op. cii., ii, p. 135. 
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mines, timber and elephant forests, irrigational works and 
roads of traffic of my enemy’ . . . then he may take a 
pratyadtya (i.e. repayable income or loan).” Kautilya ex- 
plains^ ddSya as that which is easily acquired and secured 
without the necessity of its being returned to others, while 
pratyadtya signifies that which is to be returned to others 
and which is difficult to get; and pratyadtya is not recom- 
mended, being destructive in effect. In other words, loans 
even by states were not advocated, perhaps because of inter- 
state complications, as in the case of modem central 
American states and the commercial nations like the British 
Isles and U.S.A. 

Another circumstance supports the suggestion that the 
public loans were probably not unknown. One of the causes 
of financial trouble, according to the Arthaidstra,^ arose out 
of one state leaving revenue in the custody of its neighboiur 
or of a wild tribe.” This could not merely be a deposit for 
safety. The state, as described by Cha^akya, was too shrewd 
a banker to lose the interest on its money. To its own 
subjects it was lending grain and other goods on interest.” 
Lending by the state at interest is advocated in the Maha- 
bharata?-* Yudhisthira is addressed thus: "Grantest thou 
with kindness loans unto the tillers taking only a fourth of 
the excess.” ^ukra remarks” that the king diould invest 
the whole, or at least half, of the wealth of a conquered 
kingdom at interest until it is doubled. It appears therefore 
improbable that the state did not lend to its neighbours but 
only kept it as a deposit. 

” Arth., Bk. IX, ch. 4, SuprSpySnupSfyab parishSmapratySdiya 
iti adgyab; viparyayi pratySdiyab, tamSdadilnastatrasthd vi vinSiattt 
prttpnoti. 

“ Arth., Bk. VIII. ch. 4. 

n Compare Sukraniti, iv, 2, 45, whidi says that the king should 
deposit (surplus) revenue with ridh persons so as to get it in times 
of danger. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15, DhSmyamulyatri kdianirhOrab praydga- 
pratySdStuufi cha hrayimaift. 

SabhSparva, v. **> &ukranUi, iv, 7, 403 



138 MAURYAN PUBLIC FINANCE 

Still another piece of evidence may be considered. In 
times of a great famine the state, among other measures, 
started public works, distributed food, and “sought the help 
of its friends.”®- This help of the neighbours possibly 
indicates loans raised in foreign states. It may, however, be 
noted that in extreme cases the king with his subjects 
emigrated to the neighbouring kingdom and became its 
guests.** A good coimtry is described by Kautilya** as one 
productive of subsistence not only to its own people but 
also to outsiders on occasions of calamities. It is, however, 
doubtful if this can be taken as a loan. Perhaps the state 
which was the guest of another gladly maintained its host 
under similar circumstances. But it is likely that the passage 
mUrdi^icha vyapa&rayUa denotes loans. The state first helped 
its subjects with its own accumulated fimds; if this was 
not enough to meet the situation it borrowed from other 
states, and even if this could not stem the calamity the 
people migrated to the neighbouring state. 

The whole of the foregoing discussion indicates the 
existence of public debts. A careful examination of the 
passages quoted above suggests two kinds of loans — ^intemal, 
i.e. floated within the state, and external, i.e. floated outside 
the state. Borrowing appears to have been resorted to for 
productive purposes, such as the exploitation of mines, 
timber and elephant forests, and the construction of irriga- 
tion works and commercial roads,** and for unproductive 
purposes like purchasing the alliance of a neighbouring 
state, fomenting rebellion among the enemy’s subjects, for 
the maintenance of the army,** famine relief,** and for 
financing wars. 

Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 3, Mitrii^icha vyapairayita. 

** Ibid., Ntshpannasasyavishayam vd sajanapadd yttydt. 

** Arth., Bk. VI, ch. r, Sthdnavdndtmadhdraifalt paradhdranfa- 
ichspadt svdrakshassvttjlva^, etc. 

** Arth., Bk. IX, ch.4. Paaaa,gebefpiadag“pratyadlyamadttya . . .” 

» Ibid. 

*• Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 3. 
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II. FRESH TAXATION, ETC.” 

All states some time or other get into great pecuniary 
difficulties, which may be occasioned by war, famine, trade 
depression, and such other unforeseen calamities. The Great 
War of 1914 dragged into financial chaos most European 
states, and even prosperous coimtries like England felt the 
greatest financial shock. Under such circumstances modem 
states adopt two means — one increasing taxation and simi- 
larly exploiting other sources of revenue, and the other, and 
more important one, resorting to public borrowing. The 
Mauryas also seem to have employed both these means. 
The question of public debts has been discussed before. 
Here will be considered the method of raising revenue by 
taxation and other means — ^fair and foul, for, as will be 
presently seen, some of the measures adopted for getting 
revenue were at least morally unjustifiable and even 
degrading.” 

The ways of raising revenue described by Kautilya may 
be considered imder five heads: 

1. Demands on cultivators. 

2. Demands on merchants. 

3. Demands on herdsmen. 

4. Voluntary contributions. 

5. Miscellaneous. 

DEMANDS ON CULTIVATORS 

(i) Where agriculture depended on rain and people were 
rich in grain, the state took one-third or one-fourth of their 

” Arth., Bk. V, ch. 2. In this whole chapter Kautilya systematically 
and analytically enumerates the various ways of raising income 
in crises. 

In Bk. VIII, ch. 4, Kautilya gives a list of financial troubles. 
"Financial trouble due to two kinds of obstruction and to the molesta- 
tions described above are stagnation of financial position, loss of 
wealth due to the allowance of remission of taxes in favour of 
leaders, scattered revenue, false account of revenue collected, and 
revenue left in the custody of a neighbouring king or of a wild tribe." 
Thus the group of finanrial troubles. 

** Contrast YijtUmaikya, i, 13, 340. 
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grain according to their capacity. Some persons, however, 
were exempted from this demand. They were: 

(a) People living in tracts and cultivating soil of middle quality.*' 

(b) Persons who bad been of great help in the construction of 

forts, gardens, buildings, irrigation works, roads, coloniza- 
tion of waste land, exploitation of mines, and formation 
of forests. 

(c) People living near the borders of the state. 

(d) People without enough subsistence. 

(ii) The state might demand of cultivators one-fourth of 
their grain, and one-sixth of forest produce and of such 
commodities as cotton, wax, fabrics, barks of trees, hemp, 
wool, sandal, silk, medicines, flowers, fruits, vegetables, fire- 
wood, bamboos, and flest. This demand appears to have 
been a general demand payable by aU cultivators, including 
those mentioned in (i). As stated already, all land paid a 
land revenue of one-sixth of the produce. This demand of 
one-fourth does not appear to be in addition to the usual 
one-sixth but including it. This has Manu's sanction.^” 

(iii) But some of the cultivators who farmed with the 
aid of rain-vrater had to pay more than the others. Those 
who were poor were exempted from this special contribu- 
tion, because they had not enough to live upon. Besides, 
persons who had done some service to the state were also 
exempted. So also were people living near the boimdaries 
of the state, because they occupied a strategic position and 
lest excess of taxation should drive them to the enemy's 
camp. Thus it appears that only those who had rich 
granaries had to pay one-third or one-fourth of the grain. 
It seems strange that this excess was demanded from 
persons, however rich, who depended upon unsteady rain; 
but the explanation may be that others who cultivated by 
irrigation already paid the regular heavy water rates, while 
those depending upon rain paid only the occasional excess 
demanded in great dMculties. 

■* Soil was divided into three grades — ^best, middle, low, according 
to quality. Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35. 

** Manu, X, 118. 
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(iv) Further, the state purchased for gold one-fourth of 
the produce remaining in the land, deducting the grain 
required for seeds and subsistence of the people. It might 
buy up the property of the forest tribes and of Brahmans 
learned in the Vedas, provided the price was a favourable one. 

It is not clear why the state should buy only one-fourth 
of the remaining produce after making allowance for seeds 
and subsistence. Perhaps this was in order to allow the 
people to dispose of the remainder as they liked in trade 
and commerce. If all the produce was bought up, trade 
would be stifled and needy people starved. 

(v) (a) When the revenue thus collected was inadequate, 
the coUector-general induced the cultivators to raise sununer 
crops, threatening that if they disobeyed the state itself 
would get their land cultivated even in regular seasons. This 
was nothing short of a threat of confiscation of lands. Similar 
inducements to raise additional crops were employed by 
belligerent coimtries, such as England, Germany, and 
France, in the World War. 

(i) The state took away half of all ivory and skins 
of animals.^ Trading without licence was punished, and 
probably a licence involved fees. 

DEMANDS ON MERCHANTS 

These demands can very well be put in a tabular form 
(see p. 142). 

The property of the goldsmiths was confiscated because 
they were considered fraudulent traders who pretended to 
be honest. The tax on dramatists and prostitutes really 
meant the raising of the income tax from 6f per cent to 
50 per cent. Most of the other items can be classified imder 
trade or occupation taxes. 

Thus in hard times, when the king’s treasury was in- 

Kautilya classifies this under "Demands on cultivators." 
It appears to be better to have it under "Demands on merchants" 
as trade, ivory, and skins could come under this head. 
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adequate to meet the emergency, excessive taxation of the 
people, particularly the rich, was resorted to. This is also 
evident from Kautilya's statement that in times of famine 
the state adopted the policy of thinning the rich by exacting 

DEMANDS ON MERCHANTS 


No. 

Itemt 

Amount of 
Contribution 

I 

Persons dealing in precious stones, metals. 



corals, pearls, elephants, and horses . . 

500 paisas 

2 

Persons dealing in clothes, cotton threads. 



brass, bronze, copper, liquor, sandal, 
and medicines 

400 paisas 

3 

Dealers in grains, liquids, iron (loha),^^ 



and carts . . 

300 pa^as 

4 

Traders in glass, and artisans of fine 



workmanship 

200 paisas 

5 

Artisans of inferior workmanship. Those 



who keep prostitutes 

100 panas 

6 

Traders in firewood, bamboos, stone pots. 



vegetables, etc 

50 paisas 

7 

Dramatists and prostitutes 

Half their wages 

8 

Goldsmiths 

Entire property 


excessive revenue or causing them to vomit their accumu- 
lated wealth.** 

DEMANDS ON HERDSMEN 

1. Poultry and pig farmers bad to surrender half of their stock 

of animals. 

2. Those who reared inferior animals had to give away one-sixth 

of their stock. 

3. Those who kept cows, buffaloes, mules, asses, and camels, 

surrendered 10 per cent of their animals. 

** Loha means metals and also iron in particular. As some other 
metals are mentioned above (e.g. brass, bronze, copper) it appears 
better to take loha to indicate here iron. Sh&ma sistiy, however, 
translates the word as **metals" {Arth. Trans,, p. 293). 

^ Arth,, Bk. IV, ch. 3, Kar^anam vamancm vH ku/iyUl. 
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According to Kaufilya,** the foregoing demands had to 
be made only once and not more often, but it is doubtful 
how far this was practised. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

When the foregoing demands were either not resorted to 
or proved inadequate, the collector-general collected revenue 
by raising, under the false pretences of carrying on business, 
subscriptions from the people. “Those who of their own 
accord or with the intention of doing good," observes 
Kautilya,*® “offer their wealth to the king shall be honoured 
with a rank in the court, an umbrella or a turban, or some 
ornaments in return for their gold.” Further, when crops 
were ripe, the state begged a portion of vegetable and ripe 
produce, except what is gleaned in the form of vegetables 
and grains and except grains scattered in harvest fields 
to be used as offerings to gods and ancestors, to feed 
cows, or for the subsistence of mendicants and village 
employees. 

KautUya enumerates a long list of miscellaneous ways of 
raising revenue. Without going into the details may be 
noticed only the broad outlines of the methods: 

Cheating people with the aid of spies; canying away the 
property of heretics, temples, and dead men, of religious 
institutions imder the pretence of guarding the property;®* 
exploiting the superstition, credulity, and fear of the people;®’ 

»* Arth., Bk. V, ch. 2. 

M We may compare the gift of war bonds and other things made 
to the Government in England to help the nation. In ancient Athens 
also voluntary contributions from citizens formed one of the means 
of striding over pecuniary embarrassments. 

** For example, "The sup«intendent of religious institutions may 
collect in one place the various kinds of property of the Gods of 
forfeited cities and country parts and carry away the property" 
(ArtA.. Bk. V, ch. 2). 

For example, "Or having on some night set up a god or an 
altar or having opened a sacred place of ascetics, or having pointed 
out an evil omen the king may collect subsistence under the pretence 
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cheating merchants as partners or as debtors;*® confiscating 
the property of people with the help of prostitutes;®* and 
various other false pretences. 

In the collection of this revenue, persons who maintained 
courtesans were required to assist young and beautiful 
women in the service of the king.*® 

Some of the methods described above are mentioned by 
Sukra also.*^ He says that in normal times the king should 
not increase his treasure by augmenting the punishment, 
land revenues, and duties, and by taking dues from holy 
places and properties consecrated to divine purposes, imply- 
ing that in financial difi&culties these could be resorted to. 
A rather peculiar and important feature common to Kautilya, 
^ukra, and the Greeks*® is getting revenue out of sacred 
property. Kautilya recommends the robbing of temples and 
religious institutions under the pretext of guarding their 
wealth.*® Sukra suggests the taxing of holy places and 

of holding processions and congregation (to avert calamities)** 
[AHh., Bk. V, ch. 2). 

One of Kautil3^*s methods in this group was the levy of a tax on 
people who came to see the appearance of a spirit: this kind of tax 
was not unknown in ancient India. In the third Sanjan plate of 
Am5ghavarsha I of the ninth century a.d (£/>. xviii, no. 26) 
is found the grant of a village with the (right of) toU *'upon the 
appearance of a spirit** (sabhut&pdiapraiy&yajj), Kautilya*s in- 
genuity, however, consisted perhaps in that the state falsely created 
the opportunity for the sake of revenue. 

** For example, “Or one of the kmg*s spies, in the garb of a mer- 
chant, may become a partner of a rich merchant and carry on trade 
in concert with him. As soon as a considerable amount of money 
has been gathered as sale proceeds, deposits, and loans, he may 
cause himself to be robbed of this amount*' {Arth,, Bk. V, ch. 2). 

** For example, “Prostitute spies, under the garb of chaste women, 
may cause themselves to be enamoured of persons who are seditious. 
No sooner are the seditious persons seen within the abode of the 
female spies than they shall be seized and their property confiscated 
to government** (ibid,), 

^ Ibid,, Bandhakvpdshakd rdjaprishyObhift paramarupayauvand- 
bhifi koiafjt samharlyu}^, 

^ SukranUi^ iv, 2. 

" Boeckh, Bk. II, ch. xx. « Arth,, Bk. V, ch. 2. 
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the takiag of sacred property. In Greece, borrowing 
from, and even confiscation of, sacred property was 
resorted to.** 

The foregoing instances of the methods give an adequate 
idea of the various means employed by the Mauryan 
financiers to tide over pecuniary embarrassments. Many are 
to be foimd even in modem days. Viewing these methods 
financially, one can S3mipathize with Kaufilya, who in 
practice adopted ^ukra’s maxim** that the king should 
collect funds by hook or by crook and maintain thereby 
the commonwealth, the army, and the sacrifices. But some 
of the means employed, e.g. by cheating the people, cannot 
be appreciated. It is tme that these methods were directed 
to be employed only against the vidcked and the seditious, 
but it is doubtful how far the others were safe from these 
snares. There appears to be no parallel to these super- 
Macchiavellian ways of extracting money.** Were these 
practised — ^nay, even proposed — ^in modem states, they are 
certain to be condemned as tyrannical and unbecoming a 
state worth the name. They are in striking contrast to the 
method proposed in the Santiparva” where the king requests 
the people to give him their wealth for concocting measures 

** Boeckh, Bk. II, ch. xx, p. 770, "But although the Greeks in 
general, even at the period of their entire decline, cherished reverential 
feelings towards the gods, yet the confiscation of sacred property is 
a Greek conc^tion." 

** iSukranW, iv, 2, 2. 

M Compare what Boeckh writes (op. cit., p. 771) of Athens: "There 
was an appearance of justice in the measure of tiie tyrant, Hippias, 
when in order to obtain money he caused those portions which in 
the upper stories or by juts or by balconies projected over into the 
street, steps, stairs, and balustrades, extending into the same, and 
doors opening outward, to be sold, because the street was public 
property and ought not to be obstructed in that manner. The pro- 
prietors bought them and he obtained by the measure a considerable 
sum of money. At a later date, upon ^e advice of Ipticrates, the 
same measure for a similar purpose and with the like result was 
adopted by an assembly of the people." 

” Ixxxvii, 29 ff . 

K 
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for their protection and promises to return them after th« 
danger. But Kautilya was probably too practical to care 
for ethics in times of danger. And economically these 
methods have a great mmediate advantage. 



CHAPTER X 


EXEMPTIONS FROM TAXATION AND GRANTS OF 

REVENUE 

It is the recognized right of the state to compel all its 
subjects to contribute to the common expenses, but there 
have been always and in every country certain persons and 
institutions exempted from one or more of the payments 
to be made to the exchequer, “Exemptions,” says Seligman,^ 
"were accorded from public rather than private reasons. 
Even to-day — ^not to speak of growing crops and working 
men’s tools — ^ministers’ houses, cemeteries, educational and 
religious institutions are exempt from taxation. The public 
at large is willing to bear the higher rate of taxation because 
the exempted classes and institutions are really performing 
a function which the government would otherwise be called 
upon to assume.” 

This was also the case in ancient India in general and the 
Mauryan days in particular. In theory, as in modem India, 
every bit of land, especially cultivated land, was liable to 
pay land revenue and other kindred taxes, but some lands 
were exempted from paying them. Just as to-day there are 
jaghirs and other grants of land which are revenue-free, so 
also there were such lands granted to the Mamyan courtiers, 
to the universities, and Brahmans. Kautilya observes* that 
superintendents, accountants, gdpas, sthdnikas, veterinary 
surgeons, and messengers should be endowed with lands, 
which they should have no right to alienate by sale or 
mortgage. The Superintendent of Accounts had to make 
note of such grants to the king’s courtiers, and remission 
of taxes was allowed to them often in addition to grant of 
salaries and provisions.* 

* Stt 4 dies in Public Finance, pp. 139-40. 

* Artk,, Bk. II, ch. i. * Arth., Bk. II, chs. 7 and i. 
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Lands known as brahmadtya lands, and exempt from all 
taxes and fines, were granted to those who performed 
sacrifices, spiritual guides, priests, and those learned in the 
Vedas* 

Such grants were common in ancient India. Apastambha 
observes^ that a king who, without inconveniencing his 
servants, gives land and money to Brahmans according to 
their deserts gains endless worlds.* 

Many inscriptions’ in the post-Mauryan period deal with 
such grants free from the payment not only of land revenue 
but of all sorts of dues to the state. 

The grant of a land seems to have implied the transfer 
not of its absolute ownership but only of the income from 
it. Even in the case of crown lands the donee did not get 
the ultimate ownership of the land, but only the right to 
all kinds of revenue from it. An inscription of Maharaja 
Jayanta e3q)resses this idea as follows: “You yourselves 
(the villagers) shall render to these persons (the grantees) 
the offering of the tribute of the customary duties {itdka), 
royalties (? bhdgabhdga), Kara (taxes), gold, etc. {hiraiatyadi), 
and shall be obedient to (their) commands.”* 

Apart from this exemption from land revenue as regards 
Brahmans, courtiers, and others,* there were some other 

* They were known in later days as sarvamUnya or sarvanamasya 
tenure. Ep. Ind., xv, no. 20; xvi, no. 8, etc. Cf. Gupta, Land System 
in South India, ch. vi. 

* Arth., Bk. II, cb. i, ^itvigOchSryapurdhttaSrotriyebhyd brahma- 
dgyanyadaif 4 <i^erinyabhiriipadSyakSni prayachchhit. There is also 
a passage in Arth., Bk. I, ch. 13, indicating that even hermits paid 
the state a sixth of the grain gleaned by them (tasmdduilchashad- 
bhdgamdraifyaka api nivappaAH). Compare K91id8sa’s allusioi 
to a similar contribution (SskuMald, act ii. Kale's Edition, 1925 

p. 56)- 

* Apastambha, ii, 10. 26, i. Also Viskifu, iii, 26-7. 

’ E.g. Ep. Ind., XV, no. 20; xvi, no. 8. Gupta Inscriptions, nos. 26 
27, and 28. 

* Gupta Inscriptions, no. 27; also see nos. 26 and 28. 

* Compare Va&ishtha, xix, 23-4; Manu, viii, 394; Apastambha 
ii, 10, 26, 12-17. 
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cases when remissions and exemptions were given.“ When 
irrigation works like tanks or lakes were newly constructed 
by private persons, taxes on their lands below such works 
were remitted for five years. When ruined or neglected 
water-works were repaired, the remission of taxes was for 
four years. For improving, extending, and restoring water- 
works overgrown with weeds, taxes were remitted for two 
years. If new works were acquired by mortgage or purchase, 
lands below such works got a remission of taxes for two 
years. Taxes were remitted for a like period when unculti- 
vated lands were acquired for purposes of cultivation. Where 
works of lift-irrigation were constructed, the government 
was satisfied, perhaps for a fixed number of years, with as 
much of revenue as did not entail hardship upon the 
cultivator. 

^ukra also mentions such concessions. According to him,^^ 
when people undertook new industries or cultivated new 
lands, or constructed irrigation works, the state was not 
to demand any revenue until they realized twice the sum 
expended. 

The foregoing remissions appear to include the land 
revenue, the water rate, and other kindred taxes. All 
remissions had to be recorded by the revenue collectors.” 
Under other circumstances also remissions were made.” 
They were occasional, and in emergencies, or when opening 
new settlements, only when such remissions tended to "swell 
the treasury.” Thus exemptions and remissions as regards 
land revenue and other taxes on land were given to Brah- 
mans, courtiers, temples, and villages. 

*<* Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 9, TafSkasitUbandhdndm nSvapravartani 
paHchavirshikaJ^ parihSrait. BhagnofstishfSn^ chaturvdrshtka^, 
Samupdru^hantttn traivllrshikaft, etc. 

“ Sukranlti, iv, 2, 242-4. “ Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 15. 

u Arth., Bk. II. I, Anugrahapcuihirauchaibhya^ hdiavfiddhi- 
haraudadyUt. Koiopapstihau varjayit. Alpahdidhi rSjd paur<yOna- 
padiniva grasate. NiviiastmahSknn yathdgatakatfi vtt parihSragi 
dadyOt. 



150 


MAURYAN PUBLIC FINANCE 


Even under British rule “a detailed code, for example, 
regulating the remission or suspension of revenue on the 
failure of the crops obtains in all provinces.”^* This situation 
of remission on the failure of crops never arose in the 
Mauryan days, as the revenue, being a portion of the 
produce, adjusted itself automatically to the crops from the 
land. In British India, permanent agricultural improvements 
are exempted from any enhanced assessment either tem- 
porarily or for a period of years.^ There are also to-day 
revenue-free lands like jaghirs and saravjams belonging to 
private individuals, as well as a land given to temples and 
other religious institutions, just like the brahmadBya and 
other lands of the Mauryan days. Because of the existence 
of such revenue-free land and of persons whose lands, on 
account of their position or caste, were exempted from all 
kinds of taxes, the Mauryan state forbade the transfer of 
revenue-paying lands to such privileged revenue-free land- 
holders, in order to prevent evasion of the payment of 
revenue to the state. likewise, to avoid confusion in the 
collection of revenue, the exempted persons could not 
transfer their lands to taxpayers.“ 

The Brahmans were exempted from the payment of aU 
contributions to the state.^^ This seems to have been a 
common practice in ancient India. Manu’s dictum^ is that 
a king, though dying from want, should not levy a tax on 
irotnyas, and no irotriya residing in his kingdom should 
perish from hunger. According to Apastambha,^* a learned 
Brahman, women, minors, students, and ascetics were not 

“ Science of Public Finance, p. 220. 

Ibid., p. 224, "Permanent agricultural improvements, it 
should be remembered, are expressly exempt from any enhanced 
assessment in Bombay and Madras for ever, and in other parts of 
India for a period, irrespective of the term of settlement and sufficient 
for the capital sunk to be fully recouped from the additional assets 
created.” 

u Arth., Bk. Ill, ch. 10. 

” Arth., Bk. II, cb. i; Bk. XIII, ch. 5. Strabo, xv, r, 39. 

Manu, vii, 133. ” Apastambha, ii, 10, 26. ro fi. 



EXEMPTIONS AND GRANTS 


151 

to be taxed. In the SatiHparva it is stated that the wealth 
of persons who perform sacrifices, as also the wealth 
dedicated to deities, should never be taken. The Greek 
Bardesanes, of the second century A.D., writes*® that he 
was informed by the head of an Indian embassy that “the 
Brahmans pay no taxes like other citizens.” The Gupta 
inscriptions mention that the villages granted to Brahmans 
and others were free from aU taxes. 

But the exemption did not apply to aU Brahmans, 
only to krotriyas or those who were learned, who performed 
sacrifices and studied the Vidas, i.e. those who were useful 
to society.** Even the Greeks** mention that only the 
philosophers who gave sound advice were exempted. It was 
even regulated** that a Kshatriya should take the wealth 
of such persons as never performed religious rites and 
sacrifices, and who were, therefore, considered to be equal 
to robbers. 

In addition to krotriyas and ascetics, labourers,** perhaps 
because of their poverty, were exempted from paying the 
consumers tax on salt used for purposes of food. The 
artisan class is stated not only to have been exempted 
from paying taxes, but to have even received maintenance 
from the royal treasury.*® 

Ancient India as described in Classical Literature, pp. 167, 170. 

Cf. Manu, vii, 133; Apastanibha, ii, 10, 26, 10; Vaiishtha, xxii, 23; 
Vishifyu, iii, 26, 79. 

** Cf. $Snt%parva, cxxxvi, 2. 

Ibid. 


» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. 
Diodorus, ii, 41. 
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CHAPTER XI 


GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AND CLASSIFICATION 
OF HEADS OF EXPENDITURE 

Principle guiding expenditure— Applicability of modem 
canons to Mauryan conditions — Classifications of expendi- 
ture — Modem classifications — Comparison between Mauryan 
and British Indian heads of expenditure 

PRINCIPLE GUIDING EXPENDITURE 

It has been observed elsev'here that, in contrast vdth the 
modem ideal of the balanced budget, the Mauryan financiers 
— and perhaps all ancient financiers — ^had a surplus budget 
as the ideal. Just as taxation was regulated by this principle, 
so also was expenditure guided by it. Kautilya says that 
the king should fix less than a quarter of the total revenue 
as the expenditure for maintaining his servants, giving them 
handsome emoluments so as to inspire them to work well.^ 
It is doubtful if all kinds of expenditure are included in this 
one-fourth of revenue. Perhaps they are not. Kautilya 
probably means that expenses such as salaries, presents, and 
provisions to government servants and employees, including 
the military, was met out of this share of revenue. For the 
list of government servants and salaries given in the same 
chapter includes military and all other officials of state. An 
additional share, perhaps one-fourth, was spent on other 
items of expenditure, such as materials for public works, 
factories, and arsenals. 

According to the SukranUi* salaries of headmen should 
involve one-twelfth of the public revenue; the army one- 

^ Arth., Bk. V, ch. 3, DurgajanapadaiaktyS bhrttyakarmasamu- 
ddyapsdlna sthSpayit. This is the text as given by both Shfima 
SSst^ and Mr. Ga^pati Sistii. But Jolly {op. cit., ii, |p. 48) 
reads ^cmudiyavSdim, which Sfistry considers not as good as 
what he has ad(^ted. Jolly, however, translates the passages as 
"in accordance with the reports teganUng the amount of revenue." 

• i. 631-5. 
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fourth; charities one-twenty-fourth; works of public utility 
one-twenty-fourth; salaries of officials one-twenty-fourth; 
and royal household one-twenty-fourth. The total expen- 
diture comes to one-half of the revenue, military expenditure 
itself involving one-fourth of the total expenditure. Perhaps 
Kautilya also had in his mind the same idea of saving one- 
half of the public income. 

APPUCABIUTY OF MODERN CANONS TO MAURYAN CONDITIONS 

Modem writers on finance enumerate four canons of 
expenditure, viz. the canons of Benefit, Economy, Sanction, 
and Surplus.’ 

The Canon of Benefit, or of the greatest social good, is 
increasing in its importance in modem days owing to the 
increasing activities and responsibilities of the state, perhaps 
on accoimt of socialistic influence. Protection of society from 
external and internal dangers was of course recognized in all 
ages as the first charge on revenue. In addition to this, 
beneficial expenditure on social services like education, 
sanitation, and on essential productive enterprises like the 
Post Office, is directly beneficial to the state, inasmuch as 
it either yields more material income, as the Post Office 
does in India, or lightens the burden of the state by de- 
creasing the number of the unfit. 

This principle seems to have been recognized by the 
Mauryan financiers. Wise public expenditure, according to 
Kautils^a,* consisted in the building of forts, constraction 
of buildings and commercial roads, opening of new planta- 
tions and villages, and exploitation of mines and timber and 
elephant forests. Again, among the items conducive to 
financial prosperity, are mentioned’ public prosperity, abun- 
dance of harvest, prosperity of commerce, and absence of 
troubles and calamities. Expenditure on hospitals, asylums 
for dumb animals, orphanages, and educational institutions 

* Science of Public Finance, ch. iv. 

* Afth,, Bk. II, ch. I. * Afik; Bk, II, ch. 8; also ch. 7. 
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have been mentioned by Megasthenes* and in the edicts 
of A^ka^ and by later Buddhist travellers.* But huge 
amounts must also have been spent by the ro 3 ralty in 
personal extravagance and luxury. 

The Canon of Economy with regard to public e3q)enditure 
is very important because of the dangers of extravagance. 
The proverb, “What is everybody's business is nobody's," 
can very well be changed to "What is everybody's money 
is nobody's." The greatest vigilance and effective financial 
control is always needed from the highest financial officers 
of the state. 

This kind of control and check under the Maiuyas seems 
to have been not only effective but minute. The chief officer 
of every department scrutinized its income and expendi- 
ture;* his accounts were checked and audited by special 
commissioners who were themselves responsible to the 
collector-general or the ministers, and above all was the 
king. Perhaps the most effective check was the system of 
espionage.^ 

In passing, it may be mentioned that retrenchment was 
not an unknown weapon.^ 

But an important factor for effective control was probably 
wanting. Public opinion, which plays the lion's part in 
modem states, could not be expected in benevolent despot- 
isms like those of the Mamryan times. Possibly the king 
supplied this want by practising ASoka's dictum that "All 
men are my children."^ 

The Canon of Sanction, according to Shirras, "is that no 
public expenditure should be incurred without proper 
authority." The Mauryan king, as the head of the state, 
appears to have been the sanctioning authority in those days. 

• Strabo, XV, i, 50. » EJS. JJ; P.E. VII. 

• Fahien's Travels, p. 79; Yuan Chmang, i, p. 298. 

• Arth., Bk. 11 , ch. 9 . “ Bk. II, chs. 7 and 8. 

“ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 8. Infra, Chapter XVI. 

Borderers' Edict. Compare Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 3, Sarvatra ehopO' 
hatdn pitioanugrtk^tySt. Also SukranfH, i, 150 S. 
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The Canon of Surplus mainly implies that there should 
not be deficits in the budget, though some financiers favour 
even a moderate surplus. Budgeting in the modem sense 
probably was unknown in ancient India, but there must 
have been deficits and surpluses. For when Kautilj^ says 
that a king with depleted treasury will eat into the vitality 
of his people, it is clear how fully the danger of deficits was 
recognized. But it seems to have been the general practice 
in ancient times to collect more revenue than needed and 
store the surplus in kind and coin.” This surplus was used 
in times of calamities such as war and famine. The accumu- 
lation of a surplus was necessary in those days when public 
loans were probably rarely resorted to. 

CLASSIFICATIONS OF EXPENDITURE 

With regard to erspenditure, I shall follow the method 
adopted while dealing with revenue, viz. first consider what 
the Mauryan financiers have to say on the subject of 
classification, next consider the classifications given by 
eminent writers on finance, and lastly compare the various 
heads of expenditure of the Mauryan budget with those of 
modem India. 

Kautilya appears to give two classifications of public 
expenditure.” Expenditure on: 

1. The chanting of auspicious hymns during worship of 

gods and ancestors and on the occasion of giving gifts 
(divapttripiijSdanSrthatn ivasiivSchanam). 

2. The harem (oAtaftpuratft). 

3. The kitchen {mahdnasam). 

4. The establishment of messengers {duiaprOvartimatp.). 

5. The storehouse {kdshfSgdrani). 

6. The armoury {dyudhdgdrafn). 

7. The warehouse {papyagfiham). 

8. The storehouse of raw materials (kupyagfiham). 

9. Manufactories (fiarmUmtalf). 

u Yuan Chwang, i, p. 247; 1890, nos. iii and iv. Also 

supra. Chapter IX. 

^ Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 6. Compare Sukra's classification in SuAranfri, 
ii, 677 ff . 
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10. Free labourers {vishfiii)- 

XI. Maintenance of infantry, cavalry, chariots, and elephants 
{pathyiUvarathadvtpapartgrahali ) . 

12. Herds of cows {gdfnatt 4 ^¥)- 

13. Museums of b^ts, deer, birds, and snakes {paiumfigapak- 

shivy&lavata}!), 

14. Storage of firewood and fodder {kSshthatrimtavatafi). 

If classified under modem heads, the items stand as 
follows: 

1. Ecclesiastical, 

(a) Chanting of auspicious hymns. 

2. Royal Household, 

(a) Harem. 

(b) Kitchen. 

3. Political. 

(а) Messengers. 

4. Military. 

{a) Infantry, cavalry, chariots, and el^hants. 

(б) Armoury. 

5. Civil. 

(а) Storehouse. 

(б) Warehouse. 

(c) Storage of firewood and fodder. 

(d) Herds of cows. 

6 . Public Works. 

(a) Storehouse of raw materials. 

(b) Manufactories. 

{c) Free labourers. 

7. Educational. 

{a) Museum. 

This enumeration of items and expenditiure does not do 
justice to Mauryan public expenditure. It leaves out a host 
of items which properly came under the Mauryan budget. 
Therefore the classification of Kautilya may be taken, not 
as an exhaustive enumeration of the heads of public expen- 
diture, but as a casual mention of. some of the items. 

The second classification” is: 

** Arth., Bk. II, cb. 6, NityonityotpUdiko ISbhd labhdtpSdika iti 
vyaya^. Ga^apati SSstri {pp. at., i, p. 141) appears to take the 
passage to mean lour kinds of expenditure. Ilie text, however, does 
not seem to warrant this interpretation. 
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1. Daily expenditure. 

2. Profitable expenditure, i.e. expenditure on investment 

3delding profit.'* 


Modem classifications of public expenditure as given 
by H. C. Adams and Findlay Shirras may now be 
considered. 


Adams' Classification^’^ 

1. Protective Functions^ 

(а) Military. 

(&) Police and court. 

(c) Protection against social disease. 

2 . Commercial Functions, 

3. Developmental Functions, 

{a) Education. 

(б) Public recreation. 

(c) Maintaining equitable conditions for the prosecution 
of private business. 

(d) Public investigations, i.e. collection of social statistics. 

(e) Development of the physical basis of the state, 
e.g. public works like irrigation, forestry, etc. 

Shirras' Classification^^ 

I. Primary, 

(а) Defence, 

(i) Naval. 

(ii) Military. 

(iii) Air. 

(б) Law and Order. 

(i) Law and justice. 

(ii) Police. 

(c) Civil Administration. 

(i) General administration. 

(ii) Cost of collection. 

(iii) Political. 

“ See Jolly’s Edition, vol. ii, p. 18, and Sohrabji’s Notes, p. 12. 
Compare Sukraniti, ii, 337. “Expenditure falls under two heads — 
that which will come back and that which destroys the right for 
ever." 

Science of Finance, ch. iii. 

^ Science of Public Finance, p. 51. 



HEADS OF EXPENDITURE 


z6z 


{d) Debt Service, 

(i) Productive. 

(ii) Unproductive. 

2 . Secondary, 

(e) Social, 

(i) Education. 

(ii) Other social. 

(/) Government or public undertakings. 
(g) Miscellaneous. 


INDIAN XXPENDITURS 

Primary Expenditure 

I. Defence, 

Army. 

Navy. 

Air forces. 

Military transport, etc. 

II. Law and Order, 

Police. 

III. Civil Administration, 

General administration. 
Political. 

Cost of collection. 

IV. Debt Service, 

Secondary Expenditure 

V. Soaal, 

Education. 

Medical and sanitation. 
Famine relief, etc. 
Ecclesiastical. 


MAURYAN SXPBNDITURB CLASSIFIBD 
UNDER MODERN HEADS 

Primary Expenditure 

I. Defence, 

Army. 

Fleet. 

Transport, etc. 

II. Law and Order, 

Police. 

III. Civil Administration, 

General administration. 
Political. 

Cost of collection. 

IV. — 

Secondary Expenditure 

V. Social, 

Education. 

Medical and sanitation. 
Famine relief .i* 
Ecclesiastical.*® 


u The classification follows Shirras* reclassification of Indian 
budget heads in his Science of Public Finance, p. 6i6. 

1® Although there was no amount annually set apart for this 
purpose, yet in times of necessity and distress the public treasury 
bore the expenditure of famine relief. 

*® This was probably a very much more important item of expendi- 
ture than it is to-day. 
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INDIAN EXPBNDZTVRX 

Secondary Expenditure (contd.) 

VI. Government or Public 
Undertakings. 
Railways. 

Irrigation. 

Other public works. 
Posts and telegraphs. 
Mint. 

Stationery and printing. 
Forests. 

Posts and pilotage. 
Sdentihc and miscel- 
laneous. 

VII. Miscellaneous. 

Refunds^ drawbacks, etc. 
Miscellaneous. 


MAURVAN BXFINDITURB CLASSIFIED 
UNDXR MODlRN BRADS 

Secondary Expenditure (contd 
VI. Government Undertakings 

Irrigation. 

Other public works. 

Mint. 

Forests. 

Posts and pilotage. 
Scientihc and miscc 
laneous. 

VII. Miscellaneous. 

Miscellaneous. 



CHAPTER XII 


CIVIL AND OTHER SIMILAR HEADS OF 
EXPENDITURE 

I. Civil Expenditure: The divisions of the country — ^The 
various departments — Scale of salaries — ^Payment in forms 
other than salaries. II. Royal Household: The harem, etc. 

— Scale of salaries. III. Ecclestasttcal: Importance of this 
item — ^The state and religious institutions — ^Ro3ral tours 
and charity — ^Public feast 

I. CIVIL EXPENDITURE 

Under this head may be included expenses of general 
administration, the political department, cost of collection, 
and such other items. 

The accounts of the Greek writers, the Arthaiastra, and 
the edicts of A46ka indicate the existence of a well-organized 
administration. The country was divided into provinces. 
According to Arrian,^ from the class of counsellors were 
chosen governors, provincial rulers, deputy-governors, 
treasurers, generals of the army, admirals of the fleet, 
quacestors, and the superintendent of agriculture. A^ka’s 
edicts® contain many references to the provinces. The Gimar 
inscription of Rudradaman* mentions that modem Kathia- 
war and Malwa were in the charge of Pushyagupta, the 
provincial governor of Chandragupta Maurya, and later of 
the Yavana king, Tush^pha, under Aiolm. According to 
the Arthakaslra, the kingdom was divided into four pro- 
vinces, each in charge of a sthdnika*; each province was sub- 

^ Arrian, Indika, ch. 12. 

* Kalt^ga Provincials* Edict II; Kali^ga Borderers* Edict I; Rock 
Edict I, etc. 

» Ep, Ind„ viii, no. 6. 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35, SamdharUl chaturthd jdnapadam vibhajya, 
etc. But this division excluded the capital which perhaps with its 
immediate surroundings was a province by itself with its own officers. 
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divided into two dro^amukhas, and each drovamukka in 
two kharvatikas, which comprised many smaller divisio 
called sakgrahatnas, consisting of ten villages each.* Tl 
resembles the organization mentioned by Manu* and in t 
Mahabharata^ as well as in Sukraniii.'’ 

Thus the kingdom was divided into provinces and vie 
royalties, including those at Taksha^ila, Suvar^agiri, ai 
Ujjaini, and probably some place in Ka}inga. Tosali, Samap 
and Isila, mentioned in the ASokan edicts* and the su 
divisions in the major provinces, referred to by Katilya. 
were p)erhap)s administered by governors and deput 
governors. The administration of the capital, a province 1 
itself, was jjerhap® copied and followed in the vatioi 
divisions of the country. 

As a detailed account of the administrative organizati( 
of the Mauryan state is not necessary for the purp)oses 
this book, only the various imp>ortant officers and tl 
dejKirtments of the government may be mentioned. 

According to Kaupilya, there were the following dep>at 
ments in the state 

1. The Department of Forests. 

2. The Department of Armoury. 

3. The Department of Weights and Measures. 

4. The Department of Commerce. 

5. The Department of Storehouse. 

6. The Department of Goldsmiths (including the mint). 

7. The Department of Mines and Mamufactures. 

8. The Department of Treasuiy. 

9. The Department of Tolls, Octrois, etc. 

10. The Department of Weaving. 

11. The Department of Liquor. 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. * Manu, vii, 115. 

* SSntiparva, Ixxxvii, 3 £f. * i, 381 ff. 

* E.g. separate J 2 .E. I and II. DhauU and Jauga^ texts. 

w Arth., Bk. II, ch. 35. 

Some of these dq>artments come, strictly speaking, und 
military e:q>enditnie, and others under government undertaking 
In Arfk., Bk. I, ch. 12, Kaufilya mentions eighteen govemme 
d^Murtments {ashfttdaiatfrtha). 
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12. The Department of Agriculture. 

13. The Department of Slaughterhouse. 

14. The Department of Prostitutes. 

15. The Department of Navigation. 

16. The Department of Cows. 

17. The Department of Horses. 

18. The Department of Elephants. 

19. The Department of Passports. 

20. The Department of Chariots. 

21. The Department of Infantry. 

22. The Department of Revenue. 

According to Megasthenes^* there were in Pataliputra 
magistrates divided into committees, looking after industrial 
arts, foreigners, births and deaths, trade and commerce, 
manufactures and their sale, and collection of taxes on 
articles sold. All these magistrates collectively looked after 
public buildings, temples, and the like. Ai5ka*s edicts^® 
mention viceroys, rajjukas, pradBhikas}^ yuktas}^ and upa- 
yuktas, who were subordinate officials, Ukhakas, or secre- 
taries, and a host of other subordinates. There were also 
the heads of departments and the niunerous employees in 
the various branches of the government, in addition to the 
royal coimcillors in the court.“ 

Strabo, xv, i, 50. 

“ Rock Edicts III, IV, V; Kahtiga Borderers* Edict /; Pillar 
Edict IV, etc. 

F. W. Thomas {J,R.A,S., 1914, 393 ff.; 1915, 112) identifies 
these officers with the pradeshfri mentioned by Kautilya {Arth., 
Bk. II, ch. 24; Bk. Ill, chs. 6, 10, 12, etc.). Hultzch (Cor, Ins. 
Ind., p. 5) appears not to accept this identification because of diffi- 
culties as regards the derivation of the words and suggests they were 
high provincial officers. 

According to F. W. Thomas (J.R.A.S., 1909, 466-7; 1914, 
387-91) yuktas and upayuktas mentioned in the Arthaidstra denote 
subordinate officials and Bhandarkar calls them district officers. 

The important civU employees mentioned in the Arthai&stra 
include: Ministers of various types (am&tyas, maHtris, and mahd- 
fndtras), superintendents of the various departments mentioned 
above, officers in charge of boundaries, waste lands, forts, and country 
parts, revenue collectors, chamberlains, astrologers, soothsayers, 
story-tellers, court-bards, women artisans, commissioners, servants, 
and many others. Compare these officials with those mentioned in 
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Further, there was the expenditure on the politica 
department, which included envoys, chargi d’affaires, mes 
sengers and agents, prostitutes used for politick purposes 
an intensively oiganized system of espionage, institutes foi 
training various kinds of spies, aged military officers, anc 
reporters. These were also the expenses of political missions.^ 

The expenditure on the civil department was incurred ii 
various ways. Salaries in money were paid to most of tht 
employees. Kautil}^ gives a long list of the pay of govern- 
ment servants." He mentions that the prostitutes had theii 
pay fixed by thousands,^* and that the courtiers were some- 
times paid provisions and salaries in addition to bein^ 
exempted from taxes and granted lands." Fahien alsc 
records® that in his days the king's bodyguards and atten- 
dants all had salaries. 

The scale of the salaries of some government servants 
was as in Table on page 167. 

When money was scarce, a large part of the payments 
was made in forest products, cattle, or land. But lands were 
not granted if waste land was to be colonized.** Super* 
intendents of departments, accoimtants, gopas, sthamkas, 
veterinary surgeons, physicians, trainers of horses, and 
messengers were endowed with lands which they had no 
right to alienate by sale or mortgage.*® This practice of 
granting lands was not unknown in ancient India.® 

Sukranttt, ii, 168-73, 237-41, 305 ff., etc. Also with those mentioned 
in some of the inscriptions, e.g. Ep. Ind., xviii, nos. 19, 23; xiv, 
no. 14; xvii, no. 17. 

« Arth., Bk. I, ch. 16. “ Arth., Bk. V, ch. 3. 

« Arth.. Bk. II, ch. 27. Arth., Bk. II, ch. 7. 

** Travels, p. 43. 

** Arth., Bk. V, ch. 3, Alpakoia^ kttpyapaiukshitrUm dadyit, 
alpath cha htraieyaffi. ^unyatfi vi nivHayitutji abhyutthitd hiravyamiva 
dadyOt, na grOmatjt, etc. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 1, AdkyakshasahkhySyakSdibhyS gdpasthSnlka- 
nikasthachikitsdkdivadamahajahghSrikSbhyaicha inkraySdhSna varjcun. 

** In Ep. Ind., xv, no. 6 (f.) and xviii, no. 22, are mentioned 
provision villages, which are explained by L. D. Barnett as 
villages specially allotted for the maintenance of officers. 
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SALARIES OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTS 


1 

Officers 

Annual Pay 

In PaMot 

In Pounds 
SterUngM 


Bach 

Each 

I. The ministers 

48,000 

2,400 

2. The collector-general 

24,000 

1,200 

3. The chief constable 

12,000 

600 

The officer in charge of the city . . 

12,000 

600 

The superintendent of law or 



commerce . . . . . . 

12,000 

600 

4. The superintendent of manu- 



factories 

12,000 

600 

Members of the Council of Ministers 

12,000 

600 

The superintendent of country 



parts and boundaries , . 

12,000 

600 

5. Commissioners 

8,000 

400 

6. The guards of elephant forests and 



timber forests 

4,000 

200 

7. Superintendent of departments . . 

1,000 

50 

8. The staff of accountants and writers 

500 

25 

9. Servants in charge of quadrupeds 



and bipeds 

60 

3 

Workmen doing miscellaneous 



works 

60 

3 

Procurer of free labourers 

60 

3 

10. Miners of mountains 

500 to 1,000 

25 to 30 

11. Messengers .. 

Travelhng a 

lUowance of 


10 paT^as or 

10 shillings 


per ydjana 

12. Spies (some) 

1,000 

50 

13. Village servants 

500 

25 

Some spies, poisoners 

500 

25 

Mendicant women 

500 

25 

14. Servants, leading spies 

250 

12* 


** Infra, p. 195, footnote 2. 
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Yuan Chwang writes* that “of the ro}^ land one part was 
reserved for the endowment of great public servants. Those 
who are employed in the government service are paid 
according to their work. . . . Ministers of state and common 
officials all have their portion of land and one maintained by 
the cities assigned to them." 

The higher officials appear to have been provided with 
quarters. Kautilya refers* to quarters for the officials like 
the Prime Minister and the priest and others. In view of 
what ^ukra also says,* “Dwelling houses for ministers, 
clerks, and officers should be built separately to the north 
or east,” it is possible that many of the government 
employees were given quarters by the state, at least in the 
capital. 

Another item of expenditure consisted of the grant of 
subsistence and wages to dependents of those who died on 
duty.* The herdsmen and hunters received an allowance of 
grain from the king in return for clearing the land of wild 
beasts and fowls.* There were, again, the expenses of the 
king’s tours, which in Aidka's days became religious as well 
as political. Aidka writes* that his predecessors imdertook 
tours for pleasure, while he converted them into pious 
ones. Such tours were a common feature in ancient India. 
According to ^ukra,* the king was to inspect every year 
the cities, districts, and provinces, know the condition of the 
people, hear their representations, and test the administra- 
tion of officers. These administrative tours were undertaken 
by Harsha also.* If the tours were as pompous and expensive 

** Yuan Chwang, vol. i, p. 176. The practice of cities maintaiiiing 
the officials may not have existed in the Mauryan period. 

"Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. ■ SukranfU, i, 500. 

** Arth., Bk. V, ch. 3, Karmasu mjitSnSm putradSrl hhaktavitanatu 
labhyap. $ukranUi, ii, 832-3. 

•® Strabo, xv, i, 41. “ R.E. VIII, Kalsitext. 

•* SukraniH, i, 751-2. 

** Yuan Chwang, i, p. 344. The pilgrim writes: "The king also 
made visits of inspection throughout his dominion, not residing long 
at any place, but having temporary buildings erected for his residence 
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in Maiuyan days as they were during those of Harsha,** they 
must have told heavily on the public purse. Moreover, 
officials seem to have been paid travelling allowances.^ The 
state undertook the construction and maintenance of roads.* 
This appears to have been common in ancient India.* 

An idea of what items constituted civil expenditure under 
the Mauryas can be formed from the foregoing pages, and 
although there is no evidence to show the amount spent 
on this head, the civil departments must have cost a con- 
siderable sum. 


II. ROYAL HOUSEHOLD 

Under this head may be considered the harem, the kitchen, 
and other items, including the salaries of people related to 
the king or serving in his household. 

Kautilya devotes a whole chapter to describe the harem.** 
It consisted of the many wives of the king, and all the 
necessary paraphernalia, including hospitals, parks, atten- 
dants, and others. The many departments and people con- 
nected with the harem and the palace are well indicated in 
the following passage : "On one side in the rear of the harem 
there shall be made for the residence of women compart- 
ments provided not only with all kinds of medicine useful 
in midwifery and diseases, but also with well-known pet 
herbs and a water reservoir; outside these compartments 
the residences of princes and princesses, in front (of the 

at each place of sojourn, and he did not go abroad during the three 
months of the rainy season retreat." 

** See R. K. Mookerjea, Harsha, p. 87. 

** Arth; Bk. II, ch. 8. Jolly’s (op. at., ii, p. 19) interpretation 
of pitf 4 i>^visham is followed here. The word means “fictitious travelling 
provisions" according to Jolly; "falsified totals" according to 
Sohrabji; and "inconsistencies in dealing with fixed terms" 
according to Shfima Sfistry. The mention of fictitious travelling 
provisions imply bona fide travelling expenses. 

•• Arth. Trans., pp. 50, 52, 58, etc., 421. Cf. Sukraniti, i, 519 ff. 

Strabo, xv, i, 50; Sdnttparva, Ixix, 53; SukraniH, i, 526 ff. 

** Arth., Bk. I, ch. 20. 
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latter building) the toilet ground, the council ground, the 
court, and the offices of the heir-apparent and of the 
superintendent. There were also prostitutes, eunuchs, and 
others connected with the harem.^ Royal harems were 
probably maintained not only in the capital but in the 
provinces also." It is likely that, as D. R. Bhandarkar 
observes," A^ka had women other than queens, and that 
his avarodhana was not all in Pataliputra, but some of its 
members stayed in the moffusU. 

As for the royal kitchen," its hugeness can be imagined 
by what Aidka says in Rock Edict I, though it is certainly 
an exaggerated statement. "Formerly, in the kitchen of 
King Devanampriya PriyadarSin, many hundreds of thou- 
sands of animals were killed daily for the sake of curries.”" 
Kautilya mentions along with the harem the kitchen as an 
item of expenditure. The officials of the royal household and 
their annual salaries have been enumerated as in Table on 
page 171." 

The salaries were perhaps annual. The number of these 
officials and others is not known, and therefore the amount 
of expenditure cannot be known. But the accounts of 
the Greeks that Chandragupta's palace excelled in splen- 
dour those of Susa and Ekbatana, and the description 
given by Kautilya of the royal harem and other 

*• Arth., Bk. I, ch. 20; Arth. Trans., p. 43. 

Sohrabji remarks (Notes, p. 61) that rupajivas were ordinary 
prostitutes as distmct from the gavikSs of the ro}ral court. This 
appears to be a doubtful interpretation since the prostitutes in the 
harem are also called rupSjtvSs (Arth., Bk. I, ch. 20). 

" E.g. avarodhana mentioned in P.E. VII. 

** Aioka, p. 13. 

“ Compare Sukraniti, ii, 315-16. 

** Cor. Ins. Ind., vol. i, p. 2. 

** Compare Mann, vii, 125-6, "For women employed in the royal 
service and for menial servants let him fix a daily mainterrance in 
proportion to their position and their work. One paifa must be 
given (daily) as wages to the lowest, six to the highest, likewise 
clothing every six months and one drdtns of grain every month." 
Manu is more liberal than Kautilya. 
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ANNUAL SALARIES OF THE OFFICIALS OF THE 
ROYAL HOUSEHOLD 


Officials 

In Pafjtam 

In Pounds Sterling 




Each 

Bach 

I. Sacrificial priest 

, . 

• . 

48,000 

2,400 

Priest 



48,000 

2,400 

Teacher 



48,000 

2,400 

The heir-apparent 



48,000 

2,400 

The mother of the king 



48,000 

2,400 

The queen . . 



48,000 

2,400 

2. The door-keeper 

.. 

.. 

24,000 

1,200 

The superintendent of the harem 

24,000 

1,200 

The chamberlain . . 

•• 

•• 

24,000 

1,200 

3. The prince (? pnncess) 

.. 

• • 

12,000 

600 

The nurse of the prince 

•• 


12,000 

600 

4. The foreteller 



1,000 

50 

The reader of omens 

, , 

• . 

1,000 

50 

The astrologer 

. . 

. . 

1,000 

50 

The reader of Purdistas 

• . 

• . 

1,000 

50 

The story-teller 

. . 

. . 

1,000 

50 

The bard and the retinue of priests 

1,000 

50 

5. Musicians 


•• 

250 

12* 

6. The trumpet-blower 


•• 

500 

25 

7. Artisans and carpenters 



120 

6 

8. Attendants upon the royal person 



bodyguard 

•• 


60 

3 

9. Playmate of the king 



500 to 1,000 

25 to 50 

Sorcerer 



500 to 1,000 

25 to 50 

Attendants . . 



500 to 1,000 

25 to 50 

Teachers 



500 to 1,000 

25 to 50 

Learned men 



500 to 1,000 

25 to 50 

10. Representatives of the 

king 

in 

Twice what 

is paid to 

sacrifices 



their equals 

in learning 

II. King’s charioteer .. 

•• 

• • 

1,000 

50 
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departments," suggest that the e:q)enses were perhaps not 
inconsiderable. 


HI. ECCLESIASTICAL 

In many modem civilized countries the state interferes as 
little as possible with religion, because citizens may be 
following various religions and sects." Not much of public 
funds, therefore, is spent on ecclesiastical items. In British 
India the budget estimates of 1926-27 showed that this 
eiq)enditure amounted to a very small part of the total 
expense." In the Mauryan period, especially in the reign 
of A^5ka, the state took an active interest in religion, and 
although the amount expended on this item is not known, 
yet the various activities indicate that a considerable 
amount was probably spent on religion. 

The expenses were largely in the nature of grants of lands, 
presents, and sometimes salaries. Persons who performed 
sacrifices {ritvik), spiritual guides, priests, and those learned 
in the Vidas were granted brahtnadtya lands yielding 
sufficient produce and exempted from taxes and fines." 
They were also provided with forests for the performance 
of penance. 

When Aioka determined upon the propagation of the 

** Sukraniti, i, 435 S., give a good idea of the elaborate palaces 
of ancient times. 

" "It is not necessary here to enter in detail into the question of 
expenditure on religion, because the amount is not large, and modem 
thought is in favour of the view that state revenues can on the whole 
be better devoted to other objects. Experience in the United States 
and in the Dominions has all pointed in this direction, especially in 
the former. In Great Britain and on the Continent of Europe, as in 
France, this enlightened view continues to grow in spite of vested 
interests. In France no religion is recognized by the state" (Shirras, 
Science of Public Finance, p. 70). 

** About 36 lakhs of rupees out of the total expenditure of 
13,036 lakhs, i.e. about one four-hundred-and-fiftieth. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. Salaries of priests and others have been 
considered under expenditure on royal household. 
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dhamma he employed missionaries and special officers for 
the purpose. It is likely that the existing civil officials 
undertook a part of this propaganda. But the Dhartna — 
Mdhamairas^ and perhaps the Vyustas, were concerned 
with religion and morality only. Their constant tours round 
the country®^ and the despatch of missionaries to far-off 
foreign lands®® must have meant expense to the state. 

Even during Chandragupta’s days the state built places 
of religious worship and pilgrimage. Kautilya says that the 
king may either himself construct places of pilgrimage 
{pui!f.yasthdm)^ a,nd groves {drama) or help others to construct 
them. A4dka appears to have built a great many temples 
and monasteries. G)stly caves in the Barabar Hills near 
Gaya were dedicated to the use of the non-Buddhist Ajivika 
ascetics, just as Anoka’s successor, DaSaratha, dedicated 
caves in the Nagarjuni Hills.®* Fahien®® and Yuan Chwang®* 
mention the existence of numerous monasteries or their 
ruins when they visited India. Yuan Chwang describes 
Patallputra in these words:®’ "Of this city the long lapse 
of time had left only the old foundations. Of monasteries, 
diva temples, and topes there were himdred ruins, but only 
two or three of the old structures survived.” The Rdja- 
tarangi^i^ refers to temples which A^ka restored or built. 
In short, "the extravagant legend which ascribes to A^dka 
the erection of eighty-four thousand or sacred cupolas 
within the space of three years proves the depth of the 
impression made upon the popular imagination by the 
magnitude and magnificence of the Great Maurya's archi- 
tectural achievements.”®* "The numerous and stately monas- 

»» RM. V, VII. « R.E. III. 

« R.E. V. XIII. etc. “ Arth., Bk. II. ch. i. 

** Barbara Hill Cave Inscriptions; PM. VII; also see Smith’s 
Asdka, p. 40. etc. 

»* Travels, p. 43. 

*• Watter, Yuan Chwang, vi, p. 86. 

w Ibid., p. 88. 

** R&jataradgini, Bk. I, pp. loi S. 

** V. A. Smith, Aioha, p. 87. Cf. Beal, ii, p. 88. 
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teries which A§5ka erected at many places in the empire 
have shared the fate of his palaces, not even one surviving 
in a recognizable state.”*® Such structures were extremely 
numerous. Huen Tsiang refers to the ruins of hundreds of 
stupas, satighdramas, and diva temples.*^ And these numerous 
monasteries, temples, and others contained a host of people 
whose expenses were met by the state. Porphyrins quotes 
Bardesanes, of the third century A.D., to the effect that he 
founded the houses and temples of the Samanocans and gave 
a fixed allowance for the support of the inmates.** 

Again, there was the expenditure on royal tours and 
charities. Aidka mentions*® that his predecessors were under- 
taking vihdra-ydtras or pleasure tours, which he converted 
into dharma-yatras or tours of morality. In these tours, says 
ASoka,** “are practised the beholding of ascetics and Br^- 
mans, with liberality to them, the beholding of elders, 
largess of gold, the beholding of the country and the people, 
proclamation of the Law of Piety and discussion of the Law 
of Piety.” 

Gifts of gold and other things are mentioned, for example, 
in Rock Edicts IX. X, and XI. No doubt A§5ka held the 
gift of "dhartna” to be far superior to the gift of worldly 
goods, but he encouraged and practised the latter also. 
Pillar Edict VII records that the various officers of the state 
were employed in the distribution of royal alms of A^oka, 
his queens, his sons, the princess, and others to promote 
pious acts. A§dka is stated to have bestowed great largess at 
every place except the stupa of Vakkula on his pious tours. 
An idea of the expenditure on charities can be got by 
« V. A. Smith, Aidka, p. 88. 

Beal, iv, p. 86. Compare the building of monasteries, vihSra, 
etc., mentioned in the MahOvathia. 

** Anctent India as described in Classical Literature, p. 170. It may 
be mentioned that Gupta Inscriptions, no. 5, mentions that the 
inmates of the great vihdra at KikanSdabSta were given the means 
of subsistence and were made comfortable by Chandragupta II. 
Also see the Nasik Cave Inscriptions for Ushavad&ta’s charities. 

•» R.E. VIII. •* Ibid.; Smith’s Aidka, p. 124. 
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what Yuan Chwang says of Vikramaditya of ^ravasti 
(seventh century a.d.). According to the pilgrim “ this king 
distributed five lakhs of gold coins among the destitute and 
desolate on the day he conquered the Indians. Again, a 
South Indian king, Imayavaramban Nedemkeralathan, is 
said to have given away as brahmadiya the district of 
Umbarkadu, which consisted of five hundred villages, and 
assigned part of the revenue of his whole kingdom for 
thirty-eight years to a Brahman for composing a poem of 
thirty-four lines.** Another king gave away forty lakhs of 
gold pieces and part of the state revenue to a poet.*’ Whether 
Mauryan rulers were eqxiaUy extravagant is doubtful, but it 
is not improbable that Aidka was so to a great extent. 

There were, again the expenses of the public feasts or 
samdjas. The samdjas were perhaps a mode of public 
entertainment through feasting and amusements.*® Khara- 
vela, king of Kalinga, is said to have amused his subjects 
by celebrating wtsavas and samdjas*^ Kautilya also advises 
the king to imitate the people’s attachment to the samdjas, 
utsava and vihdra, and mention is also made of the feeding 
of the people in festivals and in honour of gods and ancestors. 
Anoka's Rock Edict IV refers to the display of processional 
cars, elephants, illuminations, and other spectacles. 

In short, Anoka’s efforts to propagate dharma were, as 
V. A. Smith says, “the most comprehensive scheme of 

•• Yi*an Chwang, i, p. 211. The pilgrim contiaues that when the 
treasurer remonstrated that the treasury would be exhausted, the 
king replied that giving to the needy from the surplus of public 
administration was not a lavish expenditure of the public money on 
himself and gave the additional five lakhs in largesse to the poor. 

** Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan, p. 316. 

” Ibid., pp. 316-17. 

** D. R. Bhandarkar, Aidka, p. 20. Could these be the samajas 
mentioned by Kau^ya in Arth., Bk. II, ch. 25 ? 

** Public festivals given by the state were common in ancirait 
Athens. "The celebration of public festivals early occasioned in the 
Athenian state an extravagance which was as unlimited as the 
expense of the princes who were fond of magnificence for their courts 
(Boeckh, op. cit,, pp. 248, 290). 



176 MAURYAN PUBLIC FINANCE 

religious missionary enterprise recorded in the history of 
the world.” The expenditure on such a vast scheme could 
not have been little. But it is doubtful if there was such a 
vast amount of money spent on ecclesiastical purposes before 
ASoka. No doubt Kaufilya mentions the chanting of 
auspicious hjunns during the worship of gods and ancestors, 
and on the occasion of giving gifts,^" as an item of expen- 
diture, and even states the amount of the salary paid to the 
priest and his assistants. Still, it appears that Aidka’s pre- 
decessors must have spent on this score very much less than 
A^dka did. 

»® Afth., Bk. II, ch. 6. 



CHAPTER XIII 


MEDICINE, POOR RELIEF. ETC. 

I. Medicine and Poor Relief. II. Education : Universities, 
monasteries, museums, and menageries. III. Famine 
Relief : Were there famines in the Mauryan period? — ^How 
the state gave relief 

I. MEDICINE AND POOR RELIEF 

In MatuTan India medical relief was organized and con- 
trolled by the state. Megasthenes observes: "Should any of 
them (foreigners) lose his health, they send physicians to 
attend him, and take care of him otherwise, and if he dies 
they bury him and deliver over such property as he leaves 
to his relatives.”^ It is improbable that in a state where 
foreigners were so readily attended to the local people had 
no medical aid from the state. Ad5ka mentions the medical 
treatment provided for cattle. The state took such active 
interest in this direction that wherever there were no herbs 
that were beneficial to men and cattle they were imported 
and planted.* These curative arrangements were instituted 
not only in the empire, but even in foreign lands so far 
distant as Egypt.® 

V. A. Smith thinks that the free hospital mentioned by 
Fahien was doubtless a continuation of Aidka’s foundation, 
and that there may have been animal hospitals. Kautilya 
mentions veterinary surgeons in charge of horses, elephants, 
and other animals.® The evidence therefore indicates the 
existence of an elaborate system of medical relief both to 

^ Diodorus, ii, 42; also Strabo, xv, i, 50. 

* R.E. II. * Ibid. 

* Artk., Bk. II, chs. 30, 31, etc. As for the word anlkastha (Bk. II, 
ch. I) Sobrabji {Notes, p. i) says; “Sh&maSastry translates ‘veterinary 
surgeons.' This meaning is not known in the Sanskrit Lexicons." 
Also see Jolly's Edition, vol. ii, p. 13. 

If 
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a man and beast,*’ even in foreign countries like the Greek 
kingdoms and the South Indian states. 

There also appears to have been a well-organized system 
of poor relief. The king was to provide with maintenance 
the orphans, the aged, the infirm, the afflicted, and the 
helpless, specially helpless pregnant women and the children 
they gave birth to.* The orphans were not only fed and 
clothed, but were also educated by the state.’ The edict of 
A^ka’s second queen, Karuvaki, makes mention of dona- 
tions made by her to a mango grove, pleasure garden, and 
charitable hostel (danagahe). According to V. A. Smith, the 
hostel was a rest-house where doles of food and in some 
cases shelter for a night, were given free to travellers.® In 
Pillar Edict VII, Aioka refers to humanitarian works like 
mango groves, rest-houses, and watering-places. 

This kind of work appears to have been common in 
ancient India. In the Mahabharata,* it is said that the king 
set up houses for the distribution of food and erected places 
for the distribution of water, and excavated tanks. These 
institutions are also mentioned in the jSiakas,^^ the Sukra- 
nitip- and the inscriptions,^ and by Fahien“ and Yuan 
Chwang.“ The latter pilgrim refers to the existence of 

* For details about medical relief and sanitation see N. N. Law, 
Studies in Ancient Hindu Polity. 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. Compare Gautama, x, 9-10. Sdntiparva, 
Ixxxvi, 24; xlii, II. 

» Arth., Bk. I, ch. 12. 

* Aidka, p. 198. Compare Sukranlti, ii, 337-8. 

* Sdntiparva, xliii, 7 and ii. Nos. 4 and 96. 

“ i, 207 ff.; ii, 169. 

“ Ep. Ind., V, nos. 3 and 19; vii, no. 6; viii, no. 8; xi, no. 2. 

“ Travels, p. 79. Fahien writes: "The heads of the Variya families 
in them establish in the cities houses for dispensing charity and 
medicines. All the poor and destitute in the country, orphans, 
widowers and childless men, maimed people, and cripples, and 
all who are diseased go to their houses and are provided with every 
kind of h^ and doctors examine their diseases." In the Mauryan 
days, as at other times, these private rdief works also were existing, 
but main burden was perhaps on the state. 

** Yuan Chwang, i, pp. 288, 328, 344. 
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numerous rest-houses for the relief of needy distressed 
travellers, where medicine, food, and other bodily wants 
were supplied. In ancient Athens^ much the same system 
as the Mauryan one was to be foimd, perhaps with this 
difference, tlmt there it was confined to citizens and the aid 
was given in the form of pay also. 

In modem India, where there is no system of poor relief, 
this item of expenditure is absent. In some of the western 
countries — ^for example, in England and Germany — ^is found 
a systematic and organized administration of poor relief. 
“In the present position of modem societies,'’ observes 
Bastable,^ "a methodized system of public relief is indis- 
pensable.” 

n. EDUCATION 

The expenditure under this head falls into two divisions — 
universities and monasteries, and museums and menageries. 
In ancient days, “Wherever they (the Buddhist monks) 
clustered together in monasteries or viharas, a university 
grew up, and each of these viharas was presided over by 
a kidapati corresponding to the principal of a modem 
college.”^^ There was a host of such monasteries and viharas 
in the Maiuyan period, especially in the reigns of A^ka 
and his successors. Brahmans were provided with forests 
for religious learning.^ The brahmadiya lands appear to 
have been given to learned Brahmans also in order to 
enable them to live peacefully so as to spread education to 
their pupils. 

Little information is available about universities of this 
period. In the University of Takshaiila, which was the 
centre of learning about the sixth century B.C. and where 

"A laudable institation wets the provision made for the support 
of those citizens who on account of the corporal infirmities or weakness 
were unable to earn a maintenance'' (Boeckh, op. dt., p. 337). 

“ Public Finance, p. 89. 

N. N. Muzumdar's History of Education in Ancient India, p. 91. 

“ Arth., Bk. II. ch. i. 
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later Kautilya was a pupil, the student is said to have paid 
for his education.^* This university continued to exist in 
the Itlauryan period, and it may not be too much to assume 
that it had its own lands granted by the state, especially 
when one of its own students was the maker of the empire. 
For it was the habit of kings to present universities with 
lands. “The land in the possession of the Nalanda University 
contained more than two hundred villages. They were 
bestowed upon it by kings of many generations.”*® 

“Under the same head, education,” writes Bastable,*^ 
“the cost of museums, libraries, picture galleries, and insti- 
tutions for promoting science and art generally should be 
placed.” Menageries and museums of animals were not 
imknown in the Mauryan days. Kautilya mentions them as 
forming one of the items of public expenditmre** and as being 
in charge of the superintendent of forest produce.** Arrian 
states that in the palace at Fataliputra there were parks 
with deer, peacocks, and other animals and birds,*® and that 
the people presented the king with tame tigers, panthers, 
and other beasts.** That museums and menageries were 
found in ancient India is confirmed by Yuan Chwang,** 
according to whom in the Lautakulya country there were 
beautiful gardens and tanks of clear water, with rarities 
from strange lands. 

” Muzumdar, op. cit., p. 90. 

•• Ibid. p. 95. “ Op. cit., p. 97. 

** Arth., £k. II, ch. 6, PaiumfigapakshivySfa vStsy As for the 
phrase KSsht^atfiitavafa^ {ibid.) Sohrabji {Notes, p. ii) suggests 
if this could rder to a botanical garden, taking vSta to mean "trees” 
and ifiifa to mean "plants" in general. 

» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 17. 

** Aetian, Bk. XIII, ch. xviii. Compare SukranUi, i, 425-8. 

*» Aelian, Bk. V. ch. rdv. 

** Ymn Chwang, vol. i, p. 341. Compare BS^a's description in the 
Harsha Charita of the palace grounds, which contained lions, apes, 
and rare Urds in cages. 
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in. FAMINE RELIEF 

The special Orissa Famine Commission of 1867 defined 
famine as "suffering from hunger on the part of large classes 
of the population.”” It is mostly in this sense that the word 
can apply to the Mauryan period. According to Kautilya,* 
famine causes troubles to the whole (of the country) and 
occasions dearth of livelihood to all creatures. 

The question whether at all there were any famines in 
the period xmder consideration cannot be answered with 
certainty. For Megasthenes writes:®* “It is accordingly 
affirmed that famine has never visited India, and that there 
has never been a general scarcity in the supply of nourishing 
food.” This was because, according to him, there were two 
harvests in the year, and also abundant and regular rains 
and good irrigation works. He continues: "But, further, 
there are usages observed by the Indians which contribute 
to prevent the occurrence of famine among them.” Of these 
usages, one was that the husbandmen were regarded as a 
class that was sacred and inviolable, so that even during 
wars they continued their operation unmolested. 

There is, however, another piece of evidence which goes 
to show that there was a great famine. A Jaina inscription 
(S.B.I.) in ^rava^a Belago]a in the Mysore state,*® states 
that Bhadrabahu, a Jain saint of the time of Chandragupta, 
"foretold in Ujjayani a period of twelve years of dire 
calamity or famine,” and that Chandragupta, dismayed at 
the coming troubles, abdicated, and followed Bhadrabahu. 
This inscription is, according to Rice,*® not later than the 
fifth centmy a.d. 

” Report, para. 79. * Arfh.. Bk. VIII, ch. 4. 

*• Diodorus, ii, 36. 

** Lewis Rice, Mysore and Coorg from the Inscriptions, p. 5 fi. 
In Ep. Ind,, iv, no. 2, Fleet suggests that while Rice takes 
the word vaishamya as famine or dire calamity, it is better to 
take it as difficulty, as the exact meaning of the word here is 
doubtful. 

Fleet and Leuman put it in the seventh century. 
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Thus, while Megasthenes records that there was no famine, 
the Jain tradition refers to one which continued for twelve 
years. These statements are apparently contradictory, and 
it may appear that, as Megasthenes was a contemporary, 
his word is more authoritative than an inscription which is 
at least eight centuries later. 

But this contradiction is perhaps only apparent. Both 
accounts may be true. Megasthenes came to the Maiuyan 
court about the year 302 b.c.®* and remained there for some 
time. How long he stayed in India is uncertain, though he 
had in all probability left India before the end of Chandra- 
gupta’s reign about 297 B.c. Therefore his record that there 
were no famines may be accepted as true of the period he 
remained in India. 

No doubt the Jain inscription is of a very late date, being 
at least eight centuries after the event. But the tradition 
appears to be of ancient origin. Moreover, the tradition does 
not say that the twelve years of famine occurred during 
Chandragupta’s reign. The inscription only records that the 
famine was foretold and the emperor, becoming dismayed 
at the coming troubles, abdicated. In other words, before 
the famine began or at least immediately it commenced, 
the king retired. The famine, therefore, may have com- 
menced at the end of Chandragupta's reign and continued 
during Bindusara's. 

While Megasthenes refers to the period before the abdica- 
tion of Chandragupta, the Jain tradition speaks of the very 
end of his reign and the beginning of the next. Thus the 
two statements can be reconciled as relating to two different 
periods. 

Moreover, the fact that Kautilya gives details of famine 
relief suggests that there were famines in the Mauryan 
period. Further, throughout the Arthaiastra are found 
numerous references to famines.®® 

•• Cambridge History of India, vol. i, p. 472. 

M For example, Arth. Trans., pp. 253, 326, 327, 386, 419, 423. 
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The state took care to prevent famines, and as the failure 
of rains is the chief cause for such a calamity, irrigation 
works were greatly imdertaken and also encouraged.** 

When the preventive measures are insufficient to stop 
famine and the calamity actually comes down upon the 
country, relief measures are resorted to. The measures 
adopted in British India for purposes of relief are broadly 
five in number, namely; 

(a) Suspension or remission of land revenue. 

(b) Granting of Takavi loans more freely. 

(c) Starting of relief works. 

(d) Establishment of poor houses and gratuitous relief. 

(e) Granting of loans to buy cattle, seeds, ploughs, etc. 

As regards suspension or remission of land revenue, in 
modem India the method of assessment and the rigidity of 
the demand are a great inconvenience in times of stress, for 
the land revenue is a fixed sum of money for a particular 
year irrespective of the produce, and unless it is remitted 
the ryofs have to borrow from the moneylender in order to 
pay the tax. And in times of distress an express remission 
is necessary. But in the Mauryan days such a remission was 
automatic as the revenue was a part of the produce.*® 

There is little evidence to show the granting of any loans 
during famines. But, as mentioned on a previous page,** 
there seem to have existed a kind of grain loans known as 
apamityaka. Whether these loans were given during calami- 
ties is not certain. It is possible that both in ordinary times 
and during famine these loans were granted. 

»« Infra, Chapter XIV. 

“ Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 3. The relief works mentioned by Kautilya 
are: Durbhtkshi rSjS btjabhaktbpagraharft kfttvS anugraha^ kuryitt. 
Durgasltukarmavd bhaktanugrohina bhaktasamvibhSgam dlianikshe- 
patft vd. MttrSpi vS vydpdiraylta. Karianatn vamanam vd kurydt. 
Nishpannasasyamanyavishayatn vd sajanapadb ydydt. Dhdnyaidkamu- 
laphcddvdpdn situshu kurydt. Mfigapaiupakshivydlamatsydratnbhdn 
vd. In the second sentence Sb&ma Sfistry reads durgatakarma, 
while Jolly (vol. ii, p. 42) has durgasitukarma. 

*• Supra, p, 131. 
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As part of relief works the state resorted to the construc- 
tion of fortifications and irrigation works, probably with 
the idea of giving employment and wages or provisions to 
the sufierers. As for poor houses and gratuitous relief, the 
king was required to distribute his own collection of pro- 
visions or the hoarded income of the rich among the people.® 
Moreover, the state provided the people with seeds and 
provisions. 

The rich were thinned of their excessive wealth and the 
poor helped.® The state also sought the aid of the neigh- 
bouring states, and the king and his subjects even emigrated 
to another kingdom where harmony and plenty were 
found.® The state also helped its subjects to migrate to 
another part within its boundaries, like seashores, banks 
of rivers, and lakes, where water and fish were available, and 
where vegetables, grains, roots, and fruits could be grown. 
The king even hunted to provide his people with wild beasts, 
fidi, and the like.® In short, the king had to protect the 
afBicted among his people as a father protects his sons.® 

There does not seem to have existed any system of 
budgeting for famine relief in the same way as we have it 
now. No doubt irrigation works were undertaken by the 
state. There was also the accumulated surplus in the 
treasury. But there were not sums annually set apart par- 
ticularly for relief works to be used in times of distress. Yet 
if what Kautilya lays down was followed fully by the state, 
then its activities and the interest it took in preventing 
famine and in relieving distress appear to have been more 
vigorous than in modem days. 

" Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 3. Infra, pp. 187 ff. 

« Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 3. 

« Ibid. 

" Ibid., SarvairachdpahaiSn pitlva anugfi^ifiyUt. 


*• Ibid. 
" Ibid. 
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GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKINGS, INCLUDING 
IRRIGATION WORKS 

I. Irrigation Works: Importance paid to irrigation works — 
Works constructed by the state — ^Encouragement given by 
the state to private irrigation works. II. Other Government 
Undertakings : Agriculture — Mining — Manufacturing — 
Trade and commerce— Banking 

I. IRRIGATION WORKS 

The importance and necessity of works of irrigation, 
especially in a predominantly agricultural country like 
India, can hardly be exaggerated. This was completely 
recognized by the Mauryas. ‘Trrigational works,” says 
Kautilya, "are the sources of crops; the results of a good 
shower of rain are ever attained in the case of crops below 
irrigational works.”^ Megasthenes remarks that India has 
"vast plains of fertility. . . . The greater part of the soil, 
moreover, is under irrigation, and consequently bears two 
crops in the course of the year.”* To quote Kautilya again: 
"Of irrigational works [setubandhaJj^] that which is of peren- 
nial water is better than that which is fed with water drawn 
from other sources; of works containing perennial water, 
that which can irrigate an extensive area is better.”* The 
existence of water rates and the details given below, as well 
as in the chapter on "Irrigation Revenue,” strongly suggest 
the extensive use of irrigation. 

In the Mauryan days it was the recognized duty of the 

^ Arth., Bk. VII, ch. 14, Situbandhah sasySndirt ybnih nitySnu- 
iakto hi varshagttt^aldbhait sSiuvdpBshu. 

* Diodonts, ii, 35. Strabo, xv, i, 20. Strabo also mentions the 
great fertility of the soil. 

* Arth., Bk. VII, ch. 12; 

Situbandhaydrapi Sharyddokdtsahddakairiyan. 

Sahdddkaybrapi prabhutavdpasathdnab irtydn. 
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State to get irrigation works constructed. The king had to 
construct reservoirs filled with water, either perennial or 
drawn from some other source,* and in barren tracts was 
advocated the construction not only of tanks, buildings for 
shelter, and wells, but also flower gardens and fruit gardens.* 

The Gimar inscription* records that the lake Sudai^ana 
was constructed by Pushyagupta, the provincial governor 
of Chandragupta Maurya, with well-provided conduits, 
drains, and means to guard against foul matter, emd was 
further improved by Tushaspha, a governor under A^dka 
in a manner worthy of a king. Rudradamem adds that it 
cost him a vast amount of money to repair a breach 
“420 cubits long, just as many broad, (and) 75 cubits 
deep.” Another inscription^ also mentions that the lake 
SudarSana again bmrst, and that it cost Chakrapalita, a 
governor of Saurashtra under the early Guptas, “an im- 
measurable expenditure of wealth” to rebuild the dam, the 
breach this time being “a hundred cubits in all in length, 
and sixty and eight in breadth, and seven men's height in 
elevation ... of two hundred cubits,” etc. 

The dimensions of the dam, especially those given by the 
Gimar edict, even if they are exaggerated, give an idea of 
the vastness of the reservoir and suggest the huge expendi- 
ture for building it. The fact that the state got the Sudar^ana 
lake constructed in such a remote comer as Kathiawar gives 
rise to the belief that many more such works must have 
been undertaken in the other parts of the kingdom also. 
What the Famine Commission of 1880 recommended, 
namely, the restoration and reconstmction of sundry irri- 
gational works in addition to the constmction of new works, 
was put into practice by the Mauryas more than two 
thousand years ago.® 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. i, SahddakamahSryddakam vS sltim bandkayit. 

* md ch. 34, Anudake kupasettibandhdtsSn stkdpayit pushpa- 
pkalavSfdtnicka. 

* Ep. Ind., viii, no. 6. 

» Artk., Bk. IV, ch. 3. 


'> Gupta Inscriptions, no. 14. 
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Irrigation seems to have been regarded as a primary 
consideration of the state in ancient India. In the Mahd- 
bhdrata,* for example, the king is enjoined to multiply the 
number of tanks and wells,' while ^ukra^** directs that there 
should be many canals, wells, tanks, and ponds in the 
kingdom. The inscriptions also refer to the works under- 
taken by the state. For instance. King Kharaveja of KaUnga 
is said to have strengthened the embankments of springs 
and lakes.“ So also Vi^vavarman of Malva“ built irrigation 
wells and tanks. The like was the case in South India.^’ 

In addition to the state constructing and repairing both 
major and minor works, private persons were encouraged to 
build and restore irrigation works. The state provided 
sites, roads, timber, and other necessary materials to persons 
who constructed reservoirs of their own accord.^ In such 
undertakings neighbourers were required to co-operate and 
send bullocks and servants to carry on the work.“ Remission 
of taxes were made for some years in favour of persons who 
constructed or repaired tanks, lakes, and wells.” Some of 
the private irrigation works, even lakes and tanks, were 
allowed to be transferred by sede. 

The care bestowed by the state on irrigation may be 
imderstood from Strabo's observation that "some [magis- 
trates in Pataliputra] superintend the rivers, measure the land, 
as is done in Egypt, and inspect the sluices by which water is 
let out from the main canals into their branches, so that 
every one may have an equal supply of it.’’” Rudradiman 
confirms the existence of sluices and canals. "This lake 

• SSnHparva, Ixxxvi, 15. *• Sukraniti, iv, 4, 125-9. 

“ J£.O.R.S., vol. iii, pp. 361-2. Also see V. A. Smith, Early 
History of India, p. 219 and footnote. 

Gupta Inscriptions, no. 17. 

" Ep. Ind., V, no. 9. See also Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan, 
pp. 365 and 367. 

Artk., Bk. 11 , ch. i, Anyishdm vS bandhatSt/t bhumimSrgav- 
fikskSpa karatfdnugrakatjt kurySt. 

« Ibid. 

>* Artk., Bk. Ill, ch. 9. Supra, p. 149. 


” Strabo, xv, i, 50. 
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Sudarfema . . . constructed vdthout gaps, as they are of 
stone, [clay], . . . furnished udth a natural dam, [formed 
by ?] . . ., and with well-provided conduits, drains, and 
means to guard against foul matter.”^ The existence of 
numerous channels is mentioned by Kaufilya also, who 
says that they were used in agriculture.^ 

Thus in the Mauryan days the state, as well as private 
persons, constructed, restored, and repaired both major and 
minor works of irrigation. The description of the great 
fertility of the land given by the Greeks leads to the belief 
that irrigation was widespread. The expenditure incurred 
by the state must have been great, and the state had realized 
centiuies ago what the Famine Commission of 1880 recorded, 
that the irrigation works are a great advantage to the state, 
regarded merely from the direct financial return on the money 
invested, in increasing the wealth of the coimtry in ordinary 
years and in preventing or mitigating famine in years of 
drought. 


II. OTHER GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKINGS 

On a previous page government undertakings have been 
considered from the standpoint of revenue.*® In the present 
chapter they will be considered from the side of eiqienditure. 

The state in Mauryan times undertook trading, agriculture, 
mining, and manufacturing. As observed elsewhere,** mines 
were regarded as the source of the treasury, and the state 
had a monopoly of mining and conunerce in minerals. Not 
only did the state own mines, but it even worked those 
which did not involve much outlay. 

“ Ep. Ind., viii, no. 6. 

Artk., Bk. II, ch. 24. Dion Chiysostom of the first centuiy a.d. 
writes that there were many channels to convey water from the rivers, 
"some of them large and others which are smaller and mingle with 
each other" [Ancient India as described in Classical Literature, p. 175). 
Though this does not refer to the Mauryan times, yet it shows the 
widespread system of irrigation about two centuries after the fall 
of the Maurvas. 

*• Supra. Chapter VII. « Ibid. 
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Manufactories were a source of expenditure to the state.” 
"A king shall carry on mining operations and manufactures," 
observes Kautilya,” “exploit timber and elephant forests, 
offer facilities for cattle-breeding and commerce.” Of the 
sections in the accounts department, one was in charge of 
the work carried on and of the results obtained in manu- 
factories; others looked after the financial side of the 
business; still others were concerned with the status, wages, 
and conditions of the employees; and others with fresh 
investments.” Again, to give one example, the state had 
its own weaving department, wherein were manufactured 
various kinds of cloths with the labour women, especially 
widows, girls, and cripples.” It also carried on the manu- 
facture of goods from tin, copper, bronze, brass, etc.” 

That agriculture also was undertaken by the state is 
evident from the discussion about crown lands on a previous 
page.” There was an agricultural department which looked 
after this kind of work.” Nor was trade neglected by the 
state. Commerce in minerals was a state monopoly. There 
was a department in charge of commerce.” Lastly, the 
government appears to have been a banker also,” lending 
grain at interest. Thus the state was itself a big business 
man, undertaking many kinds of enterprises. This must have 
meant a great deal of expenditure. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. i. “ Supra, Chapter VII. 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 7, TatrSdhtkSrtvfSnSm saihkhyS . . ., etc. 

*» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 23. “ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 12. 

" Supra, Chapter VII. ** Arth., Bk. II, ch. 24. 

*• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 15. *» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 16. 



CHAPTER XV 


EXPENDITURE ON THE MILITARY, JUSTICE, AND 

POLICE 

I. Military : The fleet — ^The army: the coxnmissariat — 
Diflerent kinds of combatants ; the infantry, cavalry, 
chariots, and elephants ; kinds of infantry troops : standing 
army of hereditary fighters, soldiers contributed by local 
bodies, armies of allies — The probable strength of the 
Army — Scale of salaries — An estimate of the expenditure. 

II. Justice and Police 


I. MILITARY 

In an extensive empire like the Mauryan, and especially 
with independent and warlike states bordering, and perhaps 
conquered states within, the empire, always on the alert to 
shake off the imperial yoke — ^which actually happened after 
AiokaJs death — ^it is only natural to find a huge and highly 
organized army. Even in British India, where there is little 
likelihood of internal disturbance and not much chance of 
external trouble, a large^ army is maintained. 

The Mauryan forces of defence consisted of the navy and 
the army. As regards the navy, Megasthenes mentions a 
fleet and its admiral, as well as ship-builders. He remarks 
that one division of magistrates in Pataliputra was appointed 
to co-operate with the admiral of the fleet.* Kau^^ya also 
mentions® ships under the control of an admiral (ndvd^ 
dhyaksha), Alexander the Great is said to have utilized the 

1 We axe not concerned here with the question as to how far the 
huge army and the huge expenditure are necessary and justifiable. 
K. T. Shah does not appear to be justified in throwing the blame 
for the existence of the problem of defence on modem commercial 
civilization (Sixty Years of Indian Finance, p. 62). The question of 
military preparedness has existed ever since men organized themselves 
into different states, and was found even in such a kingdom as 
A^ka's. 

• Strabo, xv, i, 50. 


’ Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 28. 
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Indian navy for crossing the Indus. As V. A. Smith observes,* 
considering A^ka’s relations with Ceylon and even more 
distant powers, we may credit him with a sea-going fleet as 
well as an army. 

The army consisted of the commissariat and the 
combatants. Of the commissariat, Strabo writes® "One 
division of magistrates in Pataliputra was appointed to 
co-operate with the admiral of the fleet, another with the 
superintendent of the bullock trains which are used for 
transporting engines of war, food for the soldiers, provender 
for the cattle, and other military requisites. They supply 
servants who beat the drum and others who carry gongs; 
grooms also for the horses, and mechanists and their 
assistants.” These details of the commissariat — ^bullock 
trains, food, fodder, mechanists, engines, and so forth — are 
confirmed by Kautilya. He says that “destruction or pro- 
tection of the commissariat {vivatha)” is one of the duties 
of cavalry ,** that the camp requisites of an army are sturgeons 
with medicine and instruments, women (? nurses), food- 
stuffs, grass, bedding, etc.,^ as well as hunters with dogs and 
pioneers under the prasta, consisting of carpenters and free 
labourers.® 

Asses, camels and horses,® bulls, mules, and carts,^® 
trainers of horses and elephants, grooms, veterinary sur- 
geons, cooks, etc., formed part of the non-combatant 
forces.^ Kautilya's references to the examination of camps, 
roads, bridges, wells, and rivers, carrying the machines, 
weapons, armour, instruments, and provisions, carrying 
away the men that are knocked down, along with the 
weapons and armour,^ to the guarding of camps, transports, 
supplies, and also the roads of communications,”^ clearly 

• Edicts of Aidka, Introduction, p. viii. 

• Strabo, xv, i, 50. * Arth., Bk. X, ch. 4. 

» Arth., Bk. X, ch. 3. • Arth., Bk. X, ch. 2. 

• Arth., Bk. IX, ch. i. “ Arth., Bk. X, ch. 4. 

“ Arth., Bk. II, chs. 30-3. Also Megasthenes;Erajf.,xxxiv, 13-15. 

« Arth., Bk. X, ch. 4. « Arth.. Bk. XIII, ch. 4. 
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indicate the existence of a well-organized commissariat and 
transport service. 

The combatants were of fom: kinds. The Greek ambassador 
observes: “The third division has charge of the foot soldiers, 
the fourth of the horses, the fifth of the war chariots, and 
the sixth of the elephants.”^* This division of the army into 
infantry, cavalry, chariots, and elephants mentioned by 
Megasthenes was common in ancient India.^‘ One of the 
items of public expenditure, according to Kautilya,“ was 
the maintenance of infantry, cavalry, chariots, and horses. 

The infantry consisted of six kinds of troops — ^hereditary 
troops, corporations of soldiers, and the army of friendly or 
unfriendly kings, and of wild tribes.” 

The maidabala or hereditary troops appear to represent 
the standing army,“ for, according to Sukra,” the maida 
army is that which has been existing for many years. This 
perhaps mainly consisted of the Kshatriyas.*® For, according 
to Hindu idstras and usage, the Kshatriyas were the heredi- 

Strabo, xv, i, 50. 

Diodorus, ii, 41; Pliny, Hist. Nat., vi, 21; Strabo, xv, 1, 50. 

Manu, vii, i, 50. Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, 
p. 130. Yuan Chwang, i, p. 171. J.B.O.R.S., vol. iii, p. 462 
(KharavSla’s inscription). Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6. 

Arth., Bk. II, ch. 33. £tBna pattyadhuaksho vy&khySiaJ} samaula- 
bhfitairei^imitrdmttrdtavibaldndm sdraphalgutdm vidy&t. Also see 
Bk. X, ch. 2. These four wings of infantry are mentioned in the 
Ganesaghad plate (No. i) of DhruvasSna I of the sixth century a.d. 
(Ep. Ind., iii, no. 46). Maulabhfitamitrair^ibalavdtma rdjyasrih, 
etc., which is translate by Hultzch as "who acquired the glory 
of royalty by the strength of a devoted body of hereditary servants, 
hired soldiers," thus taking irhukibala to mean devoted body oi 
hereditary servants, etc., and not the corporation of soldiers. 
Cf. Kdmandaka xix, 28, 3 ft. Maula and bhrttya troops are also 
mentioned in Ep. Ind., i, no. 28. 

^ Kdmandtka, xix, 28, 12. 

Sukraniti, iv, 7, 22. Sukra adds that one’s own army is main- 
tained by salary. 

Kautilya considers (Arth., Bk. IX, ch. 2) an army of the 
Kshatri3ra cast as the best army. But the army sometimes included 
other castes also, e.g. vaiiyas and iMras. 
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tary warriors. Moreover, Yuan Chwang says: “The National 
Guard (lit. warriors) are heroes of choice valoiur, and as the 
profession is hereditary they become adepts in military 
tactics,”*^ The standing army in ancient India therefore 
appears to have been formed of hereditary troops. 

According to Arrian, “The fifth caste among the Indians 
consists of the warriors, who are second in point of numbers 
to the husbandmen, but lead a life of supreme freedom and 
enjo3ment. They have only military duties to perform. 
Others make their arms, and others supply them with 
horses, and they have others to attend on them in the camp, 
who take care of their horses, clean their arms, drive their 
elephants, prepare their chariots, and act as their charioteers. 
As long as they are required to fight they fight, and when 
peace returns they abandon themselves to enjoyment — ^the 
pay which they receive from the state being so liberal that 
they can with ease maintain themselves and others besides.”** 
Megasthenes refers to these troops when he observes that 
the King of Pataliputra “has in his pay a standing army 
of 600,000 foot soldiers,”*® etc. 

In Kautilya’s opinion the hereditary army was the best 
of all kinds of troops because it depended for its existence 
upon the existence of its master and was constantly drilled.** 
This indicates a standing army regularly trained and paid 
by the state. There is evidence in the Arthaidstra which 
proves the existence of standing divisions of chariots, 
elephants, and cavalry.** The royal horse and elephant 
stables were under the care and control of the state. The 
anim als were given special military training by experts and 
were kept mainly for purposes of war. The superintendent 
of chariots looked after the chariots. There can thus be little 

“ Yuan Chwang, vol. i, p. 171. 

•* Arrian’s Indika, adi; St/rabo, xv, i, 47. See also Ancient India 
as described in Classical Literature, p. 53. 

“ Pliny, Hist. Nat., vi, 22. 

** Arth., Bk. IX, cb. 2; Kimandaka, sax, 28, 4, 11. 

** Arth., Bk. II, chs. 30-3. 


N 
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doubt of the existence of a standing army under the 
Mauiyas. 

The second branch of infantry consisted of hired troops, 
who were perhaps mercenaries enlisted at the time of 
hostilities. Elephants, chariots, and cavalry could not be 
hired or contributed by corporations because of the cost of 
their maintenance in times of peace, and perhaps because 
private persons were forbidden to keep these. This may be 
the reason why the Arthaidstra mentions only infantry as 
hired or contributed. There were also the armies of friends 
and of wild tribes. 

Neither Kautilya nor the Greeks give details of the 
strength and number of either the fleet or the commis- 
sariat.** About the army, however, full particulars are 
obtainable from the Greeks. Pliny writes:*' "Their king 
(i.e. of the people of Patallputra) has in his pay a standing 
army of 600,000 foot soldiers, 30,000 cavalry, and 9,000 
elephants.” These figures do not appear to include the 

“ Kautilya, however, writes (Arth,, Bk. X, ch. 5) that ‘‘there 
must be three men to oppose a horse, fifteen men or five horses to 
oppose a chariot or an elephant, and as many as (fifteen) servants 
iJ^Sdagdpa) for a horse, a ^ariot, or an elephant should be main- 
tained.** This means that each horse, chariot, and elephant was 
attended by fifteen men, like the Spartans, who in battle were 
attended upon by seven helots. If the figure given by Kautilya is 
correct it means that these attendants alone number 705,000, which 
figure is almost incredible. Again, this statement is contradicted by 
another of Kautilya himself (Trans,, p. 431), “thus in an array oi 
chariots, the number of chariots amounts to forty-five: two hundred 
and twenty-five horses, six hundred and seventy-five men, and af 
many servants to attend upon the horses, chariots, and elephants— 
this is called an even array of troops.** Obviously this indicates thai 
each horse, chariot, and elephant had one attendant. Compan 
Arrian's Indika, c. 12, where Arrian states that the wamors receivec 
such liberal pay that they maintained others besides themselve 
and kept servants to attend on them in the camp, to clean their arms 
and to take care of their horses, elephants, and chariots. 

Hist, Nat,, vi, 22. SoHn, 52. 6-17, however, gives different figures 
“Their king keeps in his pay at all times 60,000 foot, 30,000 horse 
and 8,000 elephants.** The difference in figures is not clearly explaix 
able. Perhaps the smaller figures are a mistake. 
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hired and contributed troops and the troops of allies, for, 
according to the Arthakdstra^ they were called upon only in 

DETAILS OF ARMY PAY 


Name of Officer 

Pay (in Po^} 

Approximate 
Equi\^ent in Modem 
Currency 

(POQ^ Stening)** 

I. The commander of the army . . 

48,000 

2,400 

2. The commander 

24,000 

1,200 

3. The chiefs; 

Elephants 

8,000 

400 

Horses 

8,000 

400 

Chariots 

8,000 

400 

Infantry 

8,000 

400 

4. The superintendent of — 
Infantry 

4,000 

200 

Cavalry 

4,000 

200 

Chariots 

4,000 

200 

El^hants 

4,000 

200 

5. The chariot driver 

2,000 

100 

The ph3rsician of the army . . 

2,000 

100 

The trainer of horses . . 

2,000 

100 

The carpenter 

2,000 

100 

Those who rear animals 

2,000 

100 

6. Trained soldiers 

500 

25 

The stafi of accountants and 
writers 

500 

25 

7. Elephant driver 

500 to 1,000 

25 to 30 


times of war, while Megasthenes definitely mentions the 
figures as applying to the standing army. The forces at the 

*• The equivalent in modem currency is a rough calculation on 
the basis of V. A. Smith's statement (Early History of Indta, p. 137, 
footnote) that the ‘Value of the silver (146 grains of impure 
silver) may be taken as about a shilling.** It is given solely to get an 
idea of the pay. It must be carefully noted that in a comparison of 
a modem budget with an ancient one, there are a host of other 
considerations to be calculated, e.g. the value of money, income of 
other kinds, etc. 
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time of hostilities wotdd therefore have been enormous, as 
they included the war troops also. 

We shall, however, consider the standing army only. 
Megasthenes observes that the entire force of men-at-arms, 
war horses, war elephants, etc., was maintained at the 
king’s e3q)ense.“ Kaufilya also writes that one of the items 
of expenditure was the maintenance of infantry, cavalry, 
chariots, and elephants.^ Arrian says that the soldiers 
received such liberal pay that they maintained others beside 
themselves and kept servants to attend upon them in camp.^ 
Kautilya gives (p. 195) details of the pay of the army 
from the commander-in-chief to the ordinary soldiers.®* 

It is not known whether the pay was annual or monthly. 
The probability is that it was annual. Assuming that a paija 
was equal to about a shilling and that the pay was what 
was actually paid, the total expenditure would amount to 
the following sum: 


Infantry . . . . 600,000 at £2^ each soldier = £15,000,000 

Cavalry 30,000 at £25 each soldier = 750,000 

Elephants . . . . 9,000 at £25 to £50 each = 337,500 

Charioteers . . . . 8,000 at £100 each = 800,000 

Total = £16,887,500 


Roughly this may be taken at £17,000,000. This c<ilculation 
omits the following items; 

1. The figures given by Megasthenes have been assumed to 

include officers also. 

2. Even on this assumption, we must remember that officers 

had higher pay. For instance, the chiefs, the commanders 
of infantry, cavalry, etc., were getting £4,000 and £2,000 
each. Their number is not known. Yet not only have they 
been included in the number given by Megasthenes, but 
their pay also has been assumed as equal to that of an 
ordinary soldier, i.e. £25. 

3. The figures show the pay of the combatants only. We have 

to consider the maintmance of the elephants, horses, 

•* Diodorus, ii, 41. »® Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6. 

Indtka, ch. xii. Also see Strabo, xv, i, 47. 

»* ArtA., Bk. V, ch. 3. 
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and other animals. According to Kaufilya the fl.nimsi.la 
were kept in the royal stables under royal care.** Strabo 
also says: “There are royal stables for the horses and 
elephants and also a royal magazine for the arms, because 
the soldier has to return his arms to the magazine, and his 
horse and his elephant to the stables.**** 

4. No allowance has been made for the expenses of the fleet. 

5. Further, it is known from Megasthenes that able and trust- 

worthy overseers and courtesans were employed for the 
inspection of the army.** In Arthaiastra also prostitutes, 
spies and inspectors are mentioned as employed in the 
army.** 

6. Lastly we have to add the expenditure on the armoury, the 

arsenal, and other similar departments. The armoury 
department is mentioned*’^ by the Mauryan mimster as 
being under a superintendent who employed wage-earners 
to manufacture weapons and instruments of warfare like 
mail armour, bows, arrows, moveable and immoveable 
machines, etc. Arsenals,** ornaments and other things for 
elephants, horses, and chariots are also mentioned in detail 
in the ArthaiSstra. For the manufacture of chariots a huge 
department was maintained empl03dng permanent as well 
as temporary hands and distributing pay in money and 
provisions.** Megasthenes confirms this statement. “But 
the armour-makers and shipbuilders receive wages and 
their victuals from the king, for whom alone they work.***® 

II. JUSTICE AND POLICE 

There is to-day little controversy about the expenditure on 
the administration of justice and the police. “The main- 
tenance of a judiciary is not merely a symbol of sovereignty, 
it is indispensable under the existing social organization."" 

** Arth,, Bk. II, chs. 30-3. ** Strabo, xv, i, 50. 

** Strabo, xv, i, 48. 

*• Arth,, Bk. V, ch. 3, SatrifataichSyudhtyUndm vlsyU,}^ k&ruktUilava}^’, 
Dai;^4<^vYiddhdicha jdniyub iai4chiUauchamatandrit&h, 

»» Arth., Bk. II, ch. 18. *» Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 9. 

*• Arth., Bk. II, ch. 33. 

*® Strabo, xv, i, 46. Kautilya mentions (Arth., Bk. II, ch. i) 
quarters for the civil officials Uke the prime ministo and the priest, 
but it is natural to expect quarters for soldiers which are mentioned 
in the MahdbhSrata (Sdntiparva, box, 54-5). It enumerates ^'arsenals, 
camps, and quarters for soldiers, trenches, etc.** This item of expendi- 
ture on military quarters should perhaps also be included. 

*1 Sixty Years of Indian Finance, p. 104. 
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In Mauryan times this judiciary appears to have been 
well organized. For every ten villages there "was a court, 
another — ^perhaps of appellate and wider jurisdiction — for 
every four hundred villages, and a third with greater 
powers for every eight hundred villages; in addition to 
inter-district courts, probably to settle disputes between 
districts as well as to deal with questions arising over 
the borders there were both civil and criminal courts 
are mentioned,** at the head of which was the king, the 
fountain of justice {dhartnapravartaka),*^ and final court 
of appeal. 

This close attention to the administration of justice is 
confinned by the statements of Megasthenes and the edicts 
of A§dka. The Greek ambassador mentions the existence of 
assessors and tribunals of justice.** He also says:*® “The 
Judges also decide cases in which foreigners are concerned, 
with the greatest care, and come down sharply on those 
who take imfair advantage of them." A^oka also makes 
mention of a well-established organization. In the Kalinga 
edicts the government officials are stated to have been in 
charge of justice also. According to Hultzch,*® the nagala 
vyavahdrikas mentioned in the first separate Jaugada edict 
were judicial officers of the cit}^’ and were comparable 
to the pauravyavaharikas mentioned in the Arthahastra. In 
the light of this evidence it is probable that, as Kautilya 
writes, there were about eighty courts in every drovAmUkha, 
presided over by judges who were salaried government 
servants. 

It is not certain as to what kind of police organization 
the Mauryas had. Three commissioners and three ministers, 

** Arth., Bk. II, ch. i ; Bk. I, cb. lo, Tatra dkarmopa^UUuddMn 
dharmasthfyakaiffakaiodtianishu stMpaylt. 

“ Arth., Bk. I, ch. i. ** Strabo, xv, i, 48. 

** Diodorus, ii, 42. Cor. Ins. Ind., i, 95. 

D. R. Bbandarkar, however, suggests {AiSka, p. 56) that the 
nagala vyavahUrika was a judge of district towns only, but of the 
status of a viceroy. 
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observes Kautilya,*^ "shall deal with measures to suj^ress 
disturbances to peace {kaf/talutkddhatuiin)" The commen- 
tator explains kaijtaka to mean artisans, and the succeeding 
passages in the chapter also indicate to the same effect. 
But in view of the verse" at the end of the chapter that 
traders, artisans, musicians, beggars, buffoons, and other 
idlers who were thieves in effect though not in name, should 
be restrained from oppression in the country, it is probable 
that the commissioners were doing police duty, as the term 
is now understood, and that their duty was not restricted 
to a particular class. Elsewhere*® we find that the detection 
of thieves and evil characters was done by the city super- 
intendent with his army of spies, and by a special commis- 
sioner {pradeshtri) assisted by gopas and sthanikas. 

Moreover, the chdrarajjuka^^ were police officers who 
were stationed in some parts of the country, and who were 
responsible for loss in their jurisdiction when there was no 
superintendent of pasture lands. These appear to be special 
police officers, because they were only in charge of some 
places only, and the ordinary police duty was performed 
by the city superintendent and the pradBshfri, with their 
subordinates in the city and in the coimtry respectively. 
The practice of the state being responsible through its 
officers for the loss of goods is advocated by early law- 
givers. Apastambha says" that the officers appointed to 
look after villages and towns must be made to pay what is 
stolen within their jurisdiction.” Likewise Gautama sa}^** 
that if the stolen property is not recovered the state shall 
pay its value out of the treasury. 

There were also jails maintained by the state. They are 
often referred to in the Arthaidstra.^ A^ka also in his edicts 

« Arth., Bk. IV. ch. i. 

** Svam choranachorikhySn vanikharuhasilaram 

BhxkshukSnkuhukathichanydn vHrayit di&a pidanOt. 

»» Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 6. Supra Appendix. 

•* Apastambha, ii, lo, a6, 8. " Gautama, x, 46-7. 

•« Arth., Bk. I, ch. 14; Bk. II. ch. 36; Bk. IV. ch. 9. 
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refers to prisoners and jails." The jails had superintendents 
and othet officers in charge of them." 

Thus the Mauiyan state appears to have had an organized 
judicial administration as well as a police department and 
jails. If Megasthenes’ statement" that the ancient Indians 
were extremely honest and that in the vast camp of Chandra- 
gupta the amount of thefts was 200 drachmae is true, then 
the expenditure to the state on the score of jails must have 
been very little. But the description of the judicature and 
the police as given by Kaufilya suggests that a considerable 
sum must have been spent on the departments. 

w fi.E. F; P£. V. »• Arth., Bk. IV, ch. 9. 

*’ Strabo, xv, i, 53-6. 



CHAPTER XVI 


FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 


The classification of villages — The unit of financial ad- 
ministration — ^The gopa and his duties — ^The sthdnika and 
the pradlsh^dra — ^The responsibility of the heads of depart- 
ments — ^The accountants — Retrenchment and economy — 
Punishment for defaults 


In every well-administered state there ought to be a well- 
organized and trustworthy financial machinery. In the 
Mauryan days there appears to have existed a good system 
of financial administration. 

The kingdom was divided into four parts, which comprised 
smaller divisions. These were further divided into villages, 
which were classified into three grades according to their 
importance,^ and were brought under one of the following 
heads:* 

1. Those that are exempted from taxation {pdriharika). 
These were probably completely free from taxation, con- 
tributing not even soldiers. 

2. Of those that paid taxes in some form: 

(a) some supplied soldiers in lieu of the ordinary taxes 
ifiyudhiya ) ; 

ip) others paid taxes in the form of grains, cattle, gold, or raw 
material; 

(c) still others contributed free labour and dairy produce. 

The unit of financial administration was a group of five 
or ten villages,® and every such unit was under the charge 
of the gopa, who looked after the accounts as ordered by 

1 Arth., Bk. II, ch. 3. * Ibid. 

* Ibid. Compare the daiagrdmikas mentioned in Ep. Ind., iv, 
no. 34. Also the daiddhyahshas, iatddhyakshas, and di&ddhyakshas 
referr^ to in iii, 8-io. Also Manu, vii, 115. 
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the collector-general.^ The gdpa appears to have been a 
maid-of-all-work and his duties were manifold. He 

(a) numbered fields and classified them as cultivated wet-lands, 
gardens, plains, forests, irrigation works, and so forth, and 
(5) fixed the boundaries of villages, fields, forests, and roads; 

{c) registered gifts, sales, charities, and remission of taxes 
regarding fields; 

(d) classified houses as tax-paying and non-tax pa3dng; 

(e) registered the number of inhabitants of all castes in each 

village (i.e. the duty of a census register) ; 

(/) kept an account of the number of cultivators, cowherds, 
merchants, artisans, labourers, and slaves, and bipeds 
and quadrupeds; 

(g) fixed the amount of free labour tolls and other duties, gold 
and fines that could be collected from each village; and 
(A) kept an account of the number of young and old men, 
their history, occupation, income, and expenditure. 

Superior to the gdpa was the sthanika or district officer, 
who attended to the accounts of the district. This person 
appears to have been a revenue official only, while the 
rdshframukhya^ was probably a political officer. Neither the 
gopa nor the sthanika was empowered to collect the tax known 
as bali.^ The collection of this tax, as well as of arrears of 
revenue and the inspection of the work of the gopa and 
the sthdnikas, were undertaken by special commissioners 
{pradishfara), who were appointed by the collector-general. 

According to F. W. Thomas,’ the pradishfara was 
identical with the pradskika of the edicts of A^ka, and 
this official was charged with the executive duties of revenue 
collection and police. Kautilya gives the impression that 
this officer was a kind of government auditor in addition to 
being in charge of collecting certain kinds of revenue and 
superintending the work of the gopa and the sth&nika. He 
checked the affairs of other departments also. 

At the head of the finance department (coimtry branch) 
was the collector-general.® 

« Arth., Bk. IX, ch. 3. » Ibid. • Supra, p. 118. 

» JJt.A.S., 1914. PP- 395 S.; 1915. P- Supra, p. 165. 

* Compare Sukranlti, ii, 204 fi. 
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The gopa and sthdnika were found in the cities also. The 
former kept accounts of ten, twenty, or forty households. 
His duties were, as in the country, those of recording the 
caste, occupation, and other details of the people, and of 
ascertaining their income and expenditure. The sthanika 
who had charge of the city had the same functions as his 
rural colleague.* At the head of these was the city super- 
intendent and the customs officer under the control of the 
collector-general. 

The final authority in the matter of finance, as in every- 
thing else, was the king , one of whose daily duties was to 
attend to the accounts of receipts and e3q)enditure.“ This 
may have been purely formal so far as the details were 
concerned, as it is impossible for any person, however able, 
to look into details. The king perhaps superintended the 
general policy. 

As for the expenditure of public revenue, the depart- 
mental officers appear to have been primarily responsible. 
The chief officer of each department thoroughly scrutinized 
the real amount of the work done, the receipts and the 
expenditme relating to his department, both in detail and 
in the aggregate.^ Every department had its own accountant, 
treasurer, and others,^* and each minister was responsible 
for the finances of his department. "When employed as a 
minister,” observes Kautilya,“ "he (the coiirtier) shall show 
the net revenue that remains after all kinds of e:q)enditure 
are met with.” This indicates individual responsibility. But 
the ministers were to present their accounts together,^ and 

* Arth., Bk. II, ch. 36. It is probable that the sthSnika was only 
the revenue officer, while the nUgarika, who was his superior, had 
other functions as well. 

^0 Arth., Bk. I, ch. 19. Compare Y&jHavalkya, i, 13, 327. 

^ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 9, TasmSdasya yd yasmmnadhiharaifi 
iSsansatha^ sa tasya harmaifd ySthStathytlmSyavyayau cha vyBsasa- 
mttsabhySmSchakshita. 

“ Ibid. 

” Arth., Bk. V, ch. 5, Niyujitafi karmasu vyayamiuddhatmidc^atfi 
dariaylt. Arth., Bk. II, ch. 7. 
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this was perhaps in order to make an economic and wise 
minister an example to others. The ministers were chosen 
from among the courtiers noted for their great ability and 
trust,"* and yet they were checked by the ldng.“ 

The heads of departments and the ministers were assisted 
by accountants. When the accountants submitted accounts 
they were not permitted to mix with one another, lest there 
be confusion of accounts.^'' Irregular and untimely accoun- 
tants were punished. Their superintendent had to receive 
and check the accounts of the clerks, and if he failed in his 
duty he was punished.“ Thus the system of checks was weU 
developed, and at the head of all was the Idng himself. 

Retrenchment and economy also appear to have been 
familiar to the Mauryan financiers. Kautilya directs that 
the service of some government servants should be dispensed 
with when not conducive to financial prosperity.^* Economy 
was practised through a system of rewards and punishments. 
The rewards took various forms. One of them was that 
temporary hands in the departments were made permanent 
if the officials worked loyally and well.*® Money rewards 
were also given. For example, when the superintendent of a 
department increased the net revenue, either by increasing 
the receipts or by decreasing the expenditure, he was 
rewarded eight times the increase.** Promotions were also 
made.** 

Punishments were not equally heavy. The Mauryan 
financiers recognized that “just as it is impossible not to 

** Arfk., Bk. II, ch. 9; Bk. I, dis. 8, 9, and 10. Compare Sukraniti, 
ii, 220 ff. 

“ Arth., Bk. I, ch. 19. ” Arth.. Bk. II, ch. 7. 

» Ibid. 

“ Arth., Bk. II, ch. 9: 

Na bhakshayaMi yi thvarthS,if,nyayatd vardhayanti cha. 

NityOdhikttrtt^ kSrydsie rajHaff priyahitlraid^, 

-Ibid. 

Arth., Bk. II, di. 7, YachchdgrdddyasySntaravar^ nfvyd var- 
dhita, vyayasya viyatpanhdpayit, tadashfaguvamadkyaksham dSpaylt. 

- Arth.. Bk. II, ch. 9. 
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taste the honey or poison that finds itself on the tip of the 
tongue, so it is impossible for a government servant not to 
eat up, at least, a bit of the king’s revenue.”*® The conduct 
of all employees of the state was therefore watched by spies. 
Espionage was made complete use of in all its forms. When 
the guilty officers were found out, their ill-earned hoards 
were confiscated and they were transferred to other depart- 
ments.** Fines were imposed for loss of revenue or increase 
of expenditure.** 

The accounts were submitted at the close of the month 
of Asha(Jha,*® which marked the end of the financial year. 
On the new year’s day the accounts were carefully audited 
and revenue and expenditure items were examined in detail, 
and the surplus also was scrutinized.** 

This system of financial administration indicates the 
highly organized system of government existing in India 
long before the Christian era. 

Kautilya mentions some checks to expenditure.** The first 
of them is investment of capital. This perhaps means that 
if money is invested it is locked up, and so will not be 
available to be spent and so checks expenditure. The second 
check is “relics of a wretched undertaking.” This perhaps 
means that the failure of an undertaking prevents the state 

•* Arth,, Bk. II, ch. 9: 

Yath& hydndsvddayitufjt na iakyam, 

Jthv&talastham madhu vH visham vd 
Arthastathd hyarthachar^a rdjiiali, 
Svalpdpyandsvddayxtun^ na kahydfi, 

Ihxdr, 

Asfdvayechchopachiidn viparyasyichcha karmasu, 

Yathd na bhakshayantyartham bhaksitant nirvamanti vd, 

« Arth., Bk. II, ch. 7. Ibid. ” Ibid. 

" Arth., Bk. II, ch. 6, VikskBpavyddhitdntardrantbhaiishaicha 
vyayapratyayalt. Jolly [op. at., vol. ii, p. 18) translates this passage 
as follows: ^'Investment, an undertaking naturally weak, and the 
balance of an outlay, are heads of expenditure." This translation 
appears incorrect. It is difficult to understand how the balance 
of an outlay can be an item of expenditure. 
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from spending any more on such dangerous undertakings, 
and expenditure on such enterprises is therefore checked. 
The third check is “savings from an estimated outlay.” 
Whatever sum of money is allotted for some purpose 
and it is more than is actually required, the next time 
when money is given for the same purpose the amount 
which was actually required the previous time and the 
savings therefore act as a check on the sanction of that 
amount of extra money. 
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agrahdra, settlement, 60 n 25 
agrahdrtka, officer, 60 w 25 
Agriculture, department of, 127, 
165; expenditure on, 189; per- 
manent agricultural improve- 
ments exempted from en- 
hanced assessments, 150 n 15 
Ain-i-Akhart, work, 14 
Afivikas, ascetics, 173; poll tax 
on, 100 

Ajmer, incidence of land revenue 
in, 70 n 68 

akaraddh, tax-free lands, 43 
akaraddyi, taxes, 44 
Akbar, Moghul emperor, 14 
Alexander the Great, revenue in 
the time of, 68; wealth of 
Taxila within fifty years after 
the death of, 135; use of the 
Indian navy by, 190 


amdtyas, civil officers, 165 n 16 
American Commonwealths, poll 
tax in, 99; loans in the states, 

137 

Amoghavarsha I, Rashtrakuta 
king — record of, 144 n 37 
afigula, a measure, 47 
anlkastha, Sohrabji on, 177 w 44 
animals, tax on, 22, 1 1 1 
antrvdhya, articles — Sohrabji on, 
84«45 

anjana, metal, 125 
ansartum, Roman tax, 80 
aniahpuram, harem — Expendi- 

ture head, 158 

antapdla, boundary officer, 77, 83 
Anticipatory revenue, Revenue 
head, 35 

anyajdta (Accidental), Revenue 
head, 34 

apamityaka, grain loan, 131, 183 
Apastambha, on exemptions 
from taxation, 150; on village 
officers, 199 

Apte, on occupations, 28 w 13 
Aputrakam, property with no 
direct heir, 130 
Arabia, trade centre, 77 
drdma, groves — expenditure on, 

173 

aranya, forests — classification of 
land, 64 n 40 

ardhasitikas, inducement to 
farmers, 127 n 47 
arishfa, white liquor — ^licence fee 
on, 95 

Armoury, department of, 164 
Army pay, 195 

Arrian, on taxes on herdsmen, 
iii; on herds as a source of 
revenue, 132; on Mauiyan 
administration, 163, 164; on 
Army, 193, 194 ^ 26 
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Afthahastra, of Kautilya — as a 
source, 13; date of, 13, 14; 
describing Mauryan Polity, 
etc., 14, 15; on kinds of 

revenue, 32; on Revenue heads, 
34 w 39; revenue terms in, 37; 
on kara, 41, 46; on house tax, 
41; on rajju, 46, 47; on owner- 
ship of land, 52, 53, 54; on 
state-landlordism, 58; on pri- 
vate ownership, 59 ; on restric- 
tion of the right of alienation, 
62; on water cess, 71, 72; on 
spies, 76; on customs duty, 81 ; 
on free labour, 107 ; hah in the, 
1 18; on klripta, 119; on mcome 
from mines, 122; ocean traffic 
mentioned in the, 126 « 38; on 
causes of financial trouble, 
137; on Mauryan admimstra- 
tion, 163; mention of yuktas 
and upayuktas in, 165 n 15; 
mentiomng civil employees, 
165 » 16; reference to famines 
in the, 183; reference to the 
mihtary in the, 193, 194, 195, 
197; on judicial officers, 198; 
on jails, 199 

Arthuna, inscription at, 41 

artisan class, an occupation, 
29W13; exempt from taxes, 
151 ; maintenance to, 151 

Aryan peoples, 59 

Ashadha, financial year ending 
with, 205 

A66ka, Maurya emperor — edicts 
of, as source, 13 ; officials in the 
inscriptions of, 46, 165; rajju- 
kas under, 47, 65; independent 
countries in the time of, 76; 
reference to samdjas by, 95 
ni3; mention of bah in the 
edicts of, 1 18 ; wealth of Taxila 
at the accession of, 135 ; bene- 
volent despotism of, 157; re- 
ference to beneficial expendi- 
ture in the edicts of, 157 ; refer- 


ence to provinces in the edicts 
of, 163; mention of administra- 
tions in the edicts of, 164; 
Kmg*s tours in the days of, 
168, 174; harem of, 170; kit- 
chen of, 170; religious interest 
of, 172; erection of temples, 
stupas, etc., by, 173, 174; 
reference to feasts in the edicts 
of, 175; ecclesiastical expen- 
diture of the predecessors of, 
176; medical relief under, 177; 
humanitarian works of the 
second queen of, 178; lake 
Sudar^ana improved under, 
186; military preparedness of, 
190 n I ; navy of, 191 ; admin- 
istration of justice by, 198; 
reference to jails and prisoners 
in the edicts of, 199; pra- 
dihka officers under, 202 
Assessments, Revenue head, 35 
asvdmxha, a kind of wealth, 
33 W37 

Atharva Veda, on units of mea- 
surement, 64 n 40; ^ulka men- 
tioned in the, 77 n 15 
Athenian, poll tax, 99; income 
tax, loi; hturgiae, 105 
Athens, compared with Mauryan 
state, 15; as a private capi- 
talist, 40; gate duty in, 82; 
tax on persons practising their 
arts in, 94 w 5 ; poll tax in, 99, 
100; income tax in, 102; sales 
tax in, 107, 108; voluntary 
contributions in, 143 n 35; 
methods of raising revenue in 
145 «46; pubhc festivals in, 
175 w 69; relief work in, 179 
dtithyam, foreign articles — a divi- 
sion of merchandise, 76, 78 
ahvdlrikam, carriage cess, 92, 103 
atyaya, special fine in minmg, 123 
aupantdhtka, deposits, 33 n 37 
aupaydmkatn, presents — ^Reve- 
nue head, 34, 113, 130 
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Australia, land tax in, 70 
Austria, octroi duties in some 
towns of, 81 

auttamanj^ika, loans, 33 n 37, 136 
avarddhana, of AS 5 ka, 170 
dyatikshamaip, remission on 
foreign goods, 82 ; trade taxes, 

III 

dyudhdgdram, armoury — Expen- 
diture head, 158 

ayudhiya, viUages suppl3nng 
soldiers in lieu of taxes, 201 
ayuktadafi(j^ah, fines on govern- 
ment servants — Revenue head, 
34 

B 

Baden-Powell, on amount of 
revenue, 68; on land and irri- 
gation — ^revenue, 74 
bdhirikas, foreigners — ^tax on, 29, 
99, 100 

bdhu, measure, 47 
bdhyam, external articles — a divi- 
sion of merchandise, 76, 78 
bah, tax or tributes, 29, 43, 44, 
202; a source of income, 116, 
117, 118 

Bana, description of palace 
grounds by, 180 « 26 
Bankarpur inscnption — ^mention 
of house tax in, 40 
Banner jea, P. N , on durgam, 
27 W2; on setu, 30 W26; on 
uraja, 31 «29; on ownership 
of land, 52 « 3 ; on pdriva tax, 
103 n 18 

Bannerjea, R. D , on Chaurod- 
dhararj^a, 49 

Barabar Hills, caves in, 173 
Barbara, pearls from, 76 
barbers, occupation, 29 w 13 
Bardasanes, Greek — on general 
exemptions of Brahmans from 
tax, 15 1 ; on the ruins of 
temples in Somanacons, 174 


Barnett, L. D., on Karadhanarn, 
45 w 51; on provision villages, 
166 n 24 

Barygaza, trade centre, 77 
Bastable on octrois in Europe, 
81; on gate duty, 81; on 
public relief, 179; on education 
as a head of expenditure, 180 
batigula, ordinance of — ^regarding 
prostitutes, 102 

Baudhayana, on amount of reve- 
nue, 69; on customs duties, 80 
Benefit, a canon of expenditure, 
156 

Berar, incidence of land revenue 
in, 70 n 68 

Bhadrabahu, Jain saint — ^migra- 
tion of, 18 1 

Bhadrapada, collection of bah 
tax in the month of, 46, 117 
bhddrapadtka, tax collected m 
the month of Bhadrapada, 42 
bhdga, item of revenue, 29, 32, 43, 
44, 45 W51, 48, 97^25; in 
land, 42, 59, 65, 127; as tax, 
55i 1031 in imnes, 123 
bhdgabhoga, ^royalties, 148; see 
also royalty 

bhdgavibhdga, share, 97 n 25 
Bhandarkar, D. R , on yuktas 
and upayuktas, 165 n 15; on 
Anoka's harem, 170; on nagala 
vyavahdrika, 198 n 47 
Bhattaswami, on ndgartka, 28 
«5; on parigha, 32 W35; on 
vdsaidika and bhadrapadiha, 
42; on state-proprietorship of 
land, 53, 57; on kulka, 77 n 15, 
80; on concession to foreign 
goods, 82; on pdriva tax, 103 
ni8 ; on manufacture of liquors, 
95 ^ 15 ; on bhdgavibhdga, 

97 w 25 ; on utsaihga (forced 
benevolences), 113; on bah, 
1 16, 1 17; on pi^t^^kara tax, 
1 19 w 13 1 ; on rupika charge on 
coins, 125 «35; on hire for 
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government boats, 126 n^o\ 
on svabhumi, 126 n 42; on 
compensations for damage to 
crops, 131 n 16 

bhdga, kind of revenue, 44, 45 

«5i 

bhritya, class of troops, 192 
n 17 

bhuiulkam, tax, 40 n 25 and 
26 

Bijapur, inscription at — ^men- 
tioning gambling tax, 115 
n 91 

Bindusara, Mauiya emperor — 
famine in the reign of, 182 

Boeckh, on harbour dues, 80; 
on income tax on prostitutes 
in Athens, 102; on Athenian 
htufgtae, 105; on revenue- 
raising methods in Athens, 

145 ^ 46 

Bombay, permanent agricultural 
improvements exempted from 
enhanced assessments in, 150 
n 15 

brahmadeya, gift lands, 43, 59, 
60, 148, 150, 172, 175, 179 

Brahmans, exempted from taxes, 

147. 150, 151 

brassage, on minted coins, 124, 

125 

bridge toll, in the Frankish 
kingdom, 89 

British India, state ownership 
of land in, 64; survey of land 
in, 64; revenue burden in, 
compared with Mauryan, 71; 
water rates in, 74; customs 
duties in, compart with Mau- 
ryan octrois, 85, 86, 87, 88; 
excise revenue in, 95 ; salt 
revenue in, 97; factories in, 
1 21; exemptions from assess- 
ments in, 150; famine relief in, 
183; large army in, 190 

British Isles, loans in, 137 

Broach, trade centre, 77 


Buddhist travellers, on beneficial 
expenditure, 157 
budget, in ancient India, 134, 158 
buffoons, licence fees on, 94; 

income tax on, loi 
Bfihler, on kara, 45; on owner- 
ship of land, 53 w 7 ; on iulka, 
97W 15 

Burnell, on ownership of land, 
53^7 

Byzantine, general sales tax in, 
108 

Byzantium, tax on exhibitors in, 
94 « 5 


Canada, sales tax in, 108 
canons, of taxation, 23, 24, 25, 
26; of expenditure, 156, 157 
capitation tax, 100 n 7 
carpenters, occupation, 29 n 13 
carriage cess, 103 
Central Provinces, incidence of 
land revenue in, 70 n 68 
Ceylon, A^6ka*s relation with,i9i 
Chakrapalita, Surashtra gover- 
nor— ^udar^na lake repaired 
by, 186 

Chammak copperplate, mention 
of akaraddyt in, 44; mention of 
taxes on small purchases in, 108 
Chai;>akya, on canon of conveni- 
ence, 23; on state, 137; see also 
Kautilya 

Chandragupta, Maurya emperor 
— ^religious expenditure in the 
days of, 173; famine in the 
reign of, 181, 182; migration 
of, 181, 182; Sudar^a lake 
constructed under, 186; amount 
of theft in the camp of, 200 
Chandragupta II, Gupta king — 
charities of, to a vthdra, 174 
n 62 

Chariots, department of, 165 
charities, expenditure on, 174 
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ChaUamangala divase, Parosal 
festival — presents to the King 
during, 130 n 9 

chauroddharafia, item of revenue, 
49 . 50 

chaurdddharanikas, officers, 49, 
50 

China, fabrics from, 76 
Chola, dynasty — Apvtkas taxed 
under, 100 

chorarajju, police tax, 30, 37, 46, 

48, 50, 1 18 

chorarajjukas, police officers, 48, 

49 . 50. 199 

City-Superintendent (ndganka). 
Revenue head, 28 
Civil administration or civil ex- 
penditure, a head of public 
expenditure, 159, 160, 161, 
163. 169 

Clitarchus, mentioning Indian 
salt mines, 96 n 20 
cobblers, occupation, 29 ni3 
Cohn, Prof., on toll, 76 n 5 ; on 
kinds of toll in the Frankish 
kingdom, 89 

coins, revenue from the minting 
of, 124, 125 

Commerce, department of, 164, 
expenditure on commercial 
functions, 160; construction of 
commercial roads, 138 
Compensations, Revenue head, 
36, 63; duty on salt, 98; in 
mining, 123; for damage to 
crops, 131 

Compulsory, Revenue head, 35 
Confiscation, Revenue head, 35 
consumers tax, 97, 98; exemp- 
tion from, 98 

contractual public properties. 
Revenue head, 35 
contributions, item of revenue, 
44; volunt^, 139. 143 
Country parts, Revenue head, 
103 ; see also rdshfra 
Cows, department of, 165 


Crown lands. Revenue head, 36, 
51. 58. 59. 126, 127, 148; 
water cess in, 71 
crown rent, same as land revenue, 
67 

cultivators, demands on— during 
financial stress, 139, 140, 141 
Cunningham, on the wealth of 
Taxila, 135 

current {Vartamdnah), a classi- 
fication of revenue, 33 n 37 
customary duty, 148; see also 
iulka 

customs duties, 22, 26, 27, 75, 
76, 78, 80, 8i, 97, 1 16; Reve- 
nue head, 36 

D 

damaragatasvam, property of a 
pohtical absconder, 34 n 41,130 
damaragatasyamaputrakam, un- 
claimed property — Revenue 
head, 34 

Damodarpur copperplate, men- 
tion of vdstu in, 39 
danagahe, charitable hostel, 178 
dancers, licence fees on, 94; in- 
come tax on, loi, 102 
danda, a measure, 47; see also 
fines 

daiddhyakshas, officers, 202 n 3 
dahagramxkas, officers, 201 n 3 
Daiaratha, Anoka’s son— dedica- 
tion of caves by, 173 
David A. Wells, on general sales 
tax, 109 

Debt Service, head of public 
expenditure, 161 
Deccan, incidence of land reve- 
nue in, 70 n 68 

Defence, head of public expendi- 
ture, 160, 161 

deposit, of surplus revenue on 
interest, 137 

Derivative revenue. Revenue 
head, 35 
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^i&dhyakshas, officers, 201 n 3 
DevWnamprxya PriyadarH, Aioka 
— ^kitchen of, 170 
divapitftpujiid&n&rtham svasttvS- 
chanam, chanting of hymns — 
Expenditure head, 158 
dBvatddhyaksha, superintendent 
of gods — ^revenue from, 29 
Developmental functions. Expen- 
diture head, 160 
dhamma, see dharma 
dhanas, a measure, 47 
dhanva, waste — a classification of 
land, 64 n 40 

dharma or dhamma, A^ka's 
propagation of, 173, 175 
Dharma sutras, mention of iulka 
in the, 77 n 15 

Dharma - Mahdmdtras, rehgious 
officers, 173 

dharma-yatras, royal tours of 
morality, 174 

Dharmapaladfiva, king — ^inscrip- 
tion of, mentioning kara, 45 
dharmapravartaka, king called as, 
198 

Dhava}a of Hastiku^di, gambler, 
115 «9i 

Dhruvasena I, king — ^inscription 
of, mentioning karada, 46; 
mentioning infantry, 192 n 17 
Diodorus, reference to land rent 
in, 53 « 5. 54» 55 ; to non-crown 
lands, 56 

Dion Chrysostom, on irrigation, 
188 n 19 

Direct revenue. Revenue head, 
35 ; direct taxes, 99 n 4 
Domesday Book, land survey in, 

65 

Dominions, religious expenditure 
in, 172 w 47 

double ownership of land, 62 
n 34; of mines in Ancient 
Greece, 62 n 34 

double taxation, on foreign com- 
modities, 82 


Dowell, on Roman taxes, 22 
dramatists, tax on, 141 
droi^amukhas, subdivisions of 
provinces, 164, 198 
durga or durgarn, vdstuka revenue 
under, 27, 37 

dutaprSvartimam, messengers — 
expenditure head, 158 
dvdrddeya, gate dues, 81 
dyutddhyahsha, superintendent 
for gambling, 114 


Ecclesiastical, head of expendi- 
ture, 159, 172 

Economy, canon of — expen- 
diture, 156, 157 

Education, Expenditure head, 
I 59 > 179, 180 
edulia, Roman tax, 80 
Egypt, land survey in, 65, 
73 n 82, 187; curative arrange- 
ments in, 177 

Ekbatana, palace in — compared 
withMauryan, 170 
Elephants, department of, 165; 

revenue from forests, 31 
Ely and Wicker, on differing 
classifications of public reve- 
nue, 34 n 42 

Eminent domain, expropriation — 
Revenue head, 35 
England, Inhabited House Duty 
in, 40, 1 12; poll taxes in, 99; 
charge for coinage in, 125; 
financial shock in, 139; in- 
ducement to additional crops 
in, 141 ; gift of war bonds, etc., 
to the government of, 142 
w 35 ; poor relief m, 179 
espionage, orgamzation of, 166, 
205; system of, checking ex- 
penditure, 157 

Europe, special privileges in 
29 n 13; octrois in, 81; source 
of income from licences, etc. 
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in, 94 n 9; gambling-houses in, 
1 15; religious expenditure in, 
172 n 47; municipal taxation 
in, 75, 76; financial chaos in 
the states of, 139 
excess profits tax, 34, 102; see 
also pdriva 

Exchange, Revenue head, 36 
Excise, Revenue head, 36; duties, 
26, 75, 97 1 revenue from, 93, 95 
exhibitions, duties on, 94 
Expenditure, principle guiding, 
I55» 156; canons of, 156, 157; 
heads of, 155, 158, 163; civil, 
163, 166; daily expenditure, 
160; on dependents of those 
who die on duty, 168; on 
political department, 166; pro- 
fitable expenditure, 160; ex- 
penditure on construction of 
dramas, 173; on royal tours 
and charities, 174; on public 
feasts (samdjas), 175; on Mili- 
tary, Justice and Police, 190 
export duties, 78, 79 


F 

Factories, 121 

Fahien, Chinese traveller — ^men- 
tioning registration of families, 
100 «7; on monasteries, 173; 
mentionmg free hospital, 177; 
on humamtarian works, 178 

Famine Commission, 186, 188; 
calculations of, on land reve- 
nue, 70 n 68 

famine rehef, 66, 138; expendi- 
ture, 181 

Fees, Revenue head, 35; for 
supply of water, etc., in 
gambling, 114; for passport, 
132 

ferry, dues, tolls or charges, 
32 n 5, 90, 91, 92, 103; exemp- 
tion from, 91 
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Fick, reference to rajjukas by, 
47^63 

fifth class, occupation, 29 n 13 
Financial, administration, 201 ; 
difficulties — revenue during, 
134, 136, 139, 140; causes of 
financial troubles, 137 
Fines {daiit^a), 27, 29 n 13, 32, 40, 
41, 132, 133, 205; Revenue 
head, 33 1137, 35; on excess 
profits, 103; for gambling, 114; 
in mining, 123 

Fleet, on the date of the Artha- 
idstra, 13; on Vaishamya, 181 
n y>\ on capitation tax, 100 
n 7 ; on the date of a Sravana 
Be]agola inscription, 18 1 31 

foot-passenger toll, in the Frank- 
ish kingdom, 89 

forbidden articles, importation 
of, 78. 79, 83 

forced benevolences (utsa'kga), 

forctcarium, Roman tax, 80 
Forests, head of revenue, 36, 
120, 121; department of, 164; 
kinds of, 31 

France, octroi duties in, 81; 
general sales tax in, 108, 110; 
inducement to additional crops 
in, 1 41 ; expenditure on religion 
in, 172 w 47 
franchises, 29 n 13 
Frankish kingdom, kinds of toll 
in the, 89 
free labour, 41 

French colonies, taxes on weights 
and measures in, 28 tt 4 
Funchal (Medeira) Casinos at, 
open for gambling, 116 


G 

gambling, commissions on trans- 
actions in, 114, 115, 116; tax 
on, 41 W30, 114, 115 
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game forests, revenue from, 31 
Ga^apari S&stri, on the date of 
the Arthaiiisira, 13 n 5; on 
canon of convenience, 23 n 16; 
on canon of economy, 23 n 17; 
on revenue from ghee, 28 m 8; 
on revenue from sugar, 28 n 9; 
on revenue from towns, 29 
n 20; on sSiu, 30 m 26; on 
mulya, 32 n32; on pangha, 
32 W35; on vOstuka, 37; on 
kara, 42; on raj jus , 46; on 
chdrarajju, 48; on state-land- 
lordism, 58 « i6; on private 
ownership of land, 61 n 28 ; on 
hali, 1 18; on pti^4^kara tax, 
119 n 130; on ruptka charge on 
coins, 125 W35; on hire for 
the king's boats, 126 « 40; on 
svabhumt, 127 1142; on classi- 
fication of expenditure, 159 
n 15 

Ganesaghad plate, mention of 
infantry in, 192 n 17 
Ganges, river — ^wealth of the 
Nandas hidden in the waters 
of the, 135 

gate dues, 81; duty in Athens, 
82; a table for gate dues and 
octroi duties, 88, 89 
Gautama, on amount of revenue, 
69; on labour tax, 106; on 
treasure trove, 129; on stolen 
property, 199 

Gaya copperplate, 44, 60 n 26 
general sales tax, 107, 108, 109, 
no 

German conscription, gratuitous 
public service in, 105 
Germany, general sales tax in, 
108; forests as a source of 
income in, 120; inducement to 
grow additional crops in, 141 ; 
poor relief in, 179 
ghfita, ghee — ^revenue from, 28 
gift lands (brahmadiya), 59, 60; 
see also brahmadiya 


Gifts, Revenue head, 35 
Gim§r, inscription at, 44, 106, 
107, 135 n 7, 163, 186; king's 
treasury mentioned in the 
inscription at, 135 n 7; lake 
Sudar^ana mentioned in the 
inscription at, 186 
Goldsmiths, department of, 164 
gdfnatid^lafn, herds of cows — 
Expenditure head, 159 
gopas, ofiicers, 64, 67, 100 n 7, 
1 1 8, 199, 201, 202, 203; en- 
dowments to, 147, 166; duties 
of, 202, 203 
goruta, a measure, 47 
Government undertakings. Reve- 
nue head, 36, 120; expenditure 
on, 161, 162, 185, 188 
gramapaSf officers, 67 
Gratuities, Revenue head, 35 
Great Britain, taxes in, 70 « 69; 
expenditure on religion in, 
172 n 47 

Greece, ancient — ^harbour dues 
in, 80; forests as a source 
of income in, 120; borrowing 
from and confiscation of sacrec 
property in, 145 
Greek accounts — as a source fo 
the Mauryan period, 13, 14 
on private ownership of land 
59; on survey of land, 64; 01 
payment of land revenue, 65 
on amount of revenue, 68; o] 
getting revenue out of sacre< 
property, 144, 145 n 44; on ex 
emptions from taxation, 151 
on Mauryan administratioi 
163; on Chandragupta's palac 
170; on the fertihty of th 
soil, 188; on combatants in tt 
army, 192 

Greek history — period of, 15 
Greek kingdoms — ^medical reli< 
in the, 178 

Gjrtha vSstuka, rules for constru* 
tion of houses, 38 



INDEX 


221 


H 

haimana, winter crops, 127 
Haradatta, on iulka, 78 n 15 
harbour dues or tolls, 80, 
92 ; in the Frankish kingdom, 

89 

Harem, Expenditure head, 169, 
170 

Harsha, king — administrative 

tours of, 168, 169 
Harsha Chanta, work — descrip- 
tion of palace grounds in, 
180 n 26 

hastapravartimamt irrigation by 
manual labour, 72 
hashvanam, elephant forests, 
120 

heirless property, an item of 
revenue, 130 

Hemachandra Ray Chandari, on 
the date of the Arthakastra, 
13^5 

heralds, income tax on, loi 
herds {Uraja), a source of reve- 
nue, 132 

herdsmen, taxes on, iii; allow- 
ance to, 168; demands on, 
during financial stress, 139, 
142 

hermits, revenue from, 148 w 5 
Hildebrandt, on the date of the 
Arthakastra, 13 

Hippias, Greek tyrant — mea- 
sures of, to obtain money, 145 
n 46 

hirat^ya, gold, 44; tributes in, 
45 «5i 

Hopkins, on taxation, 20 « 4 
and 5; on a passage regarding 
ownership of land, 53 w 7 
Horses, department of, 165 
Hottur, inscription at, 40 
house tax, an item of revenue, 
40, 41, 1 12 

Huen Tsiang, Chinese traveller — 
on building ruins, 174 


I Hultzch, on chorarajju, 48, 50; 
on prddlkxkas, 165 ni^; on 
kriifithala, 192 n 17; on nagala 
uyavah&rtkas, 198 
hunters, taxes on, iii; allow- 
ance to, 168 


I 

Imayavaramban Nedemkerala- 
than, king — chanties of, 175 
import duties, 76 n 5, 78, 79 
imports, 22, 80 

Income tax. Revenue head, 22, 
26, 35, loi ; collection of, 
102 

increment value land tax, an 
item of revenue, 112 
indemnities, head of revenue, 35 
India, ancient — amount of 
Mauryan revenue compared 
with modem, 70; foreign trade 
in, 77; poll taxes in, 100; 
labour tax in, 105, 106; exemp- 
tions from taxation in, 147, 148 ; 
budget in, 158; grant of lands 
in,* 166; king’s tours in, 168; 
construction and maintenance 
of roads in, 169; organization 
of Mauryan medical relief in, 
177; humanitarian works in, 
178; irrigation in, 187; Indian 
navy, 190, 191 

India, modem — ^land and irriga- 
tion revenue in, 74; amount of 
revenue compart with the 
Mauryan, 70; salt duty in, 96; 
absence of poor relief in, 179; 
see also British India 
indirect revenue, head of reve- 
nue, 36 

Infantry, department of, 165 
Inhabited House Duty, in Eng- 
land, 40, 1 12 

Interest, Revenue head, 36, 131, 

137 
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Ipticrates, advising the Athenian 
assembly on obtaining money, 
145 n 46 

Irrigation, Revenue head, 36, 71, 
74; cess {udakabhSga) 55; 
amount of cess, 69; construc- 
tion of works, 138; govern- 
ment undertaking of works, 
184, 185, 186, 187; private 
undertaking of works, 187 

Isila, A^kan town — administra- 
tion of, 164 

Isocrates, on tax on exhibitions, 
74 « 5 

Italy, octroi duties in, 81; gate 
duty in, 82 

itara, i.e, non-terrestrial head of 
revenue, 33 «37 


j 

Jacobi, on the date of the Artha- 
iSstra, 13 

jSghirs, exempt from revenue, 

147. 150 

James Wilson, finance minister 
— on Finance, 19 

Japan, land tax in, 70 

jatakas, 39, 118, 178; bali in the, 
1 16, 1 18; humanitarian works 
mentioned in the, 178 

Jayanta, MaharSja — ^inscription 
of, 148 

Jayaswal, K. P., against state- 
landlordism, 52; on private 
ownership of land, 57, 59, 62; 
on forbidden articles, 83 n 45, 
84 

Jolly, on the date of the Artha- 
rostra, 13, 14; on canon of 
convenience, 23 n 16; on canon 
of economy, 23 W17; on 
nUgarika, 28 n 5; on datnara- 
gatasvam, 34 M41; on vydjt, 
32 n 34, 125 n 35; on parigha, 
32 ^35; on paraprachdra. 


34 «38; on pHritriif^ikam, 34 
n4o; on situhandhah, 37; on 
vdstuka, 38; on rajju, 46; on 
chdrarajju, 48; on ownership 
of land, 53 n 7 ; on state-land- 
lordism, 58 ni6; on import 
and export duties, 81 n29; 
on bah, 116; on rupika, 125 
>^35; on nauhdpakam, 126 
^41; on svabhumt, 127 W42; 
on piti^ovisham, 169 n35; on 
expenditure heads, 205 
Jugera, taxes on, 65 n 43 
jugglers, income tax on, 101 
Justice, expenditure on, 197 


K 

Kakanadabota, vihdra at, 174 
n 62 

kdkapi, coin, 124 
Ka}idfisa, on bah, 118; on tax on 
hermits, 148 n 5 
Kajinga, 187; vicero3ralty at 
some place in, 164 
Kama Jdtaka, on bali, 116 
Kdmarupa, Assam — import 
articles from, 76 
kamas, a measure, 47 
Kamakasabhai Pillai, on amount 
of revenue, 70; on South 
Indian tolls, 90 

har^lahaiodhanam, suppression of 
disturbances, 199 
hara, taxes — ^Revenue head, 29, 

37. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 59. 

60 n 24, 78 n 15, 1 17, 1 18, 
148 

karada, tax-paying houses, 41; 
crown tenants, 42; field, 46; 
tax-payers, 54 

haradd}%, tax-payers, 59, 60 n 24; 

see also under karada 
karadhanam, tax, 45 n 51 
karmdnta}i, manufactories— -ex- 
penditure head, 158 
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kdruiilpigaiidh, guilds of artisans 
and handicraftsmen — ^revenue 
from, 28, 94 

Karuvaki, second queen of A^5ka 
— donation of, 178 
kdshthatrip^avafah, firewood and 
fodder — ^Expenditure head, 159 
180 n 22 

Kaspian sea, trade centre, 77 
Kathiawar, 186; Pushyagupta 
in charge of, 163 
katis ? number, 135 
kaushfeyaka, state water-works, 
73 

Kautilya, see also Cha^iakya; 
Artha^&stra of, 13, 14; on 

finance, 19, 20; on ideal coun- 
try, 21, 22, 138; on canon of 
economy, 23 ; on canon of cer- 
tainty, 24 ; classification of 
revenue by, 27; on revenue 
from weights and measures, 
28 w 4 ; on setu, 30 n 26 \ on 
vydfi, 32 w 34; on v&stu, 37, 39; 
on vdstuka, 38; on house tax, 
41 ; on kara, 42; on tax, 45; on 
chorarajju and chorarajjuka, 
48, 49; on police ofl&cers, 50; 
on ownership of land, 54; 
on hhdga tax, 55; on state- 
landlordism, 58; on private 
ownership of land, 59, 60, 61 ; 
on building and sites, 61; on 
restriction of the right of 
alienation, 62 ; on standards of 
measurement, 65 ; on payment 
of taxes, 66; on collection of 
revenue, 67 ; on amount of land 
revenue, 68, 69; on water cess, 
69, 71* 74; on king’s duty, 71; 
on import articles, 76 ; on 
classification of goods, 79; on 
customs duty, 81; on ferry 
tolls, 90 ; on fishing licence, etc., 
94; on registration of family 
details, 100 nj; on excess 
profits tax, 104 ; on free labour. 


107; on tax on animals, iii; 
on trade taxes, iii; on public 
auction, 113; on klfipta, 119; 
on extraction of oil, etc., 121 
ng\ on mines, 122, 189; on 
mercantile marine, 126, 190; 
on svabhumt, 126 9142; on 
inducement to farmers, 128; on 
treasure trove, 1 29 ; on interest, 
131; on budget, 134; on the 
best treasury, 135; on public 
borrowing, 136; on ddiya, 137; 
on revenue-raising methods in 
financial difficulties, 139, 143, 
144, 145, 146; list of financial 
troubles given by, 139 «27; 
on fines, 132; on demands on 
cultivators in financial stress, 
141 « 31 ; on demands on mer- 
chants during times of famine, 
142, 143; on tax on people 
conung to see the appear- 
ance of a spirit, 144 9937; on 
endowment of lands, 147; 
on expenditure, 155, 156; on 
benefit canon of expenditure, 
156; on depleted treasury, 158 ; 
classifying pubhc expenditure, 
158, 159; on Mauryan admin- 
istration, 164; on pradeshtrt, 
165 n 14, 202, 203; on salanes, 
166; on quarters for officials, 

168, 197 9140, on the harem, 

169, 170; on kitchen and 
harem as items of expenditure, 
170; on expenditure on rehgion, 
173, 176; on celebration of 
feasts, 175; mentioning veter- 
inary surgeons, 177; on mena- 
geries and museums, 180; as a 
pupil in the Taxila university, 
180; on famine relief, 181, 182, 
184; on irrigation works, 185, 
188, on the commissariat, 191, 
193, 194* 197: on expenditure 
on the military, 192, 196; on 
animals used in wars, 197; 
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on judicial courts, 198, 200; 
on the police, 199, 200; on 
economy in expen^ture, 204; 
on promotion, rewards, etc., 
to officials, 204; on checks to 
expenditure, 205 
keddra, wet crops, 127 
Keith, see Macdonell and 
KSrala, pearls from, 76 
Khahmpur, inscription at, 45 
khanl, mines — revenue from, 30 
Kh^ave}a, king of Kajinga — 
celebrating utsavas and samd- 
jas, 175; imgation works of, 
187 

kharvafikas, subdivisions of 
drdtiamukhaSt 164 
khtla, barren — a classification of 
land, 64 n 40 

KieUiorn, on tulya-meya, 28 m 4 ; 
on karag 44 >151, 45; on 
pt^i4aka, iigni^i 
king's tours, item of expenditure, 
168 

kitchen, royal — ^item of expen- 
diture, 170 
klfipta, tax, 32, 1 19 
koshtdgdram, storehouse — ^Expen- 
diture head, 158 
Krishna Sastri, on kara, 46 
kshdra, sugar — revenue from, 
28 

KshatrtyaSf hereditary warriors, 
192 

kulapati, president of a vihdra, 

179 

KuUuka, on hah, 117 
Kulottunga III, Chola king — ^levy 
of poll tax by, 100 
Kumaspii!^ 4 a Jdtaka, on presents 
to the king, 130 n 9 
kupyagrtham, storehouse of raw 
materials — ^Expenditure head, 
158 

Kurtidhafntnajdtaka, 47 
KySaanur, inscription at — ^men- 
tioning taxes, 50 


L 

Labourers, exempt from con- 
sumers tax on salt, 151 
Labour tax, labour in lieu of 
tax, 104, 105, 121 n 9 
laksha^ddhyaksha, mint — Reve- 
nue head, 28, 36, 124, 125 
Land, ownership of, 51, 53 n 7, 
62; state-landlordism, 52, 53, 
54, 58, 59; private ownership 
oi, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63; survey 
of, 64, 65; revenue, see Land 
revenue 

Land revenue. Revenue head, 35, 
46, 55. 56. 59, 62, 63 n 35, 

67, 70, 74, 116, 118, 127, 147; 
methods of lev5dng, 65 ; amount 
of, 68, 69 ; incidence of, 70 n 68 ; 
exemption from, 148, 150; 

remission of, under British 
rule, 149, 150; also called 
land tributes, 53, 55, 72, 73 
Last Balance, Revenue head, 34 
Lautakulya, country — garden in, 

180 

Law and Order, Expenditure 
head, 160, 161 

lease or leasehold, 62, 63 «34; 

perpetual lease, 62 
Leauman, on the date of a 
Srava^^a Bejagoja inscription, 

181 n 31 

lekhakas, secretaries, 165 
Le Roy Beaulieu, against general 
sales tax, no 

licence, duties, 93 ; fees on actors, 
etc., 94; fees on liquors, 95; 
in the manufacture of salt, 97; 
in gamblmg, 114; in mining, 
122, 123 «2i; in trading, 
during financial difficulties, 
141 

liquor, revenue from, 95, 96; 

department of, 164 
hturgiae, personal public service 
in Athens, 105 
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loans, 136, 137, 138; raised in 
foreign states, 138; for grain 
loans see Apamttyaka 
Idha metals, 142 n 32 
Lummini, free of uhahka tax, 118 
Lycian, on tax on exhibitors, 
94 « 5 


M 

Macdonell and Keith, on private 
ownership of land, 59 ; on 
iulka, 77 « 15; on halt, 
117 

Madhura, cotton fabrics from, 
76 

Madras, incidence of land reve- 
nue in, 70 n 68 ; excise duty on 
salt in, 97; permanent agri- 
cultural improvements exemp- 
ted from enhanced assessments 
in, 150 n 15 

MahSbh&rata, on private owner- 
ship of land, 59; on forced 
labourers, 106; on loans, 137; 
organization of kingdom in the, 
164; mention of humanitarian 
works in the, 178; on imga- 
tion, etc., 187; on quarters for 
civil officials, 197 n 40 
mahdmatras, civil officers, 165 
n 16 

mahanasam, kitchen — ^Expendi- 
ture head, 158 

Mahavamia, on forced labour, 
107 n 47 

mail armour, import of — ^for- 
bidden, 88 
Major Wilks, 54 n 9 
Malwa, 163, 187, m charge of 
Pushyagupta, 163 
M&mulan^, saint — on the wealth 
of the Nandas, 135 
mdnavydji, tax, 82 n 38 
Mantras, age of the — survey of 
land in, 64 t 


mantrts, civil officers, 165 n 
16 

Manu, on kara, 42 n 35, 43. 44; 
on ownership of land, 53 n 7; 
on private ownership of land, 
59 ; on amount of revenue, 69 ; 
on iulha, 78 n 15 ; on ferry toll, 
90 n69; on tolls, 91 nyO; on 
labour tax, 105; on gambling, 
1 15 n96; on demands on 
cultivators dunng financial 
difficulties, 140; exempting 
irotriyas from tax, 150; on or- 
ganization of kingdom, 164; on 
daily maintenance to women 
and menials in royal service, 
170 n 45; Manusmftft on bait, 
117 

Manufactories, Revenue head, 
36; expenditure on, 189; 
manufactures, 121, 122, 124 
market toll, in the Frankish 
kingdom, 89 
mdsha, weight, 124, 132 
maula or maulahala, hereditary 
troops, 192 

Maurya, king's tours, 169; irri- 
gation works, 188 
Mauryan — ^period, 13, 14, 15; 
sources for the period, 13; 
organization of the empire, 
14; financial system, 16, 19, 51, 
70; state revenue resources, 
21; taxes compared with the 
Roman, 22; principal source 
of revenue, 26; heads of in- 
come, 27 ; Revenue heads com- 
pared with modem ones, 35, 
36, tax on the sale of land, 40; 
tax on the sale of articles, 40; 
court — Greek ambassador in 
53, 182; land-propnetorship, 
63; methods of levying land 
revenue, 65 ; pa3mient of taxes, 
66; land revenue compared 
with modem Indian, 70; water 
rates, 72, 74; foreign trade, 76, 


p 
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Opium, Revenue head, 36 
Orissa Famine Commission, 181 
Ormenus, mountain, Pliny's men- 
tion of, 96 

ownership of land, see under 
Land 

oxen, tax on, 45 

Oxus, the, trade centre, 77 


P 

packhorse toll, in the Frankish 
kingdom, 89 

pddagopa, military servant for 
a horse, 194 n 26 
Palit^S. plate, 46 
Pallava, dynasty, 45 
pa^, coin, 125, 132 
pandesa, square measure, 47 
P&^d}^ (Paupd^aka), kingdom — 
woollen products from, 76; 
pearls from, 76 

pattyagftham,wsxehouse — ^Expen- 
^ture head, 158 

pattyasamstka, warehouse of mer- 
chandise — revenue from, 28 
parabhumi, others' site, 61 
Param^ Chamu];idar&ja, Para- 
m&ra king, inscription of, 41 
paramasamvatsarika, balance of 
previous year — Revenue head, 
34 

paraprachdra, in the hands of 
others — Revenue head, 34 
partgha, tax in respect of mines, 
32. 123 

pdnhdrika, villages exempt from 
taxation, 201 

pdritrit^ikam, compensation — 
Revenue head, 34, 63; see also 
compensations 

Parosal festival, presents to the 
king during, 130 n 9 
pdriva or pSrivam, excess profits 
tax — Revenue head, 34, 103, 
118 


pSrthiva, terrestrial — Revenue 
head, 33 n 37 

particular sales tax, 107, 108 
Passport, fee, 132; department 
of, 165 

paiumrigapakshivydlavafaft, mu- 
seums of beasts, deer, birds, 
and snakes, heads of expen- 
diture, 159; see also museums 
Pfifaliputra, capital, 27 n 2; 
land survey in, 73 n82; irri- 
gation in, 73 n 82, 187; admin- 
istration of poll tax in, 100; 
administration of, 165, 170; 
Yuan Chwang's description of, 
173; parks in, 180; admiral of 
the fleet in, 190; commissariat 
in, 191, 193, 194 
pathydivarathadvtpaparigrafi, in- 
fantry, cavalry, chariots, and 
elephants, heads of expen- 
diture, 159 

paffana, towns — ^revenue from, 29 
Pau^raka, see Pa^dya* 
pautava, weights and measures — 
revenue from, 27 
Pellaka-pellaka, ? grant, 115 
n 91 

penal power, fines and pexialties 
— head of revenue, 35 
perkkadamai, tax on individuals, 
100 n 7 

permanent agricultural improve- 
ments, exempted from en- 
hanced assessments, see under 
agriculture 

perpetual, tax, 634134; lease, 
see under lease 
Persia, pearls from, 76 
personal taxes, 99 n 4 
pimps, income tax on, 101 
pii^doJka, payments in kind, 45, 
11941131 

pir^kara, tax, 42, 118, Z19 
piig 4 ovishafn, fictitious travelling 
provisions, 169 n 35 
Pithapuram plate, 46 
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players on musical instruments, 
income tax on, 101 
Plehn, on import duties, 79; on 
excess profits tax, 103; on 
increment value land tax, 112 
Pliny, on Indian merchandise, 
77; on salt, 96; on Indian 
extraction of oils, 121 n9; on 
the army, 191 

poletae, authority of, 63 n 34 
Police, Expenditure head, 160, 
197; organization under the 
Mauryas, 198; tax, 50 
Pohtical, Expenditure head, 159, 
166; department, 166; missions, 
166 

PoU tax. Revenue head, 22, 35, 
99; in England, 99; on for- 
eigners, 29, 99, 100; in Ameri- 
can commonwealths, 99; on 
Ajtvtkas, 100 

Poona, water cess on sugar-cane 
growing lands in, 74 n 86 
poor relief, expenditure on, 177; 

system of, 178, 179 
Porph3rrius, quoting from Bar- 
dasanes, 174 

portonum, Roman tax, 80 
Portugal, octroi duties in, 81; 

gambhngm, 116 
Portuguese, decree on gambling 
by the, 115 

Posts and telegraphs. Revenue 
head, 36 

Pottijnir, house tax in, 40 
pf^sM&ra or pradeshfSrali, col- 
lector-general, 1 18; special 
commissioner, 202 
pradeshtfi, police commissioner, 
165 n 14, 199* 202, 203 
prSdeiikas, officers, 165; same 
as pradeshfSra, 202 
prakraya, money rent on salt, 97 
pra^ayaknya, acts of affection, 

113 »83 

praiasta, officer in charge of free 
labourers, 107 


prasta, pioneers under, 191 
pratySdiya, loan, 136, 137 
PravarasSna, king — ^inscription 

of. 44. 108 

priksh&vitana, licence fees on 
exhibitions, 94 

premia (vySjt), item of revenue, 
32 

premium, special — ^in respect of 
mines, 123 

Presents, Revenue head, 33 n 37, 

130 

private ownership of land, see 
under Land 

profits, from the manufacture of 
goods from minerals, 123; of 
coinage in respect of mines, 123 
prostitutes, tax on, 15, 93, loi, 
102, 14 1 ; heirless property of, 
131; department of, 165; poli- 
tical service of, 166 
Protection, against social disease 
— Expenditure head, 160 ; ex- 
penditure on protective func- 
tions, 160 

Provincial rates, Revenue head, 
35 

provision villages, 166 n 24 
pubhc auction, sales tax during, 
109; of land and buildings, 113 
pubhc borrowing, 136; in finan- 
cial difficulties, 139 
public debts, 136, 138 
Public domains, Revenue head, 
35 

pubhc expenditure, classification 
of, 158, 160; see also Expen- 
diture 

public feasts (sarndjas), expen- 
diture on, 175 

Public industries. Revenue head, 
35 

Public undertakings. Revenue 
head, 36; expenditure on, i6z, 
162 

public works, 138; heads of 
expenditure, 159 



230 


MAURYAN PUBLIC FINANCE 


Punjab, incidence of land reve- 
nue in, 70 n 68 

puiffyasthSna, places of pilgrim- 
age — expenditure on the con- 
struction of, 173 

Pushya,m.on\!h — hali tax collected 
in, 117 

Pushyagupta, governor — in 
charge of Kathiawar and Mal- 
wa, 163; construction of the 
lake SudarSana by, 186 


Q 

quarter, a measure, 47 
quarters, for civil officers, 168, 
197 n 40 

R 

R^hagovind Basak, on kara, 
45 ^ 51 ; on chauroddaraw, 50 
RdghavSnanda, on kara 44; on 
hah, 117 

Railways, Revenue head, 36 
rSjabhdga, king's share, 42 n 35 
RS.janSxayana Sambhavaxaga, 
Idng — ^record of, mentioning 
tax on individuals, 100 n 7 
Rajaraja III, Choja king — ^levy of 
poll tax by, 100 

RSjatarafigiistt, work — on temples 
built by A^ka, 173 
rajju, revenue from land, 30, 37, 
48, 1 18; length for measuring 
lands, 46, 47 

rajju gdhaka amacco, officer, 47 
rajjukas or rajjus, officers, 46, 
47 « 63, 65, 165 

Ramachandra, on kara, 44; on 
bah, 1 17 

Rampal copperplate, 49 
Rangaswamy Aiyangar, on the 
date of the ArthaiOstra, 13 n 5 
rdshpra or rdsA/ram, country parts, 
29, 42, 73; revenue from, 46 


r&shpra mukhya, political officer, 
202 

Registration, Revenue head, 36; 

fees from guilds, 94 
relief works, in famine, 179, 184 
religious tax, 116 
remissions, 66 
retrenchment, 157, 204 
Revenue, resources of, 21, 22; 
classification of, 31, 33, 34, 35, 
36; exemption from, 147; pro- 
portion of, to expenditure, 
155; department of, 165; from 
hah, 29; from capital (mula), 
32; from chorarajju, 30; from 
country parts {rdshpram), 29; 
from crown lands (sfto), 29; 
excise from liquor (surd), 28; 
in financial difficulties, 134, 
139; from fines (dav^ 4 >a or 
atyaya), 27, 32; from fixed 
taxes (klripta), 32; from flower 
gardens, 31; from forests 
{vana), 31; from forts (dur~ 
gam), 27; from fruit gardens, 
31; from ghee (ghrttam), 28; 
from guilds of artisans and 
handicraftsmen (kdmiilpiga^ 
pSh), 28, 94; from herds 
(vraja), 31; from houses and 
sites, 39, 40; from irrigation 
{setu), 30; from kara, 29; from 
land and waterways (sthaPa- 
pathdvdrtpathasiha), 31; from 
land revenue (bhdga), 29; from 
lands growing sugar-cane, 31; 
from mercantile marine, 29 
nig\ from merchants {vapik), 
29, 42; from mmes [khanl), 30; 
miscellaneous, 129; from oils 
{taila), 28; from parigha, 32; 
from pasture grounds (vtvt- 
tarn), 30; from poll taxes on 
undesirable foreigners (hdhtrt- 
kas), 29; from premia (vydjt), 
32; from premium on coins 
(rupika), 32; from prostitutes 
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(vHyS), 28; from rajju, 30; 
from road cess (vartanV), 30; 
from road of traffic (va^ih- 
patha), 31 ; from share (bhdga), 
32; from slaughter of animals 
(suna), 28; from state gold- 
smiths {sauvarztikS), 28; from 
sugar {kshara), 28; from the 
superintendent of gods {deva- 
tddhyaksha), 29; from superin- 
tendent of rivers, ferries, boats, 
and ships (nadipcUastdrdn&vah), 
29 ; from taxes on building sites 
(ySstuka), 28; from taxes on 
houses, 28 ; from threads 
(sutra), 28; from tolls, 29 m 19; 
from towns (paftapa), 29; 
from vegetable garden, 31; 
from warehouse of merchan- 
dise {panyasamstha), 28; from 
weights and measures (pau- 
tava), 27; from wet held lands, 

rice, on the date of a Srava^a 
Belagoja inscription, 18 1 
]ftg Veda, on iulka, 77 n 15; bali 
in the, 117 

fitvik, performer of sacrifices — 
concessions to, 172 
nver toll, in the Frankish king- 
dom, 89 

roads, cess or tax, 42, 90, 91 
n 76, 92, 103, 104; toll in the 
Frankish kingdom, 89; expen- 
diture on the construction and 
maintenance of, 169 
Roman taxes, 22, 65 n 43, 80; 

taxes on jugera, 65 n 43 
Rome, Indian trade with, 77; 

general sales tax in, 108 
rope dancers, income tax on, loi 
Royal domain. Revenue head, 
118, 127 

Royal household, Expenditure 
head, 159, 169 

royal measure, larger than mar- 
ket measure, 97 


royalty (bhdhabhdga). Revenue 
head, 130, 148; on mines, 
33 w 37» 123; indulgence of — 
in huge expenditure, 157 
Rudradfiman, Satrap, 106; trea- 
sury of, 44; Gim^ inscription 
of, 44, 106, 107, 135 n 7, 163, 
186; on his repairs to the 
Sudar^ana lake, 186; on irri- 
gation works, 187 
rupa, profits of coinage, 123; 
charge, 132 

rupika, special premium in mines, 
123; charge on coins, 32, 125 

S 

sabhutdpdtapratyaji, toll upon the 
appearance of a spirit, 144 n 37 
s&hajtka, normal — ^Revenue head, 
33»»37 

salaries, of government servants, 
166, 167; to king’s relations, 
169; to officials of the royal 
household, 170, 171; eccle- 
siastical, 172 

Sales, of bonds — Revenue head, 
35; tax, 22, 26, 29 n 18, 107, 
108, 109; kinds of sales tax, 
107; sales tax also called 
Turnover tax, 107; tax on sale 
of articles, land, and private 
houses, 40 

salt. Revenue head, 36, 96; duty 
on imported salt, 81, 97, 98 
sam&jas, fairs or public feasts 
95 « 13; expenditure on, 175 
Samapa, administration of, 164 
Samudragupta, king — ^inscription 
of, 44, 60 n 25 

Sanction, canon of — in expendi- 
ture, 156, 157 

safigrahaiias, smaller divisions of 
Kharvafikas, 164 
Sanjan plate, of Amoghavarsha I, 
mentioning toll paid on the 
appearance of a spirit, 144 n 37 
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sankrdnta, whatever has changed 
hands — Revenue head, 34 
S&ntiparva, MahSbhdrcUa chap- 
ter, on amount of revenue, 69; 
on public borrowing, 136; on 
revenue-raising methods dur- 
ing financial difficulties, 145 ; on 
exemption from taxation, 15 1 
saranjams, free of revenue, 150 
Sarkar, on sdhajtka, 33 n 37 ; on 
bhuitUkam, 40 n 23 and 26 
Sarvajfianaraya^^L, on kara, 42 
n 35, 44; on halt, 117 
sarvamdnya, kind of tenure, 
148 n 4 

iatadhyakshas, officers, 201 n 3 
Saurfishfra, province, 186 
sauvani^ikas, state goldsmiths — 
revenue from, 28 
Sfi3ranachfirya, on bah, 118 
Scientific and miscellaneous. 
Revenue head, 36 
Seligman, on canon of adequacy, 
25 n22; on revenue from 
weights and measures, 28 n 4; 
classif3dng revenue, 34, 35 ; on 
royal income from hcences, etc. 
in mediaeval Europe, 94 n 9; 
on modem poll tax, 100; on 
sales tax, 107, 109, 110; on 
exemptions from taxation, 147 
sSndbhakta, war tax, 112, 118 
seniorage,on coins minted, 1 24, 1 25 
settlement, forms of, 63 
setu, irrigation tax, 30, 39 
sHubandhah, buildings of any 
kind, 37; irrigation works, 183 
sha4bh&ga, amount of land reve- 
nue, 69, 1 16 

sha^bh&gtn, king known as, 69 
Shah, K. T., on present water 
rates, 72 ; on salt duty in 
India, 96’ on problem of de- 
fence, 190 n I 

Shfima Sastri, on the date of the 
Arthaidstra, 13; on ndgarika, 
28 n3; on situ, 30 n26; on 


parigha, 32 «35; on para^ 
prachdra, 34 n 38; on situ- 
bandhah, 37; on vdstuka, 37, 
38; on kara, 41, 42; on rajju, 
46; on ai^gulas, 47; on chores 
rajju, 48, 30; on state-land- 
lordism, 38 n 16; on private 
ownership of land, 61 n 28; on 
crops grown on uncultivated 
waste lands, 63 n 36; on water 
rates, 73 n8o; on iulka, 77 
ni3; on articles sold free of 
duty, 84; on drinking and 
manufacture of liquors, 93 
«I3; on bah, 116; on rupika 
charge on coins, 123; on nau- 
kahd^akam, 126 n on sva- 
bhumt, 126 9142; on Idha, 
142 n 32. 

shepherds, taxes on, in 
Shirras, on canon of sanction, 
137; classifying public expen- 
diture, 160; on expenditure on 
religion, 172 n 47 
shop taxes, 40, 41 
Simha}a, pearls from, 76 
stmhamka, ordinary labour tax, 

103 

singers, income tax on, 10 1 
sisa, metal, 123 

^ta, income from crown lands, 
29. 42. 43. 48, 127 
Sivaskandavarman, king, grant 
of, 45 

skandaprdvartimam, irrigation by 
water hfts, 72 

Slaughter-house, department of, 
163 

Smith, U. A., on state-land- 
lordism, 32; on ownership of 
land, 62; on amount of reve- 
nue, 67, 68 ; on Ai 5 ka*s efforts 
to propagate dhanna, 173; on 
free hospital, 177; on chari- 
table hostel, 178; on Aidka's 
sea-going fieet, 19 1; on army 
pay, 195 n 28 
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Social, Expenditure head, i6i 
Sohrabji, I. J., on parigha, 
32 n 35 ; on paraprachdra, 
34 1138; on pdrihittikam, 34 
n4o; on chorarajju, 48; on 
state-landlordism, 58 n 16; on 
anirvdhya articles, 84 1145; 
on nauhSfakam, 126 ^41; on 
anikastha, 177 M44; on kdsh- 
fhatrii^avcLlah, 180 n 22 
Solin, on army, 194 n 27 
S 5 m 6 Svaradeva I, king — ^inscrip- 
tion of, 40 

Sopiethes, country of, 96 n 20 
Southern commonwealths, mod- 
em licences in, 95 n 9 
Southern or South India, land 
tax in, 66; amount of ancient 
revenue in the kingdoms of, 
70; ancient tolls in, 90; com- 
pulsory labour in, 106, 107; 
ancient trade taxes m, in 
n66; medical relief m the 
states of, 178; irrigation in, 187 
Spain, octroi duties in, 81 
Spartans, army of the, 194 n 26 
Special assessments. Revenue 
head, 35 

Sravana Belago}a, mention of 
famine in an inscnption at, 181 
Sravasti, ancient city, 175 
iretitbala, Hultzch on, 192 ni 7 
Srichandradeva, king — ^inscrip- 
tion of, 49 

Srinivasiengar, P. T., on survey 
of land, 65 n 40 

irdtnya, heirless property of, 
130; exemption of, from taxa- 
tion, 150, 151 
Stamps, Revenue head, 36 
state, as a big business man, 189 
state-landlordism, see under Jjsjid 
Stationery and pnnting. Reve- 
nue head, 36 

Sten Konow, on karada, 46 
sthalapatkdvdripathasehaMsid and 
waterways — ^revenue from, 31 
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sthdnikas, officials, 46, 118; en- 
dowment of land to, 147, i66; 
in charge of a province, 163; 
superior to gopa, 202, 203 
Storehouse, department of 164 
Strabo, reference to rajjukas by, 
47; on state-landlorffism, 54, 
55; on crown lands, 56; on 
irrigation, 73 ^82; on Indian 
foreign trade, 76; on a moun- 
tain of fossil salt in India, 
96n2o; on general sales tax, 
108, 109 ; on mercantile marine, 
126; on presents to the king, 
130; on fertility of the soil, 
185 n2\ on irrigation on 
Pataliputra, 187; on the com- 
missariat, 191 ; on animals 
used in wars, 197 
successions, tax on, 22 
Sudar^ana, lake, 186, 188 
iudras, service of, in heu of tax, 105 
Suidas, 102 

Sukra, on finance, 21 ; on canon 
of certainty, 24 n 20 ; classi- 
fying revenue heads, 33 n37; 
on pohce tax, 50; on methods 
of revenue collection, 67; on 
amount of revenue, 69, 70; 
on water rates, 73; on iulka, 
77 my, on labour tax, 106; 
on general sales tax, 108; on 
war tax, 112; on royalty in 
mining, 123 n22; on budget, 
134 ; his scheme of expenditure 
135 W4I public borrowing, 
136; on the importance of 
interest, 137; on revenue- 
raising methods in financial 
difficulties, 144, 145; on re- 
missions, 149; on quarters for 
officials, 168; on king's tours, 
168; on irrigation, 187; on 
mania, 192; on salary to the 
army, 192 n 19 

SukrantH, on house tax, 40; on 
land survey, 65 n 38 ; on 
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salaries of herdsmen, 155; on 
organization of a kingdom, 
164; mention of humanitarian 
works in, 178 

iulka, tax — Revenue head, 33 

n 37. 41 . 43. 44. 45 « 5i. 77. 
78, 79, 80, 97 n 15, 98. 103, 
117, 123, 148 

itUkai&lSL, octroi house, 77, 78, 79 
sumantra, officer to keep ac- 
counts of public debts, 136 
suna, slaughter of animals — 
revenue from, 28 
Superannuation, Revenue head,36 
BUY&, hquor — ^revenue from, 28 
Surplus, canon of — ^in expenditure 
156, 157, 158: budget, 134, 

135. 155 

survey of land, see under Land 
Susa, royal palace in— compared 
with Mauryan, 170 
Sidra, threads — ^revenue from, 28 
suvanta, coin, 124 
Suvarriagiri, viceroyalty at, 164 
svabhumt, crown lands, 126 92 42 
svdfntkam, ownership, 61 
svasetubhyah, private irrigation 
works, 61 n 28 
Switzerland, poll tax in, 99 

T 

taila, oils — ^revenue from, 28 
Taksha^ila, viceroyalty at, 164; 
university of, 179; see also 
Taxila 

Tanjore, great temple at — ^built 
by forced labour, 106 
tarddiya, ferry charges, 103 
Taxation, canons of: adequacy 
or sufficiency, 25 ; of certainty, 
24; of convenience, 23; of 
economy, 23, 24; of equity, 26; 
of variety, 25, 26; on the 
capital value of the land, on 
area, sale value of the land, 
net income and according to 


produce, 65 ^43; increase of, 
in financial difficulties, 139; 
excessive, for the rich, 142; 
exemptions from, 147, 150; 
regulated by the principle of 
surplus budget, 153 
Taxes, Revenue head, 35 ; exemp- 
tions from, 148, 131 ; remission 
of, 149; vill^es free of, 43; 
forms of paying the, 22; 
Mauryan and Roman com- 
pared, 22; kinds of — akaraddyi 
taxes, 44; on animals, 22, in; 
bh&drapadtka, 42 ; on the birth 
of a prince, 113; on building 
sites, 41, 1 12; on commodities 
sold, 22, 26, 75 ; customs duties, 
22, 26. 27, 75. 76. 78, 80, 81, 
97, 1 16; on exports, 22; excise 
duties, 26, 75, 97; on excess 
profits, 34, 102; on gambhng, 
41 M 30; on grass, 45; on home 
and foreign goods, 116; on 
houses, 22; on imported salt, 
97» 98; on imports, 22, 
76 w 5, 78, 79; income taxes, 
22, 26, 35, loi, 102; mdirect 
taxes, 22 ; octroi duties, 22, 26, 

27. 36. 75. 76. 79. 80, 81, 83, 

88, 89, 98, 1 16, 1 18, 123; one- 
fourth of the produce, 53 n 5, 
55; one-sixth, 29 « 18; on 
oxen, 45 ; on people coming to 
see the appearance of a spirit, 
144 n37; poll taxes, 22, 29, 
33, 99, 100; on sale of articles, 
40; on sale of land, 40; on sale 
or transfer of private houses, 
40; sales tax, 22, 26, 29 n 18, 
107, 108, 109; on shop-keepers, 
40, 41 ; on stakes in gambling, 
41 n30, 1 14, 113; on succes- 
sions, 22; tolls, 22, 26, 27, 36, 
75. 76, 80, 81, 89, 90, 92, 103, 
116, 118, 123, 133, 164; trade 
taxes, 29 n 18, 111; tributes 
from lands, 22 ; vdsardika taxes 
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42; vassal kings pa3dng sub- 
sidies, 42; on wood, 45 
Taxila, wealth of, 135; see also 
TakshaSila 

Taxing power, Revenue head, 35 
testing charge, on coins, 123 
Thomas, F. W., on the date of 
the ArthaiSstra, 14; on quali- 
fied state-landlordism, 52; on 
ownership of land, 62; on 
amount of land revenue, 69; 
on bali, 116; on prOdeitkas, 
165 n 14; on yuktas and upa- 
yukias, 165 ni5; on pradi- 
shfara, 202 
Hksht^a, metal, 125 
timber forests, revenue from, 31 
Tolls, Revenue head, 22, 26, 27, 
36, 75. 76. So. Si, 103, 1 16, 1 18, 
164; identified with import 
duties, 76 « 5 ; kinds of — 
thorough and traverse, 89, 
90; evasion of, fined, 92, 133; 
in respect of mines, 123 
Tosali, administration of, 164 
Trade, 189; Revenue head, 36; 

taxes, 29 ni8. Ill ; centres, 77; 
transport, charges of, 113 
trapu, metal, 125 
travelling aUowances, 169 
Treasure trove. Revenue head, 
35. 36, 129 

Treasury, notes — ^Revenue head, 
35; department of, 134, 164 
tulya-miya, Kielhom on, 28 n 4 
Turnover tax, also called sales 
tax, 107 

Tushaspa, Yavana governor — ^in 
charge of Kathiawar and Mal- 
wa, 163 ; improving Sudar^ana 
lake, 186 

U 

ubalika or tidbcUtka, tax, 118 
udakabhSga, water cess, 55, 71; 
see also water cess 


Ujjaini, vicero3ralty at, 164 
Umbarkadu, district, 175 
unchaste women, income tax on, 

lOI 

Unclaimed property, Revenue 
head, 36 

unearned increment, 52 ny, 
confiscation of, 112 
United States, expenditure on 
rehgion in, 172 n 47 
Universities, exempt from taxa- 
tion, 147 ; item of expenditure, 
179, 180 

upaklripta, tax, 119 n 127 
upayuktas, officers, 165 
uruara, cultivated land — a classi- 
fication of land, 64 n 40 
Ushavadata, king — ^inscription of 
in the Nasik cave, 90 ^69; 
charities of, 174 n 62 
utsaikga, forced benevolences — 
tax, 42, 1 13 
utsavas, feasts, 175 


V 

vatdharatta, compensation duty 
— on hquor, 96 ; on salt, 98 ; in 
mines, 123, 131 

Vaidya, C. V., on rajju, 47 n 62; 
on compulsory labour in Epic 
Indian 106 

vaishamya. Fleet on, i8i n 30 
Vakkula, stUpa of, 174 
vana, forests — revenue from, 31 
vdnaprastha, hermits — exempt 
from salt licence, 97 
vaii^ik, merchants — ^revenue from, 

29, 42, III ft 64; see also mer- 
chants 

vat^kpatha, road traffic — ^revenue 
from, 31 

vartamdnafi, current — a classi- 
fication of revenue, 33 n 37 
vartanl, boundary or road toll. 

30. 77. 90, 103 
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vasanta, month-— collection of 
taxes in, 46 

vSsantika, tax collected in the 
month vasanta, 42 
VaSishtha, on treasure trove, 
129 n 2 
vastu, site, 39 
vOstu, defined, 37, 39 
v&stuka. Revenue head, 28, 37, 
39. 41 

vatthu or vastu, see vastu 
vecttgalta, Roman tax, 80 
Vidas, bali in the, 117; vedic 
literature on private ownership 
of land, 59 

viiyd, prostitutes — tax on, 28; 

see also prostitutes 
vihhSga, difference between royal 
and market measures, 97 t» 25; 
royalty in mining, 123 
vfAdra5,monasteries— expenditure 
on, 179 

vthdra-y&tras, royal pleasure 
tours, 174 

Vikramadit3ra, VI Chalukyaking, 
sales tax in the inscription of, 
108, 109; of Sravasti, 175 
VZra Ba^ajigas, corporation of, 

41 

Virachdda, inscription of, 46 
Visa fee (mudrddhyaksha). Reve- 
nue head, 28, 132 
VisS,kha, Brahman, 46 
Vishayapfila, distnct ofl&cer, 46 
VishJ9u, on labour tax, 106; on 
treasure trove, 129 912; on 
import and export duties, 81 
n 29; on ferry tolls, 90 n 69 
mskfi, forced labour, 44, 105, 
107; Expenditure head, 159 
ViSvavarman, of Malwa, irriga- 
tion works of, 187 
vivatha, commissariat, 191 
vivUddhydksha, superintendent 
of pasture lands, 64 
vivitam, pasture grounds — ^reve- 
nue from, 30 


voluntary contributions in finan- 
cial stress, 139, 143 
vraja, herds — ^revenue head, 31, 
132 

vydfi, tax, 32, 82; premium in 
mining, 123; charge on coins, 
125, 132 

vyama, units of measurement in 
the Atharva Vida, 64 n 40 
vyustas, officers concerned with 
religion, 173 


W 

wages, to cultivators of the royal 
domain, 56 

wandering bards, income tax on, 
101 

war tax, 112; see also senfibhakta 
water cess or rates, 55, 56, 69, 70, 
71, 72, 73, 74, 140; amount of, 
67, 68, 72; on water lifts, 68; 
remission of, 149 
water lifts, cess on, 68 ; irrigation 
by, 72, 73 

Watters, on the wealth of Taxila, 
135 wb 

weavers, occupation, 29 n 13 
Weaving, department of, 164 
Weights and measures, charge for 
stamping, iii; department of, 
164 

wheel toll, in the Frankish 
kingdom, 89 

William the Conqueror, land 
survey by, 65 

Wintemitz, on the date of the 
ArthaAdstra, 13 
wood, tax on, 43 


Y 

ydchita, gifts, 33 n 37 
ydtrdvitana, fare for using the 
king's boats, 126 
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Yavanaking,Tu8haspha,in charge 
of Kathiawar and Malwa, 163 
ydjana, measure, 47 
Yuan Chwang, Chinese traveller, 
on amount of revenue, 70; 
ferry tolls in the time of, 91 ; 
on registration of families, 
xoo n 7; on forced labour, 106; 
on endowments to public ser- 
vants, 168: on monasteries, 
173; on Vikram^tya of SrS,- 


vasti, 173; on humanitarian 
works, 178; on museums and 
menageries, 180; on the army, 

193 

Yudhishfhira, king — asked to 
issue loans, 137 
yuktas, officers, 165 

Z 

Zonaras, a passage of, 102 
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